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N" 123. SATURDAY, AUGUST 1, 1713. 



'Hie ^nurus aheneut etta. 



Nil Conscire sib i Horn. 1. Ep. I. 60. 

IMITATED. 

True, conscions honour, is to feel no sin : 
IIe'6 arm'd without that's innocent within ; 
Be this thy screen, and this thy wall of brass. 

\ Pops. 

X HERE are a sort of knight&^errant inthe worldj 
whO) quite contrary to those in romance, are per* 
petually seeking adventures to bring virgins into 
distress, and to ruin innocence. When men of 
rank and figure pass away their lives in these 
criminal pursuits and practices, they ought to 
consider that they render themselves more vile 
and des]ucabie tlian any innocent man can be^ 
whatever low statloa his fortune or birdi have 
placed him in. Title and ancestry render a good 
man more illustrious, but an ill one more con- 
te^nptible. 

B 2 
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* Thy father's, merits sets thee up to view. 
And plants thee in the fairest point of light. 
To make thy virtues, or thy faults, conspicuous.' 

Cato. 

I have often wondered that these deflowerers of 
innocence, though dead to all the sentiments of 
virtue and honour, are not restrained by com- 
passion and humanity. To bring sorrow, confu- 
sion, and infamy, into a family, to wound the 
heart of a tender parent, and stain the life of a 
poor deluded young woman with a dishonour that 
can never be wiped off, are circumstances, one 
would think, sufficient. tP check the nnost violent 
passion in a heart which has the least tincture of 
pity and good-nature. Would any one purchase 
the gratification of a moment at so dear a rate, 
and entail a lasting misery on others, for such a 
transient satisfaction to himself; nay, for a satis- 
faction that is sure, at some time or other, to be 
followed with remorse ? I am led ^to the subject 
by two letters which came lately to my hands. 
The last of them is, it seems, the copy of one sent 
by a mother to one who had abused her. daugh- 
ter; and though I cannot justify her sentiments 
at the latter end of it, they dre such as might 
arise in a mind which had not yet recovered its 
temper after so great a provocation. I present 
the reader with it as I received it, because I think 
it gives a lively idea of the affliction which a fond 
parent suffers on such an occasion. 

<siR, shire^ JtUyj \7\3, 

' The other day I went into the house of one 
of my tenants, whose wife was formerly a servant 
'in our family, and (by my grandmother's kind- 
ness) had her education with my mother from her 
infancy ; so that she is of a spirit and understand- 
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ing greatly superior to those of her own rank. I 
found the poor woman in the utmost disorder of 
mind and attire, drowned in tears, and reduced to 
a condition that looked rather like stupidity than 
grief. She leaned upon her, arm over a table, on 
which lay a letter folded up and directed to a 
certain nobleman, very famous in our parts^for low 
intrigue, or (ip plainer words) for debauching 
country girls; in which number is the unfortu- 
nate daughter of my poor tenant, as I learn from 
the fojlowing letter written by her mother. 1 
have sent you here a copy of it, which, made pub- 
lic in your paper, may perhaps furnish useful 
reflections to many men of figure and quality, 
who indulge themselves in a passion which they 
possess but in common with the vilest part of 
mankind.' 

« MY LORD, 

" Last night I discovered the injury you have 
done to my daughter. Heaven knows how long 
and piercing a torment that short-lived shameful 
pleasure of yours must bring upon me ; upon me, 
from whom you never received any offence. This 
consideration alone should have deterred a noble 
mind from so base and ungenerous an act. But 
alas ! what is all the grief that must be my share, 
in comparison of that, with which you have re- 
quited her by whom you have been obliged ? Loss 
of good name, anguish of heart, shame and infa- 
my, are what must inevitably fall upon her, un- 
less she gets over them by what is much worse, 
open impudence, professed lewdness, and aban- 
doned prostitution. These are the returns you 
have made to her, for putting in your power all 
her livelihood and dependence, her virtue and 
repuution. ,0, my lord, should my son have prac- 
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tised the like on one of yo>ir daughters 1 

know you swell with indignation at the very men^ 
tion of it, and would think he deserved a thoun 
sand deaths, should he make such an attempt 
upon the honour of your family. It is well, my 
lord. And is then the honour of your daughter, 
whom still, though it had been violated, you might 
have maintained in plenty and even luxury, of 
greater moment to her, than to my daughter 
hers, whose only sustenance it was ? And must 
my son, void of all the advantages of a generous 
education, must he, I say ;~consider ? And may 
your lordship be excused from all reflection ? 
Eternal contumely attend that guilty title which 
claims exemption from thought, and arrogates to 
its wearer^ the prerogative of brutes. Ever curs-> 
ed be its false lustre, which could dazzle my poor 
daughter to her undoing. Was it for this that 
the exalted merits and godlike virtues of your^ 
great ancestors were honoured with a coronet^ 
that it might be a pander to his posterity, and 
confer a privilege of dishonouring the iimocent 
and defenceless? At this rate the laws of rewards 
should be inverted, and he whp is generous and 
good, should be made a beggar and a slave ; 
that industry and honest diligence may keep his 
posterity unspotted, and preserve them from ru- 
ining virgins, and making whole families unhap- 
py. Wretchedness is now become my everlast- 
ing portion ! Your crime, my lord, will dmw 
perdition even upon my head. I may not sue 
for forgiveness of my own failings and misdeeds, 
for I never can forgive yours ; but shall curse 
you with my dying breath, and at the last tre- 
mendous day shall hold forth in my arms my 
much wronged child, and call aloud for ven- 
geance oa her defiler. Under these present 
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horrors of mind, I could be content to be your 
chief tormentor, ever paying you mock-rever- 
ence, and sounding in yotir ears to your unutter- 
able loathing, the empJty title which inspired you 
with presumption to tempt, and over-^wed my 
daughter to comply. 

" Thus have I given some vent to my sorrow ; 
nor fear I to awaken you to repentance, so that 
your sin may be forgiven. The divine laws have 
been broken ; but much injury, irreparable inju- 
ry, has been also done to me, aiid the just Judge 
will not pardon that until I do. 

" My lord, 

" Your conscience will help you to my name," 



N*> 124. MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 1713. 

^idjremat in terris violent itis t Juv. Sat. viii. 37. 
What roar more dreadful in tlie world is heard ? 

more roarings of the lion. 

' Mr. Guardian, 

' Befojie I proceed to make you my proposals, 
It will be necessary to inform you, that an uncom- 
mon ferocity in my countenance, together with 
the remarkable flatness of my nose, and extent of 
my mouth, have long since procured me the name 
of Lion in this our university. 

' The vast emoluments that in all probability 
will accrue to the public from the roarings of my 
new-erected likeness at Button's, hath made me 
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desirous of being as like him in that part of his 
character, as I am told I already am in all parts 
of my person. Wherefore I most humbly pro- 
pose to you, that (as it is impossible for this one 
lion to roar, either long enough or loud enough 
against all things that are roar-worthy in these 
realms) you would appoint lum a sub-lion, as a 
firsfectUB fitovincia^ m every county in Great, 
Britain ; and it is my request, that I may be in- 
stituted his under-roarer in this university, town 
and . county of Cambridge, s^s my resemblance 
does, in some measure, claim that I should. 

< I shall foll9W my metropolitan's example, in 
roanng only against those enormities that are too 
slight and trivial for the notice or censures of 
our magistrates ; and shall communicate my roar- 
ings to him monthly, or oftener, if occasion re- 
quires, to be inserted in your papers " cum firi^ 
vilegio." 

* I shall not omit ^ving informations of the 
improvement or decay of punning, and may chance 
to touch upon the rise and fall of tuckers ; but I 
will roar aloud and spare not, to the terror of, at 
present, a very flourishing society of people call- 
ed lounglsrs, gentlemen whose observations are 
mostly itinerant, and who think they have alrea- 
dy too much good sense of their own, to be in 
need of staying at home to read other peo- 
ple's. 

< I have, sir, a raven, that will serve by way of 
jackall, to bring me in provisions, which I shall 
chaw and prepare for the digestion of my princi- 
pal ; and I do hereby give notice to all under my 
jurisdiction, that whoever are willing to contribute 
to this good design, if they will affix their infor- 
mation to the leg or neck of the aforesaid raven 
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or jackall, they will be thankfully received by 
their (but more particularly 

Your) humble servant^ 

Leo the Second. 

From my den . ■ college 
in Caiitbridge, July 29. 

* N. B, The raven will not bite.' 

< MR. IRONSIDE, 

* Hearing that your unicorn is now in hand> 
and not questioning but his horn will prove a cor- 
liucopiae to you, I desire that in order to intro- 
duce it, you will consider the following proposal. 

^ My wife and I intend a dissertation upon horns ; 
the province she has chosen is, the planting of 
tbem, and I am to treat of their growth, improve- 
Hiciitj^ &c. The work is like to swell so much 
upon our hands, tliat I am afraid we shall not be 
able to bear the charge of printing without a 
subscription ; wherefore I hope you ;will invite 
the city into it, and desire those who have any 
thing by them relating to that part of natural his- 
tory, to communicate it to, Sir, 

your humble servant, 

Humphry Bjlnicorn.* 

' sir, 
'I HUMBLY beg leave to drop a song into your 
lion's mouth, which will very truly make him 
roar like any nightingale. It is fallen into my 
hands by chance, and is a very fine imitation of 
the works of many of our English lyrics. It can- 
not but be highly acceptable to all those who ad- 
mire the translations in Italian operas. 

I. / ^ 

Oh the charming' month of May ! 
Oh the charming month of May 1 
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When the breezes fan the treeses 
Full of blossoms fresh and gay — 
Full, &c. 

II. 



O what joys our prospects yield ! 
Charming joys our prospects yield ! 
In a new livery when we see every 
Bush and meadow, tfee and field ■ • 

Bush, &c. 

in. 

Oh how fresh the morning air ! 
Chanrting fresh the morning air ! 
When the zephyrs and the heifers 

Their odoriferous breath compare — ^ 

Their, &c. 

IV. 

Oh how fine our evenmg walk ; 
Charming fine our evening walk ! 
When the nightingale delighting 

With her song, suspends our tilk 

With her, 8cc. 

V. - 

O how sweet at night to dream ! 
Charming sweet at night to dream ! 
On mossy pillows, by the trilloes 

Of a gentle purling stream 

Of a, &c. 

VI 

O how kind the country lass ! 
Charming kind tlie country lass ! 
xWho, her cow bilking, leaves her milking ; 

For a green gown on the gi*ass _ 

For a, &c. 

VII. 

Oh how sweet it is to spy ! 
Charming sweet it is to spy !^ 
At the conclusion, her confusion. 
Blushing cheeks and down-cast eye ■ 
Blushing, &c. 
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VIII. 

Oh the cooling curds and cream ! 
Charming cooling curds and cream ! 
When all is over, she pves her lover. 

Who on her skimming dish carves her name 

Who on, &c. 

< MR. IRONSIDEy July 30. 

<I HAVE always been very much pleased with th& 
sight of those creatures, which being of a foreign 
growth, are brought into our island for show. I 
may say, there has not been a tyger, leopard, ele- 
phant, or hyghgeen,* for some years past, in this 
nation, but I have taken their particular dimen- 
sions, and a'm able to give a very good descrip- 
tion of them. But I must own, I never had a 
greater curiosity to visit any of these strangers 
than your lion. Accordingly I came yesterday to 
town, being able to wait no longer for fair wea- 
ther, and made what haste I could to Mr. But- 
ton's, who readily conducted me to his den of 
state. He is really a creature of as noble a pre- 
sence as I have seen ; he has grandeur and good- 
humour in his countenance, which command both 
our love and respect; his shaggy mane and whis- 
kers are peculiar graces. In short, I do not ques- 
tion but he will prove a worthy supporter of the 
British honour and virtue, especially when assist- 
ed by the uhicbm. You must think I would not 
wait upon him without a morsel to gain his fa- 
vour, and had provided what I hope would have 
pleased, but was unluckily prevented by the pre- 
sence of a bear, which constantly as I approach- 

* Is this strange word for byxna ? 

VOL. III. C 
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cd with my present, threw his eyes in my way, 
and stared me out of my resolution. I must not 
forget to tell you, my younger daughter and your 
ward is hard at work about her tucker, having 
never from her infancy laid aside the modesty 
p^ece* 

I am, 
/Venerable Nestor, 

Your friend and servant,- 

P. N. 

« I was a little surprised,. having read some of 
your lion's roarmgs, that a creature of such elo- 
quence should want a tongue, but he has other 
qualifications which make good that deficiency/ 



N^ 125. TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 1718. 



i Kuncjormosistitnus anratt* 

VxRG. Bel. ill. ST* 

Now the gay yejir in all her charms is drest. 

Men of my ag^ receive a greater pleasure from 
fine weather than from any other sensual enjoy- 
ment of life. In spite of the auxiliary bottle, or 
any artificial heat, we arc apt to droop under a 
gloomy sky ; and taste no luxury like a blue fir- 
mament, and sunshine. I have often, in a sple- 
netic fit, wished myself a dormouse during the 
winter ; and I never see one of those snug aeni- 
mals wrapt up close' in bis fur, and compactly 
happy in himself^ but I contemplate Um iritb en- 
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vy beneath the dignity of a philosopher. If th« 
art of flying were brought to perfection, the use 
that I should make of it would be to attend the 
sun round the world, and pursue the spring 
through every sign of the Zodiac. This love of 
warmth makes my heart glad at the return of the 
spring. How amazing is the change in the face 
of nature ; when the earth, from being bound with 
frost, or covered with snow, begins to put forth 
her plants and flowers, to be clothed witli green, 
diversified with ten thousand various dyes ; and 
to exhale such fresh and charming odours, as fill 
every living creature with delighi ! 

Full of thoughts like these, I make it a rule to 
lose as little as I can of that blessed season ; and 
accordingly rise with the sun, and wander through 
the fields, throw myself on the banks of little riv- 
ulets, or lose myself in the woods. I spent a da|r 
or two this spring at a country gentleman's seati 
where I feasted my imagination every morning 
with the most luxurious prospect I ever saw. I 
usually took my stand by the wall of an old castle 
built upon an high hill. A noble river ran at the 
foot of it, which af^er being broken by a heap of 
mis-shapen stones, glided away in a clear stream, 
and watideHng through two woods on each side 
of it in tnany windings, shone here and there at 
a great distance through the trees. I could trace 
the mazes for some miles, until my eye was led 
through two ridges of hills, and terminated by a 
vast mountain in another county. 

I hope the reader will pardon me for taking 
his eye from our present subject of the spring, 
by tlus landskip, since it is at this time of the 
year only that prospects excel in beauty. But if 
the eye is delighted, the ear hath likewise its pro- 
par entertainment. The music of the birds at thb 
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time of the year, hath something in it so wildly 
sweet, as makes me less relish the most elaborate 
compositions of Italy. The vigour which the 
warmth' of the sun pours afresh into their veins, 
prompts them to renew their species ; and there- 
by puts the male upon wooing his matej with 
more mellow warblings, and to swell his throat 
with more violent modulations. It is an amuse- 
ment by no means below, the dignity of a rational 
soul, to observe the pretty creatures flying in 
pairs, to mark the different passions in their in- 
trigues, the curious contexture of their nests, and 
their care and tenderness of their little offspring. 

I am particularly acquainted with a wagtail and 
his spouse, and made many remarks upon the 
several gallantries he hourly used, before the coy 
female would consent to make him happy, \yhen 
I saw in how many jairy rings he was forced to 
pursue her ; how sometimes she tripped before 
him in a pretty pitty-pat step, and scarce seemed 
to regard the covering of his wings, and the many 
auk ward and foppish contortions into which he 
put his body to do her homage, it made me re- 
flect upon my own youth, and the caprices of the 
fair but fantastic Teraminta. Often have I wish- 
ed that I understood the language of birds, when 
I have heard him exert an eager ch\ickle at her 
leaving him ; and do not doubt; but that he mut- 
tered the same vows and reproaches which I of- 
ten have ventured against that unrelenting maid. 

The sight that gave me the most satis^ction 
was a flight of young birds, under the conduct of 
the father, and indulgent directions and as- 
sistance of the dam. I took particular notice of 
a beau goldfinch, who was picking his plumes, 
pruning his wings, and with great diligence, ad- 
justing all his gaudy gai'niture. When he liad 
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equipt himself with great trimness and nicety^ he 
stretched his painted neck, which seemed to 
brighten with new glowings, and strained his 
throat into many wild notes and natural melody. 
He then flew about the nest in several circles 
and windings, and invited his wife and chil- 
dren into open air. It was very entertaining to 
see the trembling and the fluttering little stran- 
gers at their first appearance in the world, and 
the difle^ent care of the male and female parent, 
so suitable to their several sexes. I could not 
take my eye quickly f^om so entert£uning an ob< 
ject ;«nor could I help wishing, that creatures of 
a superior rank would so manifest their mutual 
affection, and so cheerfully concur in providing 
for their offspring. 

I shall conclude this tattle about the spring, 
which I usually call ^ the youth and health of the 
year,* with some verses whkh I transcribe from a 
manuscript poem upon hunting. The author 
gives directions, that hounds should breed in the 
spring, whence he takes occasion, after the man- 
ner of the ancients, to make a digression in praise 
of that season. The verses here subjoined, are 
not all upon that subject ; but the transitions slide 
so easily into one another, that I knew not how 
to leave off, until I had writ out the whole di- 
gression. 

In spring, let loose thy males. Then all things prove 
The stings of pleasure, and the pangs of love : 
Ethereal Jove then glads, with genial showers. 
Earth's mighty womb, and strews her lap with flow'rs ; 
Hence juices mount, and buds, embolden'd, try 
More kindly breezes, imd a softer sky ; 
Kind Venus revels. Hark ! on ev'ry bough. 
In lulling strains Uie feather'd warblers woo, 

Q2 
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Fell tygers soflen in th' infectious flames. 
And lions fawning^ court their brinded dames : 
Great Love pervades the deep ; to please bis mate, 
The whale, in gambols, moves his monstrous weight; 
Heav'd by his wayward mirth Old Ocean roars. 
And scatter'd navies bulge on distant shores. 

All nature smiles : Come now, nor fear, my love. 
To taste the odours of the woodbine grove. 
To pass the evening glooms in harmless play. 
And sweetly swearing, languish life away. 
An altar bound with recent flowers, I rear 
To thee, best season of the various year : 
All hail ! such days in beauteous order ran. 
So soft, so sweet, when first the world began ; 
In Eden's bowers, when man's great sire assigned 
The names'and rtatures of the brutal kind. 
Then lamb and lion friendly walk'd their round. 
And hares updaunted lick'd the fondling hound ; 
WondVous to tell ! but when with luckless hand. 
Our daring mother broke the sole command. 
Then want and envy brought their meagre tr^n, • 
Then wrath came down, and death had leave to reign j 
Hence foxes earth'd, and wolves abhorr'd the day. 
And hungry churls ensnar*d the nightly prey. 
Rude arts at first ; but witty want refin'd 
The huntsman's wiles, and famine form'd the mind. 

Bold Nimrod first the lion's tropliies wore. 
The panther bound, and lanc'd the bristling boar ; 
He taught to turn the hare> to bay the deer. 
And wheel the courser in his mid career. 
Ah I had he there restrsun'd his tyrant hand ! 
Let me, ye pow'rs, an humble wreath demand : 
No pomps I ask, which crowns and scepters yield ^ 
Nor daiig'rous laurels in the dusty field : - 
Fast by the forest, and the limpid spring. 
Give me the warfare of the woods to sing. 
To breed my whelps, and healthful press the game, 
A mean, inglorious, but a guiltness name. 
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N° 126. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5, 1713. 



Hoino sum, hupiani nihil a me alienum puto. 

Ter. Heaut. Act i. Sc. 1. 

I am a man, and have- a fellow-feeling of every thing 
belonging" to man. 

If we consider the whole scope of the Creation 
thjit lies within our view, the moral and intellec- 
tual, as well as the natural and corporeal ; we 
shall perceive throughout, a certain x;orrespon- 
dence of the parts, a similitude of operation, and 
unity of design, which plainly demonstrate tlie 
universe to be the work of one infinitely good 
and wise Being ; and that the system of tliinking 
beings is actuated by laws -derived from the same 
divine power, which ordained those by which the 
corporeal system is upheld. 

From the contemplation of the order, motion, 
and cohesion of natural bodies, philosophers are 
now agreed, that there is a mutual attraction be- 
tween the most distant pstrts at least of this solar 
system. All those bodies that revolve round the 
sun are drawn towards each other, and towards 
the sun, by some secret, viniform, and never-ceas- 
ing principle. Hence it is, that the earth (as 
well as the other planets) witliout flying off in a 
tangent line, constantly rolls about the sun, and 
rthe moon about the earth, without deserting her 
companion in so many thousand years. And as 
the larger systems of the universe are held to- 
gether by this cause, so likewise the particular 
globes derive their cohesion and consistence 
from it. 
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Now if we carry our thoughts from the corpo- 
rt^al to the moral world, we may observe in the 
spirits or minds of men, a like principle oLat- 
traction, whereby they arc drawn together in com- 
munities, clubs, families, friendships, and all the 
various species of society. As in bodies, where 
the quantity is the same, the attraction is strong- 
est between those which are placed nearest to 
ej:^ch other ; so it is likewise in the mind of men, 
CiMteris fiaribus^ between those which are most 
nearly related. Bodies that are placed a.t the dis* 
tance of many millions of miles, may nevertheless 
attract and constantly operate on each other, al- 
though this action do not shew itself by an union 
or approach of those distant bodies so long as 
they ai e withheld by the contrary forces of other 
bodies, which, at the same time, attract them c\if» 
ferent ways ; but would, on the supposed removal 
of all other bodies, mutually approach and unite 
with each other. The like holds with regard to 
the human soul, whose affection towards the in*- 
dividuals of the same species, who are distantly 
related to it, is rendered inconspicuous by its more 
powerful attraction towards those who have a 
nearer relation to it. But as those are removed, 
the tendency which before lay concealed doth 
gradually disclose itself. 

A man who has no family is more strongly atr 
tracted towards his friends and neighbours ; aad 
i£ absent from these, he naturally falls into aa 
acquaintance with those of his 6wn city or couDf* 
try ^'ho chance to be in the same place. Two 
Englishmen meeting at Rome or Constantinople, 
Boon run into a familiarity. And in China.- or Ja^ 
pan, Europeans would think their being so, it 
good res^on for their uiuting in paiticulsu* con* 
wr^e* F^itherj in case we suppose ourselves 
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translated into Jupiter or Saturn, and there to 
meet a Chinese or other more distant native of 
our own planet, we should look on him as a near 
relation, and readily commencie a friendship with 
him. These are natural reflections, and such as 
may convince us that we are linked by an im- 
perceptible chain to every individual of the hu- 
man race. 

The several great bodies which compose the 
solar system are kept from joining together at 
the common center of gravity by the rectilinear 
motions the Author of nature has impressed on 
each of tliem ; which, concurring with the at- 
tractive principle, form their respective orbits 
round the sun ; upon the ceasing of which mo- 
tions, the general law of gravitation that is now 
thwarted, would shew itself by drawing them all 
into one mass. After the same manner, in tlie 
parallel case of society, private passions and mo- 
tiotis of the soul do often obstruct the operation ^ 
of that benevolent uniting instinct implanted in 
human nature ; which notwithstanding doth still 
exert, and will not fail to shew itself when those 
obstructions are taken away. 

vThe mutual gravitation of bodies cannot be ex- 
plained any other, way than by resolvipg it into 
the immediate operation of God, who never ceases"^ 
to dispose and actuate his creatures in a manner 
suitable to their respective beings. So neither 
can that reciprocal attraction in the minds of men 
be accounted for by any other cause. It is not 
the result of education, law, or fashion ; but is 
a principle originallj ingrafted in the very first 
formation of the soul by the Author of our nature. 

And as the attractive power in bodies is the 
most universal principle which produceth innu- 
merable effects, and is a key to, explain the vari- 
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<ms phenomena of nature ; so tbe tolr^sponding 
social appetite in hunran souls is the great spring 
and source of moral actions. This it is that in* 
clines each individual to an intercourse with his 
species, and models every one to that behaviour 
which best suits with the common well-being. 
Hence that sympathy in our nature, whereby wc 
feel the pains and joys of our fellow-creatures. 
Hence that prevalent love in parents towards 
their children, which is neither foiuided on the 
merit of the object, nor yet on self-interest. It 
is this that makes us inquisitive concerning the 
affairs of distant nations, which can have no in- 
fluence on our own. It is this that extends our 
care to future generations, and excites us to acts 
of beneficence towards those who are not yet in 
being, and consequently from^whom we can ex- 
pect no recompence. In a word, hence arises 
that diffusive sense of humanity so unaccountable 
to the selfish man who is untouched with it, and 
is indeed a sort of monster, or anomalous pro- 
duction. 

These thoughts do naturally si^ggest the fcd- 
lowing particulars. First, that as social inclina- 
tions are absolutely necessary to the well-being 
of the WQrld, it is the duty ^xvd interest of eaah 
individual to cherish, and improve them to the 
benefit of mankind ; the duty, because it is agree- 
/ able to the intention of the Author of our being, 
who aims at the common good of his creatures, 
and as an indication of his will, hath implanted 
the seeds of mutual benevolence in our souls ; the 
interest, because the good of the whole is insepa«* 
rable from that of the parts ; in promoting, there- ^ 
fore, the common good, every one doth at the 
tsame time promote his .own private interest. 
Another observation I shall draw from the pren^^^- 



Ko.126. OUARDUN. g7 

ises is, That it makes a signal proof of the divini- 
ty of the Christian religion, that the main duty 
which it inculcates above all others is charity. 
Different maxims and precepts have distinguish- 
ed the different sects of philosophy and religion ; 
our Lord's peculiar precept is, ' Love thy neigh- 
bour as tliyself. By this shall all men know that 
you are my disciples, if you love one another/ 

I will not say^ that what is a most shining proof 
Ckf our religion, is not often a reproach to its pro- 
fessors ; but this I think very plain, that whether 
we regard the analogy of nature, as it appears in 
the mutual attraction or gravitations of the mun- 
dane system, in the general frame and constitu- 
tion of the human soul ; or lastly, in the ends and 
aptn«Sb which are discoverable in all parts of the*^ 
visible and intellectual world ; we shall not doubt ' 
but the preceptj which is the characteristic of our 
religion, came from the Author of nature. Some 
of our modern free-thinkers would indeed insin- 
liate the Christian morals to be defective} because^ 
Bay they, there is no mention made in the gos- 
pel (^ the virtue of friendship. These sagacious 
men (if I might be allowed the use of that vuU 
^^r saying) ' cannot see the wood for trees." That 
a religion, whereof the main drift is to inspire its 
professors with the most noble and jclisin|ereste<i 
spirit of love, charity, and beneficence, to ail man- 
kind ; or, in other words, with a friendsiiip to ev- 
ery individual man ; should be taxed with the 
-want of that v^ry virtue, is surely a glaring evi- 
dence of the blindness and prejudice of its adver- 
saries. 



28 GUARDUN. No. 127. 
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Lucit amabiliter- 



He sported agreeably. 

As agreeable young gentleman, that has a talent 
for poetry, and does me the favour to entertain 
me with his performances after my more serious 
studies, read me yesterday the following transla- 
tion. In this town, where there are so many 
women of prostituted charms, I am very glad 
when I gain &o much time of reflection from a 
youth of a gay turn, as is taken up in any com- 
position, though the piece he writes is not foreign 
to that of his natural inclmation. For it is a great 
step towrfrds gaining upon the passions, that there 
is a delicacy in the choice of their object ; and 
to (urn the imaginations towards a bride, rather 
than a mistress, is getting a great way towards 
being in the interest of virtue. It is an hopeless 
manner of reclaiming youth which has been prac- 
tised by some moralists, to declaim against pleas- 
ure in p:eneral. No ; the way is to shew, that 
the pleasurable course is that which is limited 
and governed by reason. In this case virtue is 
upon equal terms with vice, and has, with all the 
same indulgences o£ desire, the advantage of 
safety in honour and reputation. I have for this 
reason often. thought of exercising my pupils, of 
whom I have several of admirable talents, upon 
writing little poems, or epigrams, which in a vol- 
ume 1 would entitle The Seeing Cupid. These 
compositions should be writt^ on the little ad- 
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vances made towards a young lady of the strictest 
virtue, and all the circumstances alluded to in ^ 
them, should have something that might please ] 
her mind in its purest innocence, as well as cele- 1 
brate her person in its highest beauty, This *\ 
■work would instruct a woman to be a good wife, 
all the while it is a wooing her to be a bride. i 
Imagination and reason should go hand in hand i 
in a generous amour ; for when it is otherwise, 
real discontent and aversion in marriage, succeed 
the groundless and wild promise of imagination 
in courtship. 

The court of Venus from Claudian^ being fiart of 
the E/iithalamium on Honoriua and Maria, 

In the fam*d Cyprian isle a mountain stands. 
That casts a shadow into distant lands. 
In rain access by human feet is try*d. 
Its lofty brow looks d(»wn with noble pride 
On bounteous Nile, thro* seven wide channels spread ; 
And sees old Proteus irt his oozy bed. 
Alon^ its sides no hoai^ frosts presume 
To blast the myrtle shrubs, or nip Uie bloom. 
The winds with caution sweep the rising flowers. 
While balmy dews descend, and vernal showers. 
The ruling orbs no wintry horrors bring, 
' Fix*d in tli' indulg-ence of eternal spring. 
Unfaded sweets in purple scenes appear, 
And genial breezes soften all the year. 
The nice, luxurious soul, uncloy'd may rove ; 
From pleasures still to circling pleasures move ; 
For endless beauty kindles endless love. ' 

The mountain, when the summit once you gain, 
Falls by degrees, aivd sinks into a plain ; 
Where the pleas*d eye may flow*ry meads behold, 
Inclos'd with branching oar, and hedg'd with gfoKl : 
^Or where large crops the gen'rous glebe supplies^ 
And yellow harvests unprovok'd arise. 
VOL. III. D 
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For, by miW zephyrs fann*d, the teeming soil 
Yields ev'py grain, nor asks the peasant's toil. 
These were the bribes, the price of heav'nly charms ; 
These C}therea won to Vulcan's arms : 
For such a bliss he such a g^ft bestow'd ; 
The rich, th* immortal labours of a god. 

A sylvan scene, in solemn state display'dy 
Flatters each feather 'd warbler with a shade s 
But here no bird its painted wings can move. 
Unless elected by the Queen of Love. 
Ere made a member of this tuneful throng, 
She hears the songster, and approves the song : 
The joyous victors bop from spray to spray ; 
The vanquished fly with mournful notes away. 

Branches in branches twin'd, compose the grove ; 
And shoot, and spread, and blossom into love. 
The trembling palms their mutual vows repeat ; 
And bending poplars bending poplars meet : 
The distant plantains seem to press more nigh ; 
And to the sighing alder, alders sigh. 
Blue heav*ns above tliem smilq ; and all below. 
Two murmVing streams in wild meanders flow. 
This mix'd with gall ; and that like honey sweet ; 
But ah ! too soon th' unfriendly waters meet I 
Steep'd in these springs (if verse belief can g^in} 
The dai'ts of Lpve their double power attain : 
Hence all mankind a bitter sweet have found, 
A painful pleasure, and a grateful wound. 

Along the grassy banks, in bright array. 
Ten tliousdnd little loves their wing« display : 
Qiiivers and bows their usual sports proclaim ; 
Their di-ess, their stature, and their looks the same ; 
■ Smiling in innocence, and ever young, 
» And tender, as the nymphs from whom tliey sprung ; 
For Venus didlsut boast one only son. 
And rosy Cupid was that boasted one ; 
He, uncontrol'd, thro* heaven extends his sway, 
And gods and goddesses by turns obey ; 
. ' Or if he stoo|:» on earth, great princes bum, 
^ Sicken on thrones, and wreath'd with laurels mourn. 
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Tb* inferior powers o'er hearts inferior reign, 
And pierce the rural fair, or homely swain, 
Here Love's imperial pomp is spread ai*om)d, 
Voluptuous lib^rt^ that knows no bound ; 
And sudden storms of wrath, which soot/ decline ; 
And midnight watchines o'er the fumes of wine ; 
Unartful tears and hectic looks,, that show 
With silent eloquence the lover's woe ; 
Boldness unfledg^'d, and to stol'n raptures new 
Half trembling stands, and scarcely daces puraue : 
Fears that delight, and anxious doubts of joy, 
Which clieck our swelling hopes, but not destroy ; 
And short-breath'd vows, forgot as soon as made. 
On airy pinions flutter through the glade. 
Youth with a haughty look, and gay attire. 
And rolling eyes that glow with soft desire. 
Shines forth exalted on a pompous seat ; 
While sullen cares and wither d age retreat 

Now from afar the palace seems to blaze. 
And hither would extend its golden rays ; 
But by reflection of the grove is seen 
The gold still vary'd by the waving green. 
For Mulciber with secret pride beheld 
How far his skill all human wit excelled ; 
And g^wn uxorious, did the work design 
To speak the artist, and the art divine. 
Proud columns towering* high, support the frame. 
That hewn from hyacinthian quarries came. 
The beams are emeralds, and yet scarce adorn 
The ruby waUs on which themselves are born. 
The pavement, rich with veins of agate lies ; 
And steps with shining jasper slippery rise. 

Here spices in parterres promiscuous blow. 
Not from Arabia's fields more odours flow ; 
The wanton winds through g^ves of cassia play. 
And steal the ripened fragrances away ; 
Here with its load the wild amomum bends ; 
There cinnamon, in rival sweets, contends ; 
A rich perfume the ravish'd senses fills, . 
While from tlie weeping tree the balm distils. 
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At these deljghtful bowers arrives at last 

The God of Love, a tedious journey past ; 

Then shapes his way to reach the fronting gate. 

Doubles his majesty, and walks in state. 

It chanc'd upon a radiant throne recUn'd, 

Venus her golden tresses did unbind . 

Proud to be thus employ d, on either hand 

Th* Idalian sisters, rang d in order 9ti&id. 
Ambrosial essence one bestows in showers. 
And lavishly whole streams of nectar pours. 

With ivory combs another's dextrous care 

-Or curls, or opens the dishevel*d hair ; 
A third, industrious with a nicer eye. 
Instructs the ringlets in what form to lie : 
Yet leaves some few, that, not so closely prest, 
3poi't in the wind, and wanton from the rest. 
Sweet negligence ! by artful study wrought, 
A graceful error, and a lovely fault. 
The judgment of the glass is here unknown. 
Here mirrors aresupply'd by ev'ry stone. 
Where'er the goddess turns, her image falls. 
And a new Venus dances on the walls. 
Now whilst she did her spotless form survey, 
Pleas'd with Love's empire, and almighty sway : 
She spy d her son, and fir'd with eager joy 
Sprung forwards, aii<jl embraced the fav'rite boy. 
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Belenda est Carthago • 

Demolish Carthage. 

It is usually. thought, with great justice, a very 
impertinent thing in a private man to intermed-^ 
die in matters which regard the state. But the 
memorial which is mentioned in the following 
letter is so daring, and so apparently (Resigned 
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for the most traitorous purpose imaginable, that 
I do not care what misinterpretation I suffer, when 
I expose it to the resentment of all men who 
value their country, or have any regard to the 
honour, safety, or glory of their queen. It is cer- 
tain there is not much danger in delaying the 
demolition of Dunkirk during the life of his pre- 
sent most Christian majesty, who is renowned for 
the most inviolable regard to treaties ; but that 
pious prince is aged, and in case of his decease, 
now the power of France and Spain is in the 
$ame family, it is possible an ambitious succes- 
sor (or his ministry in a king's minority) might 
dispute his being bound by the act of his prede- 
cessor in so weighty a particular. 

< Mr. Ironside, 
<You employ your important moments me- 
thinks, a little too frivolously, when you consider 
so often little circumstances of dress and behav- 
iour, and never make mention of matters wherein 
you and all your fellow-subjects in general are 
concerned. I give you now an opportunity, not 
only of manifesting your loyalty to your queen, 
but your affection to your country, if you treat an 
insolence done to them botl^ with the disdain it 
deserves. The inclosed printed paper in French 
and English has been handed about the town, and 
given gratis to passengers in the streets at noon- 
day. You see the title of it is, " A most humble 
address, or memorial, presented to her majesty 
the queen of Great Britain, by the deputy of the 
magistrates of Dunkirk." The nauseous memo- 
rialist, with thfe most fulsome flattery, tells the 
queen of her thunder, and of wisdom and clemen- 
cy adored by ^all the earth ; at the same time 

* D 2 
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t;hat he attempts to undermine her power, and 
escape her wisdom, by beseeching her to do an 
act which will give a welUgrounded jealousy to 
her people. What the sycophant desires is, that 
the mole and dykes of Dunkirk may be spared ; 
Ri^d it seems the sieur Tugghe, for so the peti* 
tioner is ca-ied, was thunder-struck by the de- 
punciation (which he says) "the lord viscount 
Eolingbroke.made to him "that her majesty did 
pot think to make any alteration in the dreadful 
gentepce she had pronounced against the town. 
'fdr. Ironside, I think you would do an act wor-' 
thy your general humanity, if you would put the 
sieur Tugghe right in this matter ; and let him 
Jtnow, that her majesty has pronounced no sen-» 
tence against the town, but his most Christian 
majesty has agreed that the town and harbour shall 
{)^ demolished. 
' ' That the British nation expect the immediate 
(Jemolitipn of it. 

' That the very common people know, that 
w>Jiin three months after the signing of the 
peace, the works toward the sea, were to be dc-e 
fnolished ; and, within " three months after it, the 
V^orks towards the land." 

' That the said peace was signed thfc last of 
March, O. S. 

♦ That thp parliament has been told from the 
queen, that the equivalent for it is in the handi^ 
of the French king. 

' That the sieur Tugghe has the impudence to 
l^sik the queen to remit the most material part of 
the articles of peace between her majesty and hit^ 
juaster. 

< That tho British nation received more damage 

in their 11^4^ frpm the pon of DunHirkj xl\m from 
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almost all the ports of France, either in the O- 
cean, or the Mediterranean. 

< That fleets of above thirty sail have come to- 
gether out of Dunkirk, during the late war, and 
taken ships of war as well as merchantmen. 

' That the pretenfler sailed from thence to Scot- 
land ; and that it is the only port the French have 
until you come to Brest, for the whole length of 
St. George's channel, where any considerable na-* 
val armament can be made. 

* That destroying the fortifications of Dunkirk 
is an inconsiderable advantage^ to England, in 
comparison to the advantage of destroying the 
niole, dykes, and ' hatbour ; it being the naval 
force from thence which only can hurt the Bri- 
tish nation. 

* That the British nation expect the immediate 
demolition of Dunkirk. 

' That the Dutch, who suffered equalfy with 
us from those of Dunkirk, were probably induc- 
ed to sign the treaty with France from this con- 
sideration, that the town and harbour of Dunkirk 
should be destroyed. 

* That the situation of Dunkirk is such, as that 
it may always keep runners to observe all ships 
sailing on the Thames and Medway. 

* That all the suggestions which the sieur Tug-» 
ghe^ brings concerning the Dutch, are false and 
scandalous. 

* That whether it may be advantageous to the 
trade of Holland or not, that Dunkirk should he 
demolished ; it is necessary for the safety, ho.i-» 
our, and liberty of England, that it should be so. 

* That when Dunkirk is demolished, the power 
pf France, on that side, should it ever be turvied 
against U8| yriU be removed several hundred 
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miles further off Great Britain than it is at pre- 
sent. 

' That' after the demolition, there can be no 
considerable preparation made at sea by the 
French on all the channel, but at Brest ; and that 
Great Britain being an island, which canno( be 
attacked but by a naval power, we may esteem 
France effectually removed, by the demolition, 
from Great Britain, as far as the distance from 
Dunkirk to Brest. 

< Pray Mr. Ironside, repeat this last particular ; 
and put it in a different letter. That the demoli- 
lition of Dunkirk will remove France many hun- 
dred miles farther off from us; and then repeat 
again, that the British iTation expects the demo- 
lition of Dunkirk^ 

, *■ I demand of you, as you love and honour your 
queen and country, that you insert this letter, or 
speak to this purpose, your own way ; for in this 
all parties must agree, that however bound in 
friendship one nation is with another, it is but 
prudent that in case of a rupture, they should be^ 
if possible, upon equal terms. 

< Be honest, old Nestor, and say all this; for 
whatever half-witted hot whigs may think, we all 
value our estates and liberties, and every true 
man of each party must think himself concerned 
that Dunkirk should be demolished. 

' It lies upon all who have the honour to be in 
the ministry to hasten this matter, and not let the 
credulity of an honest brave people be thus in* 
famously abused in our open streets. 

( I cannot go on for indignation ; but pray God 
that our mercy to France may not exjjose us to 
the mercy of France. 

Your humble servant, 

£n6(.ish Tory.* 
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■I Animaaque in mUnere ponunt. 

ViRG. Georgf. iv. 238. 

^nd part with life, only to wound their foe. 

Akger is so uneas^r a guest in the heatt, that he 
may be said to be bom unhappy who i3 of a 
rough and choleric disposition. • The moralists 
bave defined it to be 'a desire of revenge for 
some injury offered.* Men of hot and heady tem- 
pers are eagerly desirous of vengeance, the very 
moment .they apprehend themselves injured: 
whereas the cool and sedate watch proper op- 
portunities to return grief for grief to their ene- 
my. By this means it often happens that the 
choleric inflict disproportion ed punishments upon 
slight and sometimes imaginary offences : but 
the temperately revengeful have leisure to weigh 
the merits of the cause, and thereby either to 
smother their secret resentments, or to seek pro- 
per and adequate reparations for the damages 
they have sustained. Weak minds are apt to 
speak well of the man of fury ; because, when the 
storm is over, he is full of sorrow and repen- 
tance ; but the truth is, he is apt to commit such 
ravages during his madness, that when he comes 
to himself, he becomes tame then, for the same 
reason that he ran wild before, ' only to give him- 
self case ;' and is a friend only to himself in both 
extremities. Men of this unhappy make, more 
frequently than any others, expect that their 
friends should bear with their infirmities. Their 
friends should in return desire them to correct 
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their infirmities. The common excuses, that they 
cannot help it, that it was soon over, that they 
harbour no malice in their hearts, are arguments 
for pardoning a bull or a mastiff; but shall ne^^r 
reconcile me to an intellectual savage. Why m- 
deed should any one imagine, that persons inde- 
pendent upon him should venture into his society, 
who hath not yet so far subdued his boiling blood, 
but that he is ready to do something the next 
minute which he can never repair, and hath no- 
thing to plead in his own behalf but that he is 
apt to do mischief as fast as he can i Such a 
man may be feared, he may be pitied ; he can ne- 
ver be loved. 

I would not hereby be so understood as if I 
meant to recommend slow knd "deliberate mal- 
ice ; I would only observe, that men of modera- 
tion are of a more amiable character than the rash 
and inconsiderate ; but if they do not husband the 
talent that Heaven hath bestowed upon them, 
they are as much more odious than the choleiuc, 
as the devil is more horrible than a brute. It is 
harcl to say which of the two when injured is 
more troublesome to himself, or more hurtful to 
his enemy ; the one is boisterous and gentle by 
fits, dividing his life between guilt and repen- 
tance, now all tempest, again all sun-shine. The 
other hath a smoother but more lasting anguish, 
lying under a perpetual gloom ; the latter is a 
cowardly man, the former a generous beast. If 
he may be held unfortunate who cannot be sure' 
but that he may do something the next minute 
which he shall lament doing his life ; what shall 
we think of him who hath a soul so infected that 
he can never be happy until he hath made ano- 
ther miserable ? What wars may we imagine 
perpetually raging in his breast ! What dark 
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stratagems, unworthy designs, inhuman wishes, 
dreadful resolutions ! A snake curled in many in- 
tricate mazes, ready to sting a traveller, and t9 
hi^s him in the pangs of death, is no unfit em- 
blem of such an artful, unsearchable projector. 
Were I to choose an enemy, whether should I 
wish for one that would stab me suddenly, or 
one that would give me an Italian poison, subtle 
and lingering, yet as certainly fatal as the stroke 
of a stiletto ? Let the reader determine the doubt 
in his own mind. 

There is yet a third sort of revenge, if it may 
be called a third, -which is compounded of the 
other two : I mean the ndstaken honour which 
hath too often a place in generous breasts. Men 
of good education, though naturally choleric, re- 
strain their wrath so far as to seek convenient 
times for vengeance. The single combat seems 
so generous a way of ending controversies, that 
until we have stricter laws, the number of widows 
and orphans, and I wish I could not say of wretch- 
ed spirits, will be increased. Of all the medals 
which have been str^ick in honour of a neigh- 
bouring monarch, there is not one which can 
give him so true renown as that upon the suc- 
cess of his edicts for abolishing the impious prac- 
tice of duelling. 

What inclined me at present to write upon 
this subject, was the sight of the following let- 
ters, which I can assure the reader to be genu- 
ine. They concern two noble names among us ; 
but the crime of which the gentlemen are guilty 
beai^ too prevalently the name of honour, to need 
An apology to their relations fot reviving the 
mention of ;heir duel. But the dignity of wrath, 
and the cool and deliberate preparation (by pas- 
sing different climes, and waiting convenient sea- 
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sons) for murdering each other, when we consi- 
der them as moved by a sense of honour, must 
raise in the reader as much compassion as hor- 
ror. 

A Monsieur Monsieur Sackville. 

< I TMAT>am in Ftance hear how much you 
attribute to yourself in this time, that I have 
given the world leave to ring* your praises 

If you call to memory, whereas I gave you my 
hand last, I told you I reserved the heart for a 
truer reconciliation. Now be that noble gentle- 
man my love once spoke yoU) and come and do 
him right that could recite the trials you owe 
your birth and country, were I not confident your 
honour gives you the same courage to do me 
right, that it did to do me wrong. Be master of 
your own weapons and time ; the place whereso- 
ever I will wait on you. By doing this you shall 
shorten revenge, and clear the idle opinion the 
world hath of both our worths, 
t £d. Bruce. 

vf Mons. Monsieur le Baron de Kinloss. 

< As it shall be always far from me to seek a 
quarrel, so will I always be ready to meet with 
any that desire to make trial of my valour hif so 
fair a course as you require. A witness whereof 
yourself shall be, who within a month shall re- 
ceive a strict account of time, place, and wea- 
pon, where you shall find me ready disposed to 
give you honourable satisfaction by him that shall 
conduct you thither. In the mean time be as 

* Rin|p witfa; ^ 
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secret of the appointment as it seems you are 
desirous of it. 

£i>. Sackville.' 

A Mons. Monsieur le Baron de Kinloss. 

' I AM ready at Tergosa, a town in Zealand, to 
give you that satisfaction your sword can render 
you, accompanied wijth a worthy gentleman for my 
second, in degree a knight ; and for your com- 
ing I will not limit you a peremptory day, but 
desire you to make a definite and speedy repair 
for your own honour, and fear of prevention, until 
which time you shall find me there. 

Ed. Sackville.' 

Tergoso,* Aug. 10, 1613. 

A Mona, Monsieur Sackville. 

* I have received your letter by your man, and 
acknowledge you have dealt nobly with me, and 
now I come with all possible haste to meet you. 

Ed. Bruce.* 

* Targo, famous for the painted window in the cithe- 
dral, A. 
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N« 130. MONDAY, AUGUST 10, 1713, 

— Vacuum sine mente popellum. Mvsx Anglicasje. 
An empty, thoughtless tribe. 

As the greatest part of mankind are more affect- 
ed by things which strike the senses, than by ex- 
cellencies that are to be discerned by reason and 
thought, they form very erroneous judgments 
when they compare one with the other. An emi- 
nent instance of this is, that vulgar notion that 
men addicted to contemplation are less useful 
members of society than those of a different 
course of life. The business therefore of my pre- 
sent paper shall be to compare the distinct merits 
of the speculative and the active piyrts of man- 
kind. 

The advantages arishig from the labours of 
generals and pojiticians are confined to narrow 
tracts of the earth ; and while they promote the 
interest of their own country, they lessen or ob- 
struct that of other nations : whereas the light 
and knowledge that spring from speculation are 
not limited to any single spot, but equally diffus- 
ed to the benefit of Uie whole globe. Besides, 
for the most part, the renown only of men of ac- 
tion is transmitted- to distant posterity, their great 
exploits either dying with themselves, or soon 
after them ; whereas speculative men continue to 
deserve well of the world thousands of years af- 
ter they have left it. Their merits are propagat- 
ed with their fame, which is due to them, but a 
free gift to those, whose beneficence has not out- 
lived their persons. 
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What benefit do we receive from the renown- 
ed deeds of Caesar or Alexander, that we should 
make them the constant tliem^s of our praise ? 
while the name of Pythagoras is more sparingly 
celebrated, though it be to him that we are in- 
debted for our trade and riches. They may seeni 
strange to a vulgar reader, but the following re- 
flection will make it plain. That philosopher 
invented the forty-seventh proposition of the first 
book o'f Euclid, which is the foundation of trigo- 
nometry and consequently of navigation, upon 
which the commerce of Great Britain depends. 

The mathematics are so useful and ornamen- 
tal to human life, that the ingenious sir William 
Temple acknowledges, in some part of his writ- 
ings, all those advantages which distinguish po- 
lite nations fram barbariahs to be derived from 
them. But as these sciences cultivate the exte- 
rior parts of life, there are others of a more ex- 
cellent nature, that endue the^ heart with rudi- 
ments of virtue, and by opening our prospects, 
and awakening our hopes, produce generous emo- 
tions and sublime sentiments in the soul. 

The divine sages of antiquity, who by trans- 
mitting down to us their speculations upon good 
and evil, upon Providence, and the dignity and 
duration of thfnking beings, have impripted an 
idea of m.oral excellence on the minds of men, 
are most eminent benefactors to human nature ; 
and however overlooked in the loud and thought- 
less applauses that are every day bestowed on 
the slaughterers and disturbers of mankind, yet 
they will never want the esteem and approbation 
of the wise and virtuous. 

TSis apology in behalf of the speculative part 
of mankind, who make useful truth the end of 
their being, and its acquisition the business as 
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well as entertainment of their lives, seems not 
improper, in order to i^ectify the mistake of those 
Tvho measure merit by noise and outward appear- 
ance, and are too apt to depreciate and ridicule 
men of thought and retirement. 1'he raillery and 
reproaches which are thrown on that species by 
thoise who abound in animal life, would incline 
©ne to think the world not sufficiently convinced 
thiit whatsoever is good or excellent proceeds 
from reason and reflection. 

Even those who only regard truth as such, 
without communicating their thoughts, or apply- 
ing them to practice, will seem worthy members 
of the commonwealth, if we compare the inno- 
cence and tranquillity with which they pass their 
lives, with the fraud and impertinence of other 
men. But the number of those who by abstracted 
thoughts become useless, is inconsiderable in re- 
spect of them who are hurtful to mankind by an 
active and restless disposition. 

As m the distribution of other things, so in 
this the wisdom of Providence appears, that men 
addicted to intellectual pursuits bear a small pix)- 
portion to tliose who rejoice in exerting the force 
and activity of their corporeal organs ; for ope- 
rations of the latter sort are limited to a narrow 
extent of time and place, whereas those of the 
mind are permanent and universal. Plato and 
Euclid enjoy a sort of immortality upon earth, 
and at this day read lectures to the world. 

' But if to infoi-m the understanding, and regu- 
late the will, is the most lasting and diffusive 
benefit, there will not be found so useful and ex- 
cellent an institution as that of the Chrislitin 
priesthood, which is now become the scorn of 
fools. That a numerous order of men should be 
consecrated to the studv of the most sublime and 
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beneficial truths, with a design to propagate them 
by their discourses and writings, to inform their 
fellow-creatures of the being and attributes of 
the Deity, to possess their minds with a sense of 
a future state, and not only to explain the nature^ 
of every virtue and moral duty, but likewise to 
persuade mankind to the practice of them by the 
most poweiful and engaging motives, is a thing 
so excellent and necessary to the well-being of 
the world, that nobody but a modem free-thinker 
could have the forehead or folly to turn it into 
ridicule. 

< The light in which these points should be ex- 
posed to the view of one who is prejudiced agajinst 
the names religion, church, priest and the like, 
is to consider the clergy as so many philosophers, 
the churches as schools, and their sermons as lec- 
tures, for the information and improvement of the 
audience. How would the heart of Socrates or 
Tully have rejoiced, had they lived in a nation, 
where • the law had made provision for philoso- 
phers to read lectures of morality and theology 
every seventh day, in several thousands of schools 
erected at the public charge throughout the 
whole country ; at which lectures all ranks and 
sexes, without distinction, were obliged to be 
present for . their general improvement I And 
what wicked wretches would they think those men 
who would endeavour to defeat the purpose of 
so divine an institution ?* 

It is indeed usual with that low tribe of writers, 
to pretend their design is only to reform the 
church, and expose the vices, and not the order 
of the clergy. The author of a pamphlet printed 
the other &,y (which without my mentioning thq 
title, will on this occasion occur to the thoughts 

B 2 
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of those who have read it) hopes to insinuate by 
that artifice what he is afraid or ashamed openly 
to maintain. But there are two points which 
clearly shew -what it is he aims at. The first isi 
that he constantly uses the word priests in such 
a manner, as that his reader cannot but observe 
he means to throw an odium on the clergy of the 
church of England, from their being called by a 
name which they enjoy in common with heathens 
and impostors. 'The other is, his raking together 
and exaggerating, with great spleen and indus- 
try, all those actions of churchmen, which, either 
by their own illness, or the bad light in which he 
places them, tend to give men an ill impression 
of the dispensers of the gospel; all which he pr.-^ 
thetically addresses to the consideration of his 
wise and honest countrymen of the Jaity. The 
sophistry and ill-breeding of these proceedings 
are so obvious to men who have any pretence to 
that character, that 1 need say no more either of 
them or their author. 

The inhabitants of the earth may properly be 
ranged under the two general heads of gentle- 
men and mechanics. This distinction arises from 
the different occupations wherein they excit 
themselves. The former of these species is uni- 
versally acknowledged to be more honourable 
than the other, who are looked upon as a base and 
inferior order of men. But if the world is in the 
right in this natural judgment, it is not genemlly 
so in the distribution of particular persons under 
their respective denominatipns. It is a clear set- 
tled point, that the gentleman should be prefer- 
red to the mechanic. But who is the gemleman, 
and who the mechanic, wants to be explained. 

The philosophers distinguish two parts in hu- 
man nature ; the rational and the animal. Nqw^ 
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if we attend to the reason of the thing, we shall 
find it difficult to assign a more just and adequate 
idea of these distinct species, than by defining the 
gentleman to be him whose occupations lies in 
the exertion of his rational faculties, and the me- 
chanic him who is employed in the use of his an- 
imal parts, or the organic parts of his body. 

The concurring assent of the world, in prefer- 
ring gentlemen t6 mechanics, seems founded in 
that preference which the rational part of our na- 
ture is entitled to above the animal; when we 
consider it in itself, as it is the scat of wisdom 
^d understanding, as it is pure and immortal, 
and as it is that which, of all the known works 
of the creation, bears the brightest impress of the 
Deity. t 

It claims the same dignity and pre-eminence, 
if we consider it with respect to its object. Me- 
chanical motives or operations are confined to a 
narrow circle of low and little things : whereas 
Reason inquires concerning the nature of intel- 
lectual beings ; the great Author of our exist- 
ence ; its end, and the proper methods of attain-- 
ing it. Or in case that noble faculty submit it- 
self to nearer objects, it is not, like the organic 
powers, confined to a slow and painful manner 
of action ; but shifts the scenes, and applies itself 
to the most distant objects with incredible ease 
and dispatch. Neither are the operations of the 
mind, like those of the hands, limited to one in- 
dividual object, btit at once extended to a whole 
species. 

And as we have shewn the intellectual powers 
to be nobler than those of motion, both in their 
own nature, and in regard to their object, the 
8|ime will still hold if we consider their of&ce. It 
is the prgyincc qf the former to presitic and di*» 
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rect ; of the latter, to execute and obey. Those 
who apply their hands to the materials appear 
the immediate builders of an edifice; but the beau- 
ty and proportion of it, is owing to the architect, 
who designed the plan in his closet. And in 
like manner, whatever there is either in art or 
nature, of use or regularity, will be found to pro- 
ceed from the superior principle of reason and 
understanding. These reflections how obvious 
soever, do nevertheless seem not sufficiently at- 
tended to by those, who being at great pains to im- 
prove the figure and motions of the body, neglect 
the culture of the mind. 

From the premises it follows, that a man may 
descend from an ancient family, wear fine clothe?, 
and be master of what is commonly called good- 
breeding, and yet not merit the name of gentle- 
man. All those whose principal accomplishments 
consist in the exertion of the mechanic powers, 
whether the organ made use of be the eye, the 
muscles of the face, the fingers, feet, or any oth- 
er part, are in jthe eye of reason to be esteemed 
mechanics. 

"I do therefore by these presents declare, that 
all men and women, bv what title soever distin- 
guished, whose occupation it is either to ogle with 
the eye, flirt with the fan, dress, cringe, adjust 
the muscles of the/ face, or other parts of tKe 
body, are degraded from the rank of eentry ; 
which is from this time forward appropriated to 
those who employ the talents of the mind in the 
pursuit of knowledge and practice of virtue, and 
are content to take their places as they are dis- 
tinguished by moral and intellectual accomplish- 
ments. 

The rest of the human species come under the 
appellation of mechanics, with this diflerenc^, 
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that the professed mechanics, who not pretending 
to be gentlemen, contain themselves within their 
proper sphere, are necessary to the well beings 
of mankind, and consequently should be more 
respected in a well-regulated commonwealth, 
than those mechanics who make a merit of being 
useless. 

Having hitherto considered the human species 
j^s distinguished into gentlemen and mechanics, 
I come now to treat of the machuies ; a sort of 
beings that have the outside or appearance of 
men, without being really such. The free-think- 
ers have often declared to the world, that they 
are not actuated by any incorporeal being or spi- 
rit; but that all the bpe rations they exert pro- 
ceed from the collision of certain corpuscles, en- 
dued with proper figures and motions. It is now 
a considerable time that I have been their proselyte 
in this point. I am even so far convinced that 
they are in the right, that 1 shall attempt proving 
it to others.' 

The mind being itself invisible, there is no 
other way to dihcern its existence, than by the ef- 
fects which it produceth. Where design,, order, 
and symmetry, are visible in the efi'ects, we con- 
clude the cause to be an Intelligent Being ; but 
where nothing of these can be found, we ascribe 
the effect to hazard, necessity, or the like. Now 
1 appeal to any one who is conversant in the 
modern pi-oductions of our free-thinkers, if they 
do not look rather like effects of chance, or at 
best of mechanism, than of a thinking principle, 
and consequently whether the authors of those 
rhapsodies are liot mere machines. 

The same point is likewise evident from their 
own assertion ; it being plain that no one could 
Tnistake thought for motion,. who knew what 
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thought was. For these reasons I do hereby 
give it in charge to all Christians, that hereafter 
they speak of free-thinkers in the' neuter gender, 
using the term * it' for < him.*' They are to be 
considered as automata, made up of bones and 
muscles, nerves, arteries, and animal spirits ; not 
so innocent indeed, but as destitute of thought 
and reasc«, as those little machines which the 
excellent author, fiom whom I take the motto of 
this paper, has so elegantly described. 
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Jker pigrorum quasi sepes spinaruin. 

Ex. Latin Pro v. 

The way of the slothful man is an hedge pf thoms. 

PROV. XV. 19. 

There are two sorts of persons within the con- 
sideration of my frontispiece.; the first are the 
mighty body of Lingerers, persons who do not 
indeed employ their time criminally, but are such 
pretty innocents, who, as the poet says, 



waste away 



In gentle inactivity the day. 

The others being something more vivacious, 
are such as d^ not only omit to spend their time 
well, but are in the constant pursuit of criminal 
satisfactions. Whatever the. divine may think, 
the case of the first seems to be the most deplor- 
able, as the habit of sloth is more invincible than 
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that of vice. The first is preferred even virheB 
the man is fully possessed of himself, and sub- 
mitted to with constant deliberation and cool 
thought. The other we are driven into general- 
ly through the heat of wine, or youth, which Mr. 
Hobbes calls a natural drunkenness ; and there- 
fore consequently are more excusable for any 
errors committed during the deprivation or sus- 
pension of our reason, than in the possession of 
it. The irregular starts of vicious appetites are 
in time destroyed by the gratification of them ; 
but a well-ordered life of sloth receives daily 
strength from its continuance. ' I went (says 
Solomon) by the field of the slothful, and the 
vineyard of the man void of understanding ; 
and lo I it was all grown over with thorns, and 
nettles had covered the face thereof, and the 
stohe wall thereof was broken down.' To raise 
the image of this person, the same author adds, 
^The slothful man hideth his hand in his bosom, 
ujid it grieveth him to bring it again to his 
mouth.' If there were no future account expect- 
ed of spending our time, the immediate incon- 
venience that attends a life of idleness should of 
ilsgif be persuasion enough to the men of sense 
to avoid it. I say to the men of sense, because 
there are of these that give, into it, and for these 
chiefly is this paper designed. Arguments drawn 
from future rewards and punishments, are things 
too remote for the consideration of stubborn san- 
guine youth. They are affected by such only as 
])ropose immediate pleasure or pain ; as the 
strongest persuasive to the children of Israel was 
a land flowing with milk and honey. I believe I 
may say thereMs more toil, fatigue, and uneasi- 
ness in sloth, than can be found in any employ- 
ment a man will put himself upon. When a 
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thoughtful man is once fixed this way, spleen is 
the necessary consequence. This directs him in- 
stantly to the contemplation of his health or cir- 
cumstances, which must ever be found extremely 
bad upon these melancholy inquiries. If he has 
any common business upon his hands, numberless 
objections arise, that make the dispatch of it im- 
possible ; and he cries out with Solomon, ' There 
is a lion in the way, a lion in the streets ;* that 
is, there is some difficulty or other, which to his 
imagination is as invincible as a lion really would 
be. The man, on thB contrary, that applies him- 
self to books, or business, contracts a cheerful 
confidence in all his undertakings, from the daily 
improvements of his knowledge or fortune, and 
instead of giving.himself up to 

* Thick-cy'd miwing", cursed melancholy,* 

SliAKSPEARE.- 

1 

has that constant life in his visage and conversa- 
tion, which the idle splenetic man borrows some- 
times from the sun-shine, exercise, or an agree- 
able friend. A recluse idle sobriety must be at- 
tended with more bitter remorse, than the most 
active debauchery can at any intervals be molested 
with. The rake, if he is a cautious manager, 
will allow himself very little time to examine his 
own conduct, and will bestow as few reflections 
upon himself, as the lingerer does upon any thing 
else unless he has the misfortune to repent. I 
repeat the misfortune to repent, because I have 
put the great day of account out of the present 
case, and am now inquiring, not whose life is 
most Irreligious, but most inconvenient. A gen- 
tleman that has formerly been a very eminent 
lingerer, and something splenetic, informs me, 
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that in one winter he drank six hampers of Spa- 
water> several gallons of chalybeate tincture, two 
hogsheads of bitters, at the rate of sixty pound an 
bogshead, laid one hundred and fifty infallible 
schen^es, in every one of which be was disap- 
pointedy received a thousand affronts during the 
morth-easterly winds, and in short run through 
more misery and expense, than the most merito- 
rious bravo could boast of. Another tells mcj 
that he fell into this way at the university, where 
the youth are too apt to be lulled into a state of 
such tranquillity as prejudices them against the 
bustle of that worldly business, for which this part 
of their education should prepare them. As he 
could with the utmost secrecy be idle in his own 
chamber, he says he was for some years irrecov- 
erably sunk, and immersed in tlie luxury of an 
easy-chair, though at the same time, in the gen- 
eral opinion, he passed for a hard student. Dur- 
ing this lethargy he had some intervals of appli- 
caticm to books, which rather aggravated than 
suspeiKied the painful thoughts of a mis-spent 
life. Thus his supposed relief became his pun- 
ishmenl;, and like the damned in Milton, upon 
their conveyance at certain revolutions from fire 
to iee, 

* — He felt by turns the bitter change 

Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more fierce.' 

When he had a mind to go out, he was so scru- 
pulous as to form some excuse or other which 
the idle are ever provided with, and could not 
satisfy himself without this ridiculous appearance 
of justice. Sometimes by his own contrivance 
and insinuation, the woman that looked after his 

VOL. HI. F 
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chamber would convince him of the necessity of 
w^ashing his room, or any other matter of the 
like joyous import, to which he always submitted) 
after having decently opposed it, and made his 
exit with much seenfing reluctance, and inward 
delight. Thu^ did he pass the noon of his life in 
the solitude of a monk, and the guilt of a liber- 
tine. He is since awakened, by application, out 
of slumber ; has no more spleen than a Dutch- 
man, who, as sir W. Temple observes, is not del- 
icate or idle enough to suffer from this enemy, 
but ^is always well when he is not ill, always 
pleased when he is not angry.' 

There is a gentleman I have seen at a coffee- 
house, near the place of my abode, who having a 
pretty good estate, and a disinclination to books, 
or business, to secure himself from some of, the 
above-mentioned misfortunes, employs himself 
with much alacrity in the following method. Be- 
ing vehemently disposed to loquacity, he has a 
person constantly with him, to whom he gives an 
annual pension for no other merit but being very 
attentive, and never interrupting him by question 
and answer, whatever he may utter that may 
seemingly require it. To secure to himself dis- 
course, his fundamental maxim seems to be, by 
no means to consider what he is gomg to say. 
He delivers therefore every thought as it first in- 
trudes itself upon him, and then, with all the free- 
dom you could wish, will examine it, and rally 
the impertinence, or evince the truth of it. In 
short, he took the same pleasure in confuting 
himself, as he could have done in discomfiting 
an opponent : and his discourse was as that of 
two persons attacking each other.with exceeding 
warmth, incoherence, and g^d-nature. There 
is another, whom I have seen in the park, em- 



Vo. 131. GUARDIAN. 5i 

ploying himself with the same indbstry, though 
not with the same innocence. He is very dex- 
terous in taking flies, and fixing one at each end 
of a horse hair, which his periwig supplies him 
with. He hangs them ovdV* a little stick, which 
suspension inclines them immediately to war up- 
cm each other, there being no possibility of re- 
treat. From the frequent attention of his eyes 
to these combats, he perceives the several turns 
and advantages of the battle, which are altogether 
invisible to a common spectator. I the other day 
found him in the enjoyment of a couple of gigan- 
tic blue-bottles, which were hung out and embat- 
tled in the aforesaid warlike appointments. That 
I might enter into the secret shocks of this con- 
flict, he lent me a magnifying glass, which pre- 
sented me with an engagement between two of 
the most rueful monsters I have ever read of 
even in romance. 

If we cannot bring ourselves to appoint and 
perform such tasks as would be of considerable 
advantage to us ; let us resolve upon some other, 
however trifling, to be performed at appointed 
times. By this we may gain a victory over a 
wandering unsettled mind, and by this regula- 
tion of the impulse of our wills, may in time, 
make them obedient to the dictates of our reason. 

When I am disposed to treat of the irreligion 
of an idle life, it shall be under this head, ^fiere^ 
unt et imputantur ;' which is an inscription upon 
a sun-dial in one of the inns of court, and is with 
great propriety placed to public view in such a 
place, where the inhabitants being in an ever- 
lasting hiirry of business or pleasure, the busy 
may receive an innocent admonition to keep their 
appointments, and the idle a dreadful bne not to 
keep theirs. 
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*Mll. IRONSIDE, August 10, 1713. 

*I AM obliged to you fop inserting my letter 
concerning the. demolition of Dunkirk in your 
paper of the seventh instant; but you will find^ 
upon perusal, that you have printed the word 
« three" where you should have printed the 
word " two ;*' which I desire you would amend 
by inserting the whole paragraph, and that which 
immediately follows it, in your very next paper. 
The paragraph runs thus : 

« I'he very common people know, that within 
two months after the signing of the peace the 
works toward the sea were to be demolished, and 
within three months after it the works towards 
the land. 

'^ That the said peace was signed the last of 
March O. S." 

* I beg pardon for giving you so much trouble, 
which was only to avoid mistakes, having been 
very much abused by some whiggish senseless 
fellows, that give out I am for the Pretendfsr. 

Your most humble servant, 

English Tory.' 
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^itqut suos pittimur manea^^ Viae. JBxi. vi. 743. 
All have their manes. Dry den. 

MR. IRONSIDE, 

The following letter was really written by a 
young gentleman in a languishing illness, which 
both himself, and those who attended him, thought 
it impossible for him to outlive; If you think 
such an image of the state of a man's mind in 
that circumstance be worth publishing, it is at 
your service, and take it as follows : 

< DEAR SIR, 

< You formerly obsenred to me, that nothing 
made a more ridiculous figure in a man's life, 
than the disparity we often find in him sick and 
well. Thus one of an unfortunate constitution is 
perpetually exhibiting a miserable example of 
the weakness of his mind, t>r of his body, in their 
turns. I have had frequent opportunities of late 
to consider myself in these different views, and 
hope I have received some advantage by it. If 
what Mr. Waller says be true, that, 

«* The soul's dark cottage, batter'd and decay'd. 
Lets in new light through chinks that time has made :** 

Then surely sickness, contributing no less than 
old age to the shaking down this scaffolding of 
the body, may discover the inclosed structure 
more plably. Sickness is a sort of early old 

3 2 
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age ; it teaches us a diffidence in our earthly 
state, and inspires us with the thoughts of a fu- 
ture better than a thousand volumes of philoso- 
phers and divines. It gives so warning a con- 
cussion to those props of our vanity, our strength 
and youth; that we think of fortifying ourselves 
within, when there is so little dependence on our 
outworks. Youth at the very best, is but a be- 
trayer of human life in a gentler and smoother 
manner than age. It is like a streaip that nour- 
ishes a plant upon its bank, and causes it to 
flourish and blossom to the sight, but at the same 
time is undermining it at the root in secret. My 
youth has dealt more fairly and openly with me. 
It has afforded several prospects of my danger, 
and given me an advantage not very common ta 
young men, that the attractions of the world have 
not dazzled me very much ; and I began where 
most people end, with a full conviction of the 
emptiness of all sorts of ambition, and the unsatis- 
factory nature of all human pleasures. 

< When a smart fit of sickness tells me this 
scurvy tenement of my body will fall in a little 
tinie, I am even as unconcerned as was that hon- 
est Hibernian, who (being in bed in the great 
storm some yc^ars ago, and told, the house would 
tumble over his head) made answer, « What care 
1 for the house ? I am only a lodger." I fancy 
it is the best time to die, when one is in the b^st 
humour : and so excessively weak as I now am, 
I may say with conscience, that I am not at all 
uneasy at the thought that many men, whom I 
never had any esteem for, are likely to enjoy this 
world after me. When I reflect what an incon- 
siderable little atom every single man is, with 
reject to the whole creation, methinks it ia a 
shame to be concerned at the removal of such a 



No. 132. GUARDIAN. 59 

trivial animal as I am. The morning after my 
exit, the sun will arise as bright as ever, the 
flowers smell as sweet, the plants spring as green, 
the world will proceed in its old course, peot)le 
will laugh as heartily, and many as fast as they 
were used to do. " The memory of man," as it 
is elegantly exprest in the Wisdom of Solomon, 
^ passeth away as the remembrance of a guest 
that^tarrieth but one day." There are reasons 
enough, in the fourth chapter of the same book, 
to make any young man contented with the pros- 
pect of death. « For honourable age is not that 
which standeth in length of time, or is measured 
by number of years. But wisdom is the grey 
hair to men, and an imspotted life is old age. ' 
He was taken away speedily, lest that " wicked- 
ness should alter his understanding, or deceit be- 
guile his soul." 

I am yours.' 

« TO NESTOR IRONSIDE, ESQ. Greeting. 

<OLD DAD, 

' r AM SO happy as to be the husband of a wo- 
man that never is in the wrong, and yet is at con- 
tinual war with every body, especially with all her 
servants and myself. As to her maids, she never 
fails of having at least a dozen or founeen in each 
year, yet never has above one at a time, and the 
last that comes is always the wors^hat ever she 
had istk her life } although they h^ve given very 
good content in better families than mine for 
several years together. Not that she has the 
j^easure of turning them away, but she does so 
ferrit them about, " Forsooth" and « Mistress" 
tkemr up, and so find fault with every thing they 
dO| and: tskUfis to them so loud and so long, that 
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they cither give her immediate warning, or march 
off without any wages at all. So that through 
her great zeal and care to make them better 8er«- 
vants than any in the world, and their obstinacy in 
being no better than they can, our house is a sort 
of Bedlam, and nothing in order ; for by that time 
a maid comes to know where things stand, whip^ 
^he is gone, and so we have not another in four, 
or five days, and this all the year round. As to 
myself, all the world believes me to be the best 
of husbands, and I am of the world's mind^ until 
my dear Patient Grizzle comes to give her opin- 
ion about me, and then you would believe I am 
as bad as her maids. Oh, Mr. Ironside, never 
was a woman Aised as she is. Th^ world does not 
think how unhappy she is ! 1 am a wolf in sheep's 
clothing. And then her neighbours are so ill- 
natured, that they refuse to suffer her to say what 
she pleases of their families, without either re- 
turning her compliments, or withdrawing froiri 
her oratory ; so that the poor woman has scarcely 
any society abroad, or any comfort at home, and 
all through the sauciness of servants, and the un- 
kindness of a husband that is so cruel to her, as 
to desire her to be quiet. But she is coming. I 
am in haste. 

Sir, your humble servant, 

Nicholas Earring.' 

§ 

* sir, 
< I hope you will not endure this Dumb club, 
for 1 am the lucky spouse of one of those gentle- 
men ; and when my dear comes from this joyless 
society, I am an impertinent, noisy rattle-snake, 
my maid is a saucy sow, the man is a thick-skull 
puppy, and founders like a horse ; my cook is a 
tasteless ass ; and if a child cry, the maid is jft 
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careless bear: Iflbave company, Ibey are % pai'- 
cel of chattering magpies ; if abroad, I am a gag- 
gling goose ; when I return, you arc a fine gal- 
loper ; women, like cats, should keep the house. 
This is a frequent sentence with him. Consider 
some remedy against atemper that seldom speaks, 
and then speaks only unkindness. This will be 
t, relief to all those miserable women who are 
married to the worst of tempers, the sullen, more 
especially to 

Your distressed appellant. 

Goody Dump.' 

< FRIEND NEStOR, 

*OuR brother Tremble having lately given 
thee wholesome advice concerning tuckers, I send 
thee a word of counsel touching thyself. Verily 
thou hast found great favour with the godly sis- 
ters. I have read in that mysterious book called 
-fisop's Fables, how once upon a time an ass ar- 
rayed himself in the skin of a lion, thereby de- 
signing to appear as one of tlie mighty. But be- 
hold the vanity of this world was found light, the 
spirit of untruth became altogether naked. When 
the vaingloriqus animal opened his jaws to roar, 
the lewd* voice of an ass braying was heard in 
tlie mountains. Friend, friend, let the moral 
of this sink deep into thy mind; the more thou 
ponderest thereon, the fitter thou wilt become for 
the fellowship of th^ faithful. We have every 
day more and more hopes of thee ; but between 
thee and me, when thou art converted, thou must 
take to thee a scripture name. One of thy writing 
brethren bore a very good name, he was entitled 
IsaaC) but now sleepeth. Jacob suiteth thy book- 

♦ Loud voice. 
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seller well. Verily Nestor soundeth Babylonish 
in the ears of thy well-wisher and constant readeis 

Ruth P&im/ 

The third day of the week» 
profanely called Tuesday. 

*SIR, 

< Notwithstanding your grave advice to the 
fair sex not to lay the beauties of their necks so 
open, I find they mind you so little, that we young 
men are in as much danger as ever. Yesterdayt 
about seven in the evening, I took a turn with a 
gentleman just come to town, in a public walk* 
We had not walked above two rounds^ when the 
spark on a sudden pretended weariness, and as I 
importuned him to stay longer, he turned shorty 
abd ppinting to a Celebrated beauty : " What,** 
said he, ^^do you tliink I am made of, that I 
sho,uld bear the sight of such snowy * breasts ! 
Oh, she is intolerably handsome !" Upon this we 
parted, and I resolved to take a little more air in 
the garden, yet avoids the danger by casting my 
eyes downwards: but to my unspeakable sur- 
prise, I discovered in the same fair creature, the 
finest ancle and prettiest foot that ever fancy 
imagined. If the petticoats, as well as the stays, 
thus diminish what shall we do, dear Nestor I If 
it is neither safe to look at the head nor the feet 
of the charmer, whither shall we direct ^our eyes ? 
I need not trouble you with any further descrip- 
tion of her, but I beg you would consider that 
your wards are frail and mortal. 

Your most obedient servant, 

Epimetrius.' 
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Oh, fatal love of fame ! Oh glorious heat ! 
Only destructive to the brave and great. 

Addison's Campaign, 

The letters- which I published in the Guardiap 
of Saturday last, are written with such spirit and 
greatness of mind, that they had excited a great 
*euriosity in my lady Lizard's family, to know 
"V^hat occasioned a quarrel betwixt the two brave 
men who wrote them ; and what was the event 
of their combat. I found the family the other day 
listening in a circle to Mr. William the Templar, 
who was informing the ladies of the ceremonies 
used in the single combat, when the kings of 
England permitted such trials to be performed in 
their presence. He took occasion from the chance 
of such judicial proceedings, ^o relate a custom 
used, in a certain part of Indian to determine law- 
suits, which he produced as a parallel to the sin- 
gle combat. The custom is, "That the plaintiff 
and defendant are thrown into a river, where 
each endeavours to keep under water as long as 
he is able ; and he who comes up first loses th« 
cause." The author adds, " that if they had no 
other way of deciding controversies in Europe, 
the lawyers might e'en throw themselves in af- 
ter them." ' ' 
The mirth occasioned by this Indian law, did 
not hinder the ladies from reflecting still more 
upon the above-named letters. I found they had 
agreed, that it must be a mistress which caused 
the duel ; and Mrs. Cornelia had already settUd 
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in her mind the fashion of their arms, their co- 
lours and devices. My lady only asked with a 
sigh, if eithei^of the combatants had a wife and 
children. 

In order to give them what satisfaction I could^ 
I looked over my papers ; and though I could not 
find the occasion of the difference, I shall present 
the world with an authentic account of the fight, 
written by the survivor to a courtier* The gal- 
lant behaviour of the combatants may serve to 
raise in our minds a yet higher detestation of that 
false hohour, which robs our country of men so 
fitted to support and adorn it. 

Sir Edward Sackville'a relation of the fight bC" 
tnvixt him and the lord Briice. 

< WORTHY SIR, 

< As I am not ignorant, so ought I to be sen- 
sible of the false aspersions some authorless 
tongues have laid upon me, in the reports of the 
unfortunate passage lately happened between thb 
lord Bruce and myself, which as they are spread 
here, so I may justly fear they reign also where 
yOu are. There are but two ways to resolve 
doubts of this nature ; by oath, or by sword. The 
first is due to magistrates, and communicable to 
friends ; the other to such as maliciously slander 
and impudently defend their assertion. Your love^ 
not my merit, assures me you hold me your friend, 
which esteem t am much desirous to retain. Do 
me therefore the right to understand the truth of 
that ; and in my behalf inform othersy who either 
arc, or may be infected with sinister rumours, 
much prejudicial to tliat fair opinion I desire to 
hold amongst ail wortliy persons. And on the 
faith of a gentleman, the relation I sl&ll give is 
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neither more nor less than the bare truth. The 
inclosed contains the first citation, sent me from 
Paris by a Scotch gentleman, who delivered it to 
me in Derbyshire at my father-in-law's boitse. 
After it follows my then answer, returned him by 
the same bearer. The next is my accomplish- 
ment of my first promise, being a particular as- 
signation of place and weapons, which I sent by 
a servant of mine, by post from Rotterdam, as 
soon as I landed there. The receipt of which, 
joined with an acknowledgment of my too fair 
carriage to the deceased lord, is testified by the 
last, which periods the business until we met at 
Tergosa in Zealand, it being the place allotted 
for rendezvous ; where he, accompanied with on© 
Mr. Crawford, an English gentleman, for his se- 
cond, a surgeon, and a man, arrived with all the 
speed he could. And there having rendered him- 
self, I addressed my second, sir John Heidon, to 
let him understand, that now all following should 
be done by consent, as concerning the terms 
whereon we should fight, as also tlie place. Ta 
our seconds we gave power for their appoint- 
ments, who agreed we should go to Antwerp, 
from thence to Bergen -op-Zoom, where in the 
mid-way but a village divides the States' terriio- 
ries from the archduke's. And there was the des* 
tined stage, to the end that having ended, he that 
could, might presently exempt himself from the 
justice of the country, by retiring into the domin- 
ion not offended. It was farther concluded, that 
in case any should fall or slip, that then the com- 
bat should cease, and he whose ill fortune had so 
subjected him, was to acknowledge his life to 
have been in the other's hands. But in case one 
party's sword should break, because that could 

VOL. III. O' 



€$ GUARDIAN. Ko. 13S. 

only chance by hazard, it was agreed that the 
other should take no advantage^ but either then 
be made friends, or else upon even terms go to 
it a^n. Thus these conclusions being each of 
them related to his party, was by us bod^ approv- 
ed and assented to. Accordingly we embarked 
for Antwerp. And by reason my lord as I con- 
ceive, because he could not handsomely without 
danger of discovery, had not paired the sword I 
sent him to Paris; bringing one of the same 
length, but twice as broad ; my second excepted 
against it, and advised me to match my own, and 
send him the choice, which I obeyed ; it being 
you knowf the challengei^'s privilege to elect his 
weapon. At the delivery of the sword, which 
was performed by sit* John Heidon^ it pleased the 
lord Bruce to choose my own, and then past 
expectation, he told him that he found himself so 
fer behind-hand, as a little of my blood would not 
serve his turn ; and therefore he was now resolv- 
ed to have me idone, because he knew (for I will 
Use his own words)^^< that so worthy a gentleman, 
and my friiend, could not endure to stand by and 
see him do that which he must, to satisfy himself 
and his honour/' Hereupon sir John Heidon 
replied, that such intentions -were bloody and 
butchery, far unfitting so noble a personage, who 
should desire to bleed for reputation, i)ot tor life ; 
Withalr adding, he thought himself injured, being 
-come thus far, now to be prohibited from execut- 
ing these honourable offices he came for. The 
ierd for answer, only reiterated his former reso- 
Ititions; whereupon, sir JohD leaving him the 
Sword he had elected, delivered me the others 
with his determinations. The which, not for mat- 
ter but manner, so moved me, as though to my 
remembrance, I had not of a long wMo eatea 
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more liberally than ^t 'dinner) and therefore unfit 
for such an action (seeing the surgeons hold a 
wound upon a full stomach much more danger* 
ous than otherwise) I requested my second to 
certify him, I would presently decide the di^er* 
ence, and therefore he should presently meet me 
on horseback, only waited on by our surgeons, 
they being unarmed. Together we rode, but one 
before the other some twelve score, about some* 
two English miles : and then, passion having so 
weak an enemy to assail, as my direction!, easily 
became victor, and using his power, made me 
obedient to his commands. I being verily mad 
with anger the lord Bruce should thirst after my 
life with a kind of assuredness, seeing I had conie 
so far and needlessly, to give him leave to regain 
his lost reputation. I bade him alight, which 
with all willingness he quickly granted, and there 
in a meadow ancle deep in water at the leasts 
bidding farewell to our doublets, in our shirts b^^ 
gan to charge each other; having afore como 
manded our surgeons to withdraw themselves si 
pretty distance from us, conjuring them besides, 
as they respected our favours, or their own safer 
ties, not to stir, but suffer us to execute our pleas- 
ure : we being fully resolved (God forgive us !) 
to dispatch each other by what means we could ; 
I made a thrust at my enemy, but was short; and 
in drawing back my arm I received a great wound 
thereon, which I interpreted as a reward for my 
short shooting ; but in revenge I pressed in tp 
him, though I then missed him also, and then re- 
ceived a wound in my right pap, which passed 
level through my body, and almost to my back* 
4nd Uiere we wrestled for the two greatest mi 

* Cuard. in folio. t Discretion. 
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desirest prizes we could ever ejtpect trial for, 
honour and life. In which struggling my hand, 
having but an ordinary glove on it, lost one of her 
servants though the meanest ; which hung by a 
skin, and to sight yet remaineth as before, and I 
am put in hope one day to recover the use of it 
again. But at last, breathless, yet keeping our 
holds, there passed on both sides propositions of 
quitting each other's sword. But when amity 
•was dead, confidence could nbt live; and who 
should quit first was the question ; which on nei- 
ther part either would perform, and restriving 
again afresh, with a kiqk and a wrench together, 
I freed my long captivated weapon. Which in- 
continently, levying* at his throat, being master 
still of his, I demanded, if he would ask his life, 
or yield his sword ; both which, though in that 
imminent danger, he bravely denied to do. My- 
self being wounded, and feeling loss of blood, 
having three conduits running on me, which be- 
gan to make me faint ; and he courageously per- 
sisting not to accord to either of my proposi- 
tions ; through remembrance of his former bloody 
desire, and feeling of my present estate, I struck 
at his heart, but with his avoiding missed my 
aim, yet passed through the body, and drawing 
out my sword re-passed it again, through another 
place ; when he cried « Oh, I am slain 1" sec- 
onding his speech with all the force he had to 
cast me. But being too weak, after I had defend- 
ed his assault, I easily became master of him, 
laying him on his back ; when being upon him, 
I re-demanded if he would request his life, but 
it seemed he prized it not at so dear a rate to be 
heholden for it; bravely replying "he scorned 

• Levelling. 
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it." Which answer of his was so noble and wdt- 
thy, as I protest I could not find in my heart to 
offer him any more violence, only keeping him 
down until at length his surgeon afar off, cried 
out, « he would immediately die if his wounds 
were not stopped." Whereupon I asked if he 
desired his surgeon should come, which he ac- 
cepted of ; and so being drawn away, I never Y)f- 
fered to take his sword, accounting it inhuman 
to rob a dead man, for so I held him to be. This 
thus ended, I retired to my surgeoti, in whose 
arms after I had remaiined a while for want of 
blood, I lost my sight, and withal as I then 
thought, my life also. But strong water and lu$ 
diligence quickly recovered me, when I escaped 
a great danger. For my lord's surgeon, when 
nobody dreamt of it, came full at me with his 
lord's sword ; and had not mine with my sword 
interposed himself, I had been slain by those base 
hands ; although my lord Bruce, weltering in his 
blood, and past all expectation of life, conforma- 
ble to all his former (Carriage, which was un- 
doubtedly noble, cried out, « Rascal I hold thy 
hand." So may I prosper as I have dealt sin- 
cerely with you in this relation ; which I pray 
yoU) with the inclosed letter, deliver to my lord 
chamberiain. And so, Sec. 

Yours, 

Ebwaex) Sa.ckvzlj^b** 

Xioavain, the 8th 
of Sept 1613. 
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Matrons pneterfaciem nil cemere poash. 
Cetera, rU Catia est, demissS veste tegenth. 

HoR. 2. Sat. ii 94. 

In virtuous dames, you see their face alone : 
None show the rest, but women of the town. 

My lion having given over roaring for some time, 
I find that several stdries have been spread abroad 
in the country to his disadvantage. One of my 
correspondents tells me, it is confidently report^ 
ed of him in their parts, that he is silenced by 
authority ; another informs me, that he hears he 
was sent for by a messenger, who had orders to 
bring him away with all his papers, and that up^ 
on examination he was found to contain several 
dangerous things in his maw. I must not omit 
another report which has been raised by such as 
are enemies to me and my lion, namely, that he 
is starved for want of food, and that he has not 
had a good meal's meat for this fortnight. I do 
hereby declare these reports to be altogether 
groundless ; and since I am contrMicting com^ 
mon fame, I must likewise acquaint the world, that 
the story of a two hundred pound bank-bill conveyed 
tome through the mouth of my lion has no founda** 
tion of truth in it. The matter of fact is this, my 
lion has not roared for these twelve days past, by 
reason that his prompters have put very ill words 
In his mouth, and such as he could not utter with 
common honour and decency. Notwithstanding 
the admpnitipiis I h?ive given my correspondents;^ 
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many of them have crammed great quantities of. 
scandal down his throaty others have choaked him 
with lewdness and ribaldry. Some of them have 
gorged him with so much nonsense that they have 
made a very ass of him. On Monday last) upon 
examining, I found him an errant French lory, 
and the day after a virulent whig. Some have 
been ^ so mischievous as to n>ake him fall upon 
his keeper, and give me very reproachful lan- 
guage; but as. I have promised to restrain him 
from hurting any man's reputation, so my reader 
may be assured that I myself shall be the last 
man whom I will suffer him to abuse. However, 
that I may give general satisfaction, I have a de* 
sign of converting a room in Mr. Button's house 
to the lion's library, in which I intend to deposit 
the several packets of letters and private in- 
telligence which I do not communicate to the 
public. These manuscripts will in time be very 
valuable, and may afford good lights to future 
historians who shall give an account of the pre*- 
sent age. ' In the mean while, as the lion is an 
animal which has a particular regard for chastity, 
it has been observed that mine has taken delight 
in roaring very vehemently against the untuck- 
ered neck, and as far as I can find by him, is 
(Still determined to roar louder and louder, until 
that irregularity be thoroughly reformed, 

<GOOD MR. IRONSIDE, 

< I MUST acquaint you, for your comfort, that 
your lion is grown a kind of bull-beggar among 
the women where I live. When my wife comes 
home late from cards, or commits any other eoor*- 
nuty, I whisper in her ear, partly between jest 
and earnest, that <^I will tell the lion of her.'* 
Dear Sir? do pQt let them alone until yo\x b»v« 
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made them put on their tndcera agm. What 
can be a greater sign, that they themselves are 
sensible they have stripped too fiir, than their pre-^ 
tending to call a bit of linen which vtil hardly 
cover a silver groat, their modestyf'piece ? It is ob- 
served, that this modesty-piece still sinks lower and 
lower ; and who knows wher^ k will fix at last ? 

^ You must know, sir, I am a Turkey merchant, 
and I lived several years in a country where the 
women shew nothing but their eyes. Upon my 
return to England I was almost out of counte- 
nance to see my pretty CDuntrywomirai la3nng 
open their charms with so much liberality, though 
at that time many of them were concealed under 
the modest shad6 of tiie tucker. I soon after 
married a very fine woman, who always goes in 
the extremity of the feshion. I was pleased to 
think, as every married man must be, that I 
should make daily discoveries in the ^ear creii«' 
ture, which were unknown to the rest of the 
world. But since this new airy fashion is come 
up, every one's eye is as familiar with k^r at 
mine ; for I can positively affirm, that her neck 
has grown eight inches witliin these three years. 
And what ma^es me tremble when I think of k, 
that pretty foot and ankle are now exposed to the 
sight of the whole world, which made my very 
heart dance within me, when I first found myself 
their proprietor. As in all appeaa^ance the cur- 
tain is still rising, I find a parcel of rascally young 
fellows, in the neighbourhood are in h<^s to be 
presented with some new scene every day. 

< In ^ort> air, the tables are now quke tame4 
upon me. Instead of bdng acquainted widi her 
Mrson more ihaa other men, I have now the 
feast share of it. When she is at home she Is 
coiitinoa}ly iimfiftedttpr and concealed in iQoha> 
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morning gowns, and handkerchiefs ; but strips 
every afternoon to appear in public. For aught 
I can find, when she has thrown aside half her 
clothes, she begins to think herself half drest. 
Now, sir, if I may presume to say so, you have 
been in the wrong to think of reforming this fash- 
ion, by shewing the immodesty of it. If you ex- 
pect to make female proselytes, you must con- 
vince them, that if they would get husbands, they 
mu^t not shew all before marriage. I am sure, 
had my wife been dressed before I married her 
as she is at present, she would have satisfied a 
good half of my curiosity. Many a man has been 
hindered from laying out his money on a show, 
by seeing the principal figure of it hung out be- 
fore the door. I have often observed a curious 
passenger so attentive to these objects which he 
could see for nothing, that he took no notice of 
the master of the show, who was continually cry- 
ing oiit, " Pray, gentlemen, walk in." 

* I have told you at the beginning of this letter, 
fcow Mahomet's she-disciples are obliged to co- 
ver themselves ; you have lately informed us 
from the foreign newspapers of the regulations 
which the pope is now making among the Ro- 
man ladies in this particular; and I hope, our 
British dames, notwithstanding they have the fin- 
est skins in the world, will be content to shew no 
more of them than what belongs to the face and 
to the neck, properly speaking. Their being fair 
is no excuse for their being naked. 

' You know, sir, that in the beginning of last 
century, there was a sect of men amongst us, 
who called themselves Adamites, and appeared 
in public without clothes. This heresy may spring 
up in the other sex, if you do not put a timely 
stop to it> there being so many in all public pla* 
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ceS) who show so great an inclinationti to be £ye- 
ites, 

I am, Sir, &c,' 
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N* 135. SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 1713, 



mea 
Virtute me involfKh^ Hor. 3 Od. xxis. 54. 

— ««- Virtue, t^iough in ra^, will keep me warm. 

Drydbn. 

A oooD conscience is to the soul what beaUh is 
to the bodf ; it preserves a constant ease and se«- 
renitf within us, and more than countervails all 
the calamities and afflictions which can possibly 
be&l us. I know nothing so hard for a generous 
mind to get over as calumny and reproach, an4 
cannot find any method of quieting tiiie soul un- 
der them, besides this single one, of our being 
conscious to ourselves that we do not deserve 
them. 

I have always been mightily pleased with that 
passage in Don Quixote, where the fantastical 
knight is represented as loading a gentleman of 
good sense with praises and eulogiums. Upon 
which the gentleinan makes this reflection t0 
himself: How grateful is praise to human na- 
ture I I cannot forbear being secretly pleased 
with the commendations I receive, though I am 
sensible it is a madman that bestows them on mie. 
In the same manner, though we are often su^e 
that the censures which are passed upon us arc 



uttered by ^ose who know nothiag of us> and 
have neither means nor abilities to form a right 
judgment of us, we cannot foii)ear being griev- 
ed at what they say. 

In order to heal this infirmity, which is so nat- 
ural to the best and wisest of men, I have taken 
a particular pleasure in observing the conduct of 
the old philosophers, how they bore themselves 
up against the malice and detraction of their ene- 
mies. 

The way to silence calutdby, says Bias, is to 
be always exercised in such things as are praise- 
worthy. Socrates after having received sentence^ 
told his friends, that he had always accustcftned 
himself to regard truth and not censure, and that 
he was not troubled at his condemnation, becaiise 
he knew himself free from guilt. It was in the 
same spirit that he heard the accusations of his 
two great adversaries, who bad uttered against 
him the most virulent reproaches. Anytus and 
Melitus, says he, "may procure sentence against 
me, but they cannot hurt me. This divine philo- 
sopher was so well fortified in his own innocence, 
that he neglected all the impotence of evil tongues 
which were engaged in his destruction. This was 
properly the support of a good conscience, that 
ccHitradicted the reports which had been raised 
ftgainst him, and cleared him to himself. ^ 

Others of the philosophers rather choose to re- 
tort the injury by a smart reply, than thus to dis- 
arm it with respect to themselves. They shew 
that it stung them, though at the same time they 
had tlie address to make their aggressors ^uiibr 
with them. Of this kind was Aristotle's reply to 
^e who pursued him. with long and bitter invec- 
tives. « iTou,' says he, *who arc used to suffer 
reproach^s^ utter them with delight 1 1 wba hare 
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not been used to utter them take no pleasure in 
hearing them.' Diogenes was still more severe 
on one who spoke ill of him. « No body will be- 
lieve you when you speak ill of me, any more 
than they would believe me should 1 speak well 
of you.' 

In these and many other instances I could pro- 
duce, the bitterness of the answer sufficiently tes- 
tifies the uneasiness of mind the person was un- 
der who made it. I would rather advise my rea- 
der, if he has not ih this case the secret conso- 
lation that he deserves no such reproaches as 
are cast upon him, to follow the advice of Epic- 
tetus: 'It any one speaks ilj of thee, consider 
whether he has truth on his side ; and if so, re- 
form thyself, that his censures may not affect 
thee.' When Anaximander was told, that the 
very boys laughed at his singing ; ' Ay,' says he, 
< then I must learn to sing better.' But of all the 
sayings of philosophers which I have gathered to- 
gether for my own use on this occasion, there 
are none which carry in them more candour and 
good, sense than the two following ones of Plato. 
Being told that he had many enemies who spoke 
ill of him ; « It is no matter,' ssdd he, ' I will live 
so that none shall believe them.' Hearing at an- 
other time that an intimate friend of his had spo- 
ken detractingly of him ; < I am sure he would 
not do it,' says he, ' if he had not some reason 
for it.' This is the surest as well as the noblest 
way of drawing the sting out of a reproach, and 
a true method of preparing a man for that great 
and only relief against the pains of calumny, < a 
good conscience.' 

I designed in this essay to shew that there is 
no happiness wanting to him who is possessed of 
this excellent frame of mind, and that no person 
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can be miserable who is in the enjoyment of it ; 
but I find this subject so well treated in one of 
Dr. South's sermonS) that I shall fill this Satur- 
day's paper with a passage of it, which cannot 
but make the man's heart bum within him, who 
reads it with due attention. 

That admirable author having shewn the vir- 
tue of a g^od conscience in supporting a man un- 
der the greatest trials and difficulties of life, con- 
cludes with representing its force and efficacy in 
the hour of death. 

* The third and last instance, in which above 
all others this confidence towaixls God does most 
eminently shew and exert itself, is at the the time 
of death. Which surely gives the grand oppor- 
tunity of trying both the strength and wonh of 
every principle. When a man shall be just about 
to quit the stage of this world, to put off his mor- 
tality, and to deliver up his )ast accounts to God ; 
at which sad tims his memory shall serve him 
for little else, but to terrify him with a frightful 
review of his past life, and his former extrava- 
gance strippect of all their pleasure, but retain- 
ing their guilt : what is it then that can promise 
him a fair passage into the other world, or a com- 
fortable appearance before his dreadful Judge 
when he is there ? Not all the friends and inte- 
rests, all the riches ahd honours under heaven 
can speak so much as a word for him, or one 
word of comfort to him in that condition ; they 
may possibly reproach, but they cannot relieve 
him. 

< No, at this disconsolate time, when the busy 
tempter shall be more than usually apt to vex 
and trouble him, and the pains of a dying body to 
hinder and discompose liim, and the settlement 

VOL. III. H 
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of worldly affidrs to disturb and confound him ; 
and in a word, all things conspire to make his 
sick bed grievous suid uneasy ; nothing can then 
stand up against all these ruins, and speak life 
in the midst of death, but a clear conscience. 

< And the testimony of that shall make the 
comforts of heaven descend upon his wisary head, 
like refreshing dew, or shower upon a parched 
ground. It shall giv^ him some lively eani«sts» 
and secret anticipations of his approachioff joy. 
It shaU bid his soul go put of tHe body undaunt- 
ed, and lift up his head with confidence before 
saints and angels. Surely the comfort, which it 
conveys at ^s season^ is something bigger than 
the capacities of mortality, mighty and unspeaka^* 
ble, and not.to be understood until it comes to b^ 

' < And now, who would not quit all the plea* 
sures and trash and trifles, which are apt to cap- 
tivate the heart of man, and pursue the greato^t 
i*igours of piety, and austerities of a good life, to 
purchase to himself such a conscience, as at th€ 
hour of death, when all the friendship in the. 
world shaU bid hkn adieu, and the whole crea* 
tion turns its back upon him, shall dismiss the soul 
and close his ey«es with that blessed sentence^ 
^ well doney t^ou good and &ithful servant^ en- 
ter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 
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Koctes atque dies patet atrijanua Ditis. 

Viae. ^n. vi. 127. 

The gates of death are open night and day. 

Dryden. 

Some of our quaint moralists have pleased them'- 
selves with an observation, that there is but on* 
way of coming intd the world, but a thousand to 
go out of it. I have seen a fanciful dream writ- 
ten by a Spaniard, in which he introduces the 
person of death metamorphosing himself like an*- 
cther Proteus into innumerable shapes and fig*- 
ures. To Fepresent the fatality of fevers an4 
ftgues, with many Other distempers amd accidents 
that destroy the life of man, death enters first of 
ail in a body of fire; a little after he appears 
i^e a man of snow, then rolls ehmit the room 
iike' a cannon-ball, then lies on the table like a 
^[ilded pill ; after this he transforms himself aU 
of a sudden into a sword, thei^ dwindles succev 
•ively to a dagger, to a bodkin, to a crooked pin^ 
to a needles, to a hair." The Spaniard's design hf 
tikis allegory, was to shew the many assauhs t(» 
^rhich the tife of man is exposed, and to let his 
reader see that there was scarce any thing in 
nature so very mean and inconsiderable, but that 
It was able to overcome him, and lay his head in 
tbc dust. I remember monsieur Pascal, in his 
reflections on Providence, has this observation 
tipon Cromwel's death. That usurper, says he, 
w^ho had destroyed the royal family in his own 
nation, who had made all the princes of Europe 
tremble^ an^ struck a terror into Rome ituelf, ^as 
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at last taken out of the world by a fit of the grav- 
el. An atom^ a grain of sand, says he, that would 
have been of no significancy in any other part of 
the universe, being lodged in such a particular 
place, was an instrument of Providence to bring 
about the most happy revolutions, and to remove 
from the face of the earth this troubler of man- 
kind* In short, swarms of distempers are every 
where hovering over us ; casualties, whether at 
home or abroad, whether we wake or sleep, sh 
or walk, are planted about us in ambuscade ; eve- 
ry element, every climate, every season, all nature 
is full of death. 

There are more casualties incident to men 
than women, as battles, sea-voyages, withseveral 
dangerous trades and professions that often prove 
fatal to the practitioners. I have seen a treatise 
written by a learned physician on the distempers 
peculiar to those who work in stone or marble. 
It has been therefore observed by curious men, 
that upon a strict examination there arc more 
m^Ies brought into the world than females. Pro- 
vidence to supply this waste of the species, has 
made allowance for it by a suitable redundan- 
cy in the male sex. Those who have made the 
nicest calculations have found, I think, that tak- 
ing one year with another, there are about twen- 
ty boys produced to nineteen girls. This obser- 
vation is so well grounded, that I will at any time 
lay five to four, that there appear more male than 
female infants in every weekly bill of mortality. 
And what can be a more demonstrative argument 
for the superintendency of Providence ? 

There are casualties incident to every particu- 
lar station and way of life. A friend of mine was 
once saying, that he fancied there would be 
something new and diverting in a country bill of 
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mortality. Upon commtinicating this hint to a 
gentleman who was then going down to his seat, 
vhich lies at a considerable distance from Lon- 
don, he told me he would make a collection, as 
Well as he could, of the several deaths that had 
happened in his country for the space of a whole 
]fear, and send them up to me in the form of such 
a bill as I mentioned. The reader will here see 
l9iat he has been as good as his pron^ise. To make 
it the more entertaining he has set down, among 
Cereal distempers, some imaginary ones, to which 
Mie country people ascribe the deaths of some of 
llieir neighbours. I shall extract out of them such 
only as seem almost peculiar to the country, lay- 
ing aside fevers, apoplexies, small-pox, and the 
fike, which they have in common with towns and 
eities. 

Of a six-bar gate, fox-hunters - . * -» 4 
Of a quick-set hedge ^----r^- 2 
Two dueis, viz. 

First, between a frying-pan and a pitch'^fork 1 
Second, between a joint-stool and a brown 

m 1 

Bewitched 13 

Of a*^ ^vil tongue --- 9 

Crost in love --------- 7 

Broke his neck in robbing a henroost - - 1 
Cut finger turned to a gangrene by an old 

gentlewoman of the parish - • - 1 

Surfeit of curds and cream 2 

Took cold sleeping at church - - - - 1 1 
Of a sprain in his shoulder by saving his dog 

at a bull-bating ------- 1 

Lady B— *s cordial water . - - - 2 

Knocked down by a quart bottle - - - 1 

h3 



I 
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Frighted out of his wits by a headless dog 

with saucer eyes ---.--- i 

Of October - . . 25 

Broke a vein in bawling for a knight of the 

shire ---------- i 

. Old women drowned upon trial of witch- 
craft - ---- 3 

Climbing a crow's nest ------ I 

Chalk and green apples ------ 4 

Led into a horsepond by a will of the wisp . 1 

Died of a fright in an exercise of the train- I 

ed bands ---- i 

Over-eat himself at a house-warming - I 

By the parson's bull ------- 2 

Vagrant beggars worried by the squire's 

house-dog -------- 2 

Shot by mistake -------- i 

Of a mountebank doctor - - - - - 6 

Of the merry-andrew ------ i 

Caught her death in a wet ditch - - - i 

Old age - - - - 100 

Foul £stemper .»-- o 



m 
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sanctus haberi 



yustitiaque tenax,/actis dictisque merer is ? 
Jgnosco procerem — Juv. Sat. viii 24. 

Convince the world, that you're devout and true. 
Be just in all you say, in ill you do ; 
Whatever be your birth, you're sure to be 
A peer of the first quality to me. Stepney. 

Hoy ACE, Juvenal, Boileau, and indeed the great- 
est writers in almost every age, have exposed 
with all the strength of wit and good sense, the 
vanity of a man's valuing himself upon his ances- 
tors, and endeavoured to shew that true nobility 
consists in virtue, not in birth. With submission 
however to so many great authorities, I think they 
have pushed this matter a little too far. We 
ought in gratitude, to honour the posterity of 
those who l^ave raised either the interest or rep- 
utation of their country ; and by whose labours 
we ourselves are more happy, wise, or virtuous, 
than we should have been without them. Besides^ 
naturally speaking, a man bids fairer for great- 
ness of soul, who is the descendant of worthy an- 
cestors, and has good blood in his veins, than one 
who is come of an ignoble and obscure parentage. 
For these reasons I think a man of merit, who is 
derived from an illustrious line, is very justly to 
be regarded more than a man of equal merit, who 
has no claim to hereditary honours. Nay, I think 
those who are indifferent in themselves, and have 
nothing else to distinguish them but the virtues 
of their forefathers, are to be looked upon with a 
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degree of veneration even upon that account, and 
to be more respected that the conimon run of 
men who are of low and vulgar extraction. 

After having thus ascribed due honours to 
birth and parentage, I must however take notice 
of those who arrogate to themselves more hon- 
ours than are due to them on this account. The 
first are such who are not enough sensible that 
vice and ignorance taint the blood, and that an 
unworthy behaviour degrades and disennobles a 
man in the eye of the world, as much as birth and 
family aggrandize and exalt him. 

The second are those who believe a new nian 
of an elevated merit is not more to be hono'«red 
than an insignificant and worthless man who is 
descended from a long line of patriots and heroes i 
or in other words, behold with contempt a per- 
son who is such a man as the first founder of 
their family was, upon whose reputation they 
value themselves. 

But I shall chiefly apply myself to those whose 
quality sits uppermost in all their discourses and 
behaviour. An empty man of a great family is a 
creature that is scarce conversible. You read 
))is ancestry in his smile, in his air, in his eye- 
brow. He has indeed nothing but his nobility to 
give employment to his thoughts. Ranl^ and 
precedency are the important points which he is 
^ways discussing withia himself. A gentleman 
pf this turn began a speech in one of king Charles's 
parliaments ; ^ Sir, I had the honour to be bor^ 
^t a tim^'— -upon which an honest gentleman took 
bim up short. < I would &in know what that g^tle* 
HifOi me8a:>flt : Is there any one in tbe house that 
H^s n9t had the honour to be bom as well i»s Urn* 
teU V TM good soiae wlaick i^igns in pur na* 
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tion has pretty well destroyed this starched be- 
haviour among men who have seen the world, 
and know that every gentleman will be treated 
upon a foot of equality. But there are many who 
have^had their education among women, depend- 
ents or flatterers, that lose all the respect which 
would otlierwise be paid them, by being too as- 
siduous in procuring it. 

My lord Froth has been so educated in punc- 
tilio, that he governs himself by ^ ceremonial in 
all the ordinary occurrences of life. He meas- 
ures out his bow to the degree of the person he 
converses with. I have seen him in every incli- 
nation of the body, from a familiar nod, to the low 
stoop in the salutation sign. I remember five of 
us, who were acqusdnted with one another, met 
together one morning at his lodgings, when a 
wag of the company was saying, it would be 
worth while to observe how he would distinguish 
us at his first entrance. Accordingly he no soon- 
er came into the room, but casting his eyes about, 
* My lord such a one,' says he, ' your most hum- 
ble servant. Sir Richard, your humble servant* 
Your servant, Mr. Ironside. Mr. Ducker, how 
do you do ? Ha ! Frank, are you there f 

There is nothing more easy than to discover a 
man whose heart is full of his family. . Weak 
minds that have imbibed a strong tincture of the 
nursery, younger brothers that have been brought 
up to nothing, superannuated retainers to a great 
house, have generally their thoughts taken up 
with little else. 

I had some years ago, an aunt of my own, by 
name Mrs. Martha Ironside, who would never 
marry beneath herself, and is supposed to have 
dieji a maid in the eightieth year of her age^ 
She was the chronicle of our family, and past 
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away the greatest ^rt of" the la^t forty yeats of 
her life in recotuating the antiquity, marriages, 
exploits and alliances of the Ironsides. Mrs. 
Martha conversed generally with . a knot of old 
virgins, who were likewise of good fiamilies, and 
bad been rery cruel all tli£ beginning of the last 
century. They wei'e levery one of them as proud 
as Lucifer; but said their prayers twice a day, 
and in ail other respects lyere the best women in 
the world. If they saw a fine petticoat at church, 
they tnmiediateily took to pieces the pedigree of 
her that wore it, and would lift up their eyes to 
heaven at the confidenee of the saucy minx, when 
tiiey Ibund she was an holiest tradesman's daugh*^ 
ter. It is imfiosfiible to describe the picms in- 
dignatioB that would rise in them at the sight of 
a man who lived plentiful^ on an estate of his 
own getting* Tiiey were trai>sported with zeal 
beyond measure, if they heard of a young woman's 
matdiing into a great ^imiiy upon account only 
of her beauty, her merit, or her money. In shorty 
there was not a female within ten miles of tiiem 
that was in possession of a gold watcb, a pearl 
necklace, a piece of Mechlin lace^ but they ex- 
amined her title to it. My au>nt Martha used to 
cliide me very frequently for not sufficiently valu- 
ing myself. She would not eat a bit all dinner* 
time, if at an invitation she found she had been 
seated below herself; and would frown upon me 
for an hour together, if she saw me give place to 
a^y man under a baronet. As I was once talking 
to her of a wealthy citizen whom she had refused 
IB her ycmth, she declared to me with great 
wafinth, that she preleiTed a man of quality m his 
^irt to the richest man upon the Change in a 
csoach and six. She pretended that oar family 
,ivais nearly reflated by the mother^ eode to half ^ 
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dozen peers; bat as Qoae of them knew any 
thing of the matter, we alwaya kept it as a secret 
among ourselves. A Iktle before her death she 
was reciting to me the history of my forefathers ; 
Jbut dwelling a little. k>ftger than ordinary upon 
the actions of sir Gilbert Ironside^ who had a 
horse shot under him at £UlgeUll«fight, I gave an 
unfortunate pish, and asked, # What was all this 
to me ?' Upon which she retired to her closet, 
and fell a scribbling for three hours together, in 
which time, as I afterwards found, she struck me 
out of her will, and left all she had to my sister 
Margaret, a wheedling baggage, that used to be 
asking' questions about her great-grandfather 
' from n^orning to night. She now lies buried 
among the fsmiily of the Ironsides, with a stone 
over her, acquainting the reader, that she died at 
the ag^-of eighty years, a spinstet, and that she 
was descended of the ancient family of the Iron- 
sides.— After which follows the genealogy draw^ 
up^ by her own hand. 
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IncauHtque anhnunt Fama vetdetois mnoiT, 

Viaa. i£n. vi. 889. 

And.fires bis mind with Ibve of faturefame. 

T^SRB i» nothuyg trhkh I atu% so nuich in the 
eoupse of thes« tuf ikily ^sertationv as varietyr 
fiy tidft means every one of my readers ia sure 
4tAAe tlifte or e^<^ to find a subjea that pleaset 
Ite^airt idifiofiic erety pap«^r baa some paMuutar 
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set of men for its advocates. Instead of seeing^ 
the number of my papers every day increasing^, 
they would quickly lie as a drug upon my hands, 
did not 1 take care to keep up the appetite of my 
guests, and quicken it from time to time by some- 
thing new and unexpected. In short, I endeav- 
our to treat my reader /in the same manner as 
Eve does the angel in that beautiful description 
of Milton : 

* So saying, with dispatchful looks in haste 
Slie turns, on hospitable thoughts intent. 
What choice to choose for deucacv best ; 
What order so contrived as not to mix 
Tastes, not well joined, inelegant ; but bring 
Taste after taste, upheld with kindliest change. 
Whatever earth, all-bearing mother yields 
In India East or West, or middle shore ; 
In Pontus or the Punic coast, or where 
Alcinous reigned ; fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough or smooth rin'd, or bearded husk or shell. 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing hand * Fifth Book« 

If by this method I can furnish out a s/ilendida 
farrago^ according to the compliment lately paid 
me in a fine poem, published among the exercises 7 
of the last Oxford act ; I have gained the end ; 
which I propose to myself. 

In my yesterday's paper, I shewed how the ac-; 
tions of our ancestors and forefathers should ex- 
cite us to every thing that is great and virtuou8|i' 
I shall here observe, that a regard to our polf 
terity, and those who are to descend from u| 
ought to have the same kind of influence onjf 
generous mind. A noble soul would rather A 
than commit an actjion that should make his cfal 
dren blush when he is in his grave, and be lof 
ed upon as a reproach to those who shall Xvi 
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hundred years after him. On the contrary, no- 
thing can be a more pleasing thought to a man 
of eminence, than to consider that posterity, i/vho 
lie many removes from him, shall make their 
boasts of his virtues, and be honourable for his 
sake. 

Virgil represents this consideration as an in- 
centive of glory to .£neas, when after; having 
shown him the race of heroes who were to de- 
scend from him, Anchises adds with a noble 
warmth, 

* Et dubitamw adhuc virtutem extenderefactis P* 

Mn. vi. 806. 

* And doubt we yet tlirouprh dangers to pnrsne' 
The paths of honour ?* ■■ i Dryben. 

Since I have mentioned this passage in Virgil, 
where, -fineas was entertained with the view of 
his great descendants, I cannot forbear observing 
a particular beauty, which I do not know that any 
one has taken notice of. The list which he has 
there drawn up was in, general to do honour to 
the Roman name, but more particularly to com- 
pliment Augustus. For this reason Anchises, 
who shews ^neas most of the rest of his descend- 
ants in the same order that they were to make 
their appearance in the world, breaks his method 
for the sake of Augustus, whom he singles out 
immediately after having mentioned Romulus, as 
the most illustrious person who was to rise in 
that empire which the other had founded. He 
was impatient to describe his posterity raised to 
the utmost pitch of glory, and therefore passes 
over all the rest to come at this great mant 
whom by thb means he implicitly represents as 

VOL. III. • I 
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making the mostconspicmoQs figure smong thent. 
By this artifice the poet did not only give his 
emperor the greatest pFsds^' kC' could be^ow up^ 
on him f but hindered bis reader from drawing 
ft parallel which would ha^e been disadvantageous 
to him, had he been celebrated in his proper 
placey that is, after Pompey and Caesar, who each 
of them eclipsed the other in military glory. 

Though there' haive been finer things spoken 
of Augustus than of amy other inan^^ll the wits 
of his age having tried to outrival one anotheron 
that subject ; he never received a^ compliment, 
which, in my opinion, can be^ compared, for sub- 
limity of thought, to that which the poet here 
makes him. The English reader may see a faint 
shadow of it in Mr^ Di^en's translation, for the 
original is inimitable. 

' JSic vir,hic ett^ Ijte. iEn. vi. 7^1. 

* Bat next behold the youth of form divine, 

6aesar himself, exalted in his Kne ; 

Au^stuS) promis'd oft, and long ^r^told. 

Sent to the realm that Saturn rol'd of old ; 

Bom to restore a better agp of gold 

Afric, and India, shall his power obey^ 

He shall extend his propagated sway. 

Beyond the solar year, without the starry way. 

Where Atlas tums^the rolling heavens around. 

And his broad shoulders with their lights are crown'd. 

At his foreseen approach^ already quajbe 

The Caspian kingdoms and MacotiaR lake; 

'Their seers behold tlie tempest fi?om i^ar ; 

And threatening oracles denounce the war. 

Kile hears him knocking' at his sevenfold gate ; 

And seeks hishidden spnng, and fearsldi nephew*^ &t^; 

Knr Heroides mere Unds or liboors knew. 

Not Itoi^ &e bcMEefi«feoted< bind he stew ; 

Freed Erymantlma firom the foaming betf ; 

Ap4 dipt hia tftowi ia Ii««)iMa goPQ. 
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Nor Baccluui turain^ from hiii Indian w«r> 
By tygers drawn triumphant in his cat ; 
From Nisus' top descending on the plains. 
With curling vines around his purple reins. 
And doubt -we yet through dangers to pursue 
The paths of honoiir ? ■ ' * 

I could Sfhew out of other poets tbe same kind 
of vision as this in Yirg^ whereip the chief per* 
aons of the poem have been fin(ertaine4 with the 
$ight of those who wei^e to idescend ffrom tiaem : 
but instead of that, 1 shall conclude with ^ rab^ 
binical story which has in it the oriental way of 
thinking, and is ther^etbi:^ y^^^^tnusing. 

Adam, say the rabbins, a little after his crea- 
tioH} was presented with sl view of all those souls 
who were to be united to human bodies, and take 
their turn after him upon the earth. Among oth- 
ers the vision set before him the soul of David. 
Our great ancestor was transported at the sight 
of so beautiful an apparitiop ; but to his unspeak- 
able grief was informed, that it was not to bq 
conversant among men the space of one year. 

* Oatendent terris hunc tan^mjata, neque ultra ^ 

Esse sinent ; — ' Mn. vi. 869. . 

*This youth j(the bGssful vision of a day) 

Shall just be shown on earth, and snatchM away/ 

D«tYB«MV 

-I 

Adam, to procure a longer life for so fine • 
piece of human nature, begged that threescore 
^d ten years ^which he heard would be the age 
of man in David's time) might be taken 0|it oS 
^ bis own life, and added to tliat of David. Aur. 
cordingly, say the rabbins, Adam falls* siiort of 4 
thousand years, which was to have been tbe com« 
pkt^ term 9^ Ms life/ by just ^q xnany years «« 
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make up the life of David. Adam having lived 
930 years, and David 70. 

This story was invented to shew the high opin- 
ion which the rabbins entertained of this man 
after God's own heart, whom the prophet, who 
was his own contemporary, could not mention 
without rapture, where he records the last poetical 
Composition of David, < of David the son of Jesse, 
of the man who w^ raised up on high, of the 
anointed of the God of Jacob, of the sweet psalm- 
ist of Israel.' 
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— — — priscajidea facto, tedfama perennit. 

ViRG. ^n. ix. 79. 

The fact, through length of time obscure. 

Is hard to faith : yet shall Uie same endure. 

' Dryden, 

< MOST VENERABLE NESTOR, 

' I FIND that every body is very much delight- 
ed with tl>e voice of your lion. His roarings 
against the tucker have been most melodious 
and emphatical. It is to be hoped, that the ladies 
will take warning by them, and not provoke him 
to greater outrages ; for I observe, that your lion, 
as you yourself have told us, is made up of mouth 
and paws. For my own part, I have long con- 
sidered with myself how I might express my 
gratitude to this noble animal that has so much 
the good of our country at his heart. After ma- 
ny thoughts on this subject, I have at length re* 



^Ived to do }ioiK>ur to him, hy copipiluig an his- 
tqry of his species, and extracting out of all au*- 
thors whatever may redound to his reputafioB. 
In the prosecution of this design, I shall have no 
manner of regard to what i&sop has said upou 
the subject, whom I look upon to have been ^ 
republican by the unworthy treatment which he 
often gives to the king of beasts, and whom, if I 
had time, I could convict of falsehood and forge- 
ry, in almost every matter of fact which he ha« 
related of this generous animal. Your romance 
writers are likewise a set of men whose authority 
I shall build upon very little in this case. They 
all of them are bom with a parucular antipathy 
10 licms, and give them no more quarter than 
tiiey do giants, wherever they chance to meet 
them. There is not one of the seven champions^ 
but wh^n he has nothing else to do, encounter^ 
with a lion, ^d you may be sure always gets th^ 
better of him. In short, a knight errant lives in 
^ perpetual state of enmity with this noble crea<* 
ture, and hates him more than all things upoQ 
the earth, except a dragon. Had the stories re** 
^rded of them, by these writers been true, the 
yrhole species would have been destroyed before 
now. After having thus renounced all fabuipua 
authorities, J shall begin my memoirs of the iion 
-irith a story related of him by AuUus Gellius, 
^d extracted by him out of Dion Cassius, an hia^ 
torinn of undoubted veracity. It is the famousi 
Sftory of Androcles the Roman slave, which I 
premke for the sake of my learned reader^ who 
needs go no farther in it, if be has read it already^ 
' < Asdiwles was the slave <tf a noWe Roman ^ 
who wa^ proconsul of AfriCf He had be^n guiJqr * 
of a fault) for which his master would have put 

I 2 



94 GUARDUN. No. 139. 

him to death, had not he found an opportunity to 
escape out of his hands, and fled into the deserts 
of Numidia. As he was wandering among the 
barren sands, and almost dead with heat and hun- 
ger, he saw a cave in the side of a rock. He 
went into it, and finding at the farther end of it a 
place to sit down upon, rested there for some 
time. At length, to his great surprise, a huge 
overgrown lion entered at the mouth of the cave, 
and seeing a man at the upper end of it, immedi- 
ately made towards him. Androcles gave him- 
self* for gone ; but the lion, instead of treating 
him as he expected, laid his paw upon his lap, 
and with a complaining kind of voice fell a lick- 
ing his hand. Androcles, after having recovered 
himself a little from the fright he was in, observed 
the lion's paw to be exceedingly swelled by a large 
thorn that stuck in it. He immediately pulled it out, 
and by squeezing the paw very gently made a great 
deal of corrupt matter run out of it, which probably 
freed the lion from the great anguish he had felt 
some time before. The lion left him upon re- 
ceiving this good office from him, and soon after 
returned with a fawn which he had just killed. 
This he laid down at the feet of his benefactor, 
and went off again in pu suit of his prey. An- 
drocleSf after having sodden the flesh of it by the 
sun, subsisted upon it until the lion had supplied 
him with another. He lived many days in this 
frightful solitude, the lion catering for him with 
great assiduity. Being tired at length with this 
savage society, he was resolved to deliver himself 
up into Lis master's hands, and suffer the worst ef- 
fects of his displeasure, rather than be thus driven 
out from mankind. His master, as was custom^ 

• lip for lost. 
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ary for the proconsuls of Africa, was at that time 
getting together a present of all the largest lions 
that could be found in the country, in order to 
send them to Rome, that they might furnish 
out a show to the Roman people. Upon his poor 
slave's surrendering himself into his hands, he 
ordered him to be carried away to Rome as soon 
as the lions were in readiness to be sent, and 
that for his crime he should be exposed to fight 
with one of the lions in the amphitheatre, as 
usual, for the diversion of the people. This was 
all performed accordingly. Androcles, after such 
a strange run of fortune, was now in the area of 
the theatre, amidst thousands of spectators, ex' 
pecting every moment when his antagonist would 
cbme out upon him. At length a huge mon- 
strous lion leaped out from the place where he 
had been kept hungry for the show. He advan* 
ced with great ra^e towards the man, but on a 
sudden, after having regarded him a little wist- 
fully, fell to the ground, and crept towards' his 
feet with all the signs of blandishment and ca- 
ress. Androcles, after a short pause, discovered 
that it was his old Numidian friend, and imme- 
diately renewed his acquaintance with him. Their 
mutual congratulations were very surprising to 
the beholders, who, upon hedring an account of 
the whole matter from Androcles, ordered him 
to be pardoned, and the lion to be given up into his 
possession. Androcles returned at Rome the ci- 
vilities which he had received from him in the 
deserts of Afric. Dion Cassius says, that he him- 
self saw the man leading the lion about the 
streets of Rome, the people every where gather- 
ing about them, and repeating to one another, 
'*<IIic e9t leo hosfies hominia^ hie est homa medicua 
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leoms**" " This is the lion who was the man's 
host^ this is the man who was the lion's phy- 



sician." 



Wi n* ■ ■ 
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quibtu incerutijamfrigidus avo 



J^aomedontiades, vel Nestoris hernia posait. 

Juv. Sat. vi. 324» 

A sig^ht, mij^ht thaw old Priam's frozen age. 
And warm ev'n Nestor into amorous ra|^. 

I HAVE lately received a letter from an astrolo- 
ger in Moor&elds, which I have read with great 
satisfactiop. He observes to me, that my lion at 
Button's coffee-house was very luckily erected in 
the very month when the sun was in Leo. He 
further adds, that upon conversing with the above* 
mentioned Mr. Button, whose other name he obi- 
serves is Daniel (a good omen still with regard 
to the lion his cohabitant), he had discovered the 
very hour in which the said lion was set up ; and 
that Jjy the help of other lights, which he had re* 
ceived from the said Mr. Button, he had beeiv 
enabled to calculate the nativity of the lion. This 
mysterious philosopher acquaints me, that the sigi^ 
of L^o in the heavens immediately precedes that 
of Virgo, by which, says he, is sigmfied the nat*- 
ural love and i^eodship the lion bears tp virginr 
ity I and mxt oi^j tp virgioitj, but to such mat* 
Tons likewise a<S ari^ pure luad unspotted: fronii 
whence he fQr<5,tpls the good influence which th^ 
roarings of my lion are m&ely to. have over the fc" 
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male world, for the purifying of their behaviour, 
and bettering of their manners. He then pro- 
ceeds to inform me, that in the most exact astro- 
logical schemes, the lion is observed to affect, in 
a more particular manner, the legs and the neck, 
as well as to allay the power of the scorpion in 
those parts which are allotted to that fiery con- 
stellation- From heiice he very naturally prog- 
nosticates, that my lion will meet with great suc- 
cess in the attacks he has made on the untuck- 
ered stays and short petticoat ; and that, in a few 
months, there will not be a female bosom or an- 
kle uncovered in Great Britain. He concludes, 
that by the rules of his art he foresaw five years 
ago, that both the pope and myself should about 
this time unite our endeavours in this particular, 
and that sundry mutations and revolutions would 
happen in the female dress. 

I have another letter by me from a person of a 
more volatile and airy genius, w)io finding this 
great propension in the fair sex to go uncovered, ' 
and thinking it impossible to reclaim them en- 
tirely from it, is- for compounding the matter 
with them, and finding out a middle expedient 
between nakedness and cloathing. He proposes, 
therefore, that they should imitate their great- 
grandmothers the Briths or Picts, and paint the 
parts of their bodies which are uncovered with 
such figures as shall be most to their fancy. The 
bosom of the coquette, says he, may bear the fig- 
ure of a Cupid, with a bow in his hand, and his 
arrow upon the string. The prude might have a 
Pallas, with a shield and gorgon's head. In 
short, by this method, he thinks every woman 
might make very agreeable discoveries of herself, 
and at the same time shew us what she would 
be at. But by my correspondent's good leave, I 
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can by no means consent to spoil the skin of my 
pretty countrywomen. They could find no col- 
ours half so charming as those which are natural 
to them; and though, like the old Picts, they 
painted the sun itself upon tlieir bodies, they 
"would still change for the worse, and conceal 
something more beautiful th'an what they exhw 
bited. 

I shall therefore persist in my first design, and 
endeavour to bring about the reformation in nec)L 
and legs, which I have so long aimed at. Let them 
but raise their stays and let down their petticoatSy 
and 1 have done. ^ However, as I will give them 
space to consider of it, I design this for the last 
time that my lion shall roar upon the subject dur^ 
ing this season, which I give public notice of for 
the sake of my correspondents, that they may not 
be at an unnecessary trouble or expence in fur*' 
nishing me with any informations relating to the 
tucker before the beginning of next winter, whe% 
I may again resume that point, if I find occasioa 
for it. I shall not, however, let it drop without 
acquainting my reader, that I have written a let- 
ter to the pope upon it, in order to encourage hiiu 
in his present good intentions, and that we may 
act by concert in this matter. Here follows the 
copy of my letter. 

•TO POPE CLEMENT THE EIGHTH, NESTOB 
IRONSIDE, GREETING. 

# 

< DEAR BROTHER, 

^ I HAVE heard with great satisfaction, that yoa 
have forbidden your priests to confess any woman 
"who appears before them without a tucker^ ia 
"Which you please me well. 1 do agree with you, 
that it is impossible for^the good man to discharge 
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his office, as he ought, who gives an ear to those 
alluring penitents that discover their hearts and 
n^cks to him at -the same time. I am labouring^ 
as much as. in me lies to stir up the same spirit 
of modesty among the women of this island, and 
should be glad we might assist one another in so 
good a work. » In order to it, I desire that you 
would send me over the length of a Roman la- 
dy's neck, as it stood before your late prohibi- 
tion. We have some here who have necks of one^ 
two, and three foot in length ; some that hav© 
necks which reach down to their middles, and in- 
deed, some who may be said to be all neck, and 
no body. I hope, at the same time you observo 
the stays of your female subjects, that you have 
also an eye to their petticoats, which rise in this 
island daily. When the petticoat reaches but to 
the knee, and the stays fall to the fifth rib (which 
I hear is to be the standard of each, as it has 
been lately settled in a junto of the sex), I will 
take care to send you one of either sort* which I 
advertise you of before hand, that you may not 
compute the stature of our English women from 
the length of their garments. In the mean time I 
have desired the master of a vessel, who tells me 
that he shall toucJh at Civita Vecchia, to present 
you with a cettain female machine, which, I be* 
lieve, will puzzle your infallibility to discover the 
use of it. Not to keep you in suspence, it is what^ 
we call in this country a hooped petticoat. I shall 
only beg of you to let me know, whether yoii 
find any garment of this nature among all th^ 
yelics of your female saints, and in particular) 
whether it was ever worn by any of your twenty 
fboUtand virgin martyrs. 

< Youn^> tiegiie ad >^ra^^ 
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< P. S. I must not dismiss this letter without de- 
cliaring myself a good protestant, as I hint in the 
subscribing part of it. This I think necessary 4to 
take notice of, lest I should be accused by an 
author of unexampled stupidity,* for correspond- 
ing with the head of a Romish church.' 
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Frange, miser, calamoa, vigilataque pralia cielcf 
^i jacia in parv.f sublimia carmina cella, 
Ut dignw venias hederis^ et imagine m.acra, 

Juv Sat vii. 27. 

Let flames on your unlucky papers prey. 

Or moths through written pages eat their way ; 

Your wars, your loves, your prjuses be forgot ; 

And make of all an universal blot — • 

The rest is empty praii^e, an ivy crown. 
Or the lean statue of a mean renown. 

' Ch. Drydjen, 

* Wit,' saith the bishop of Rochester t in his ele- 
gant sermon against the scorner, ^ as it implies a 
certain uncommon reach and vivacity of thought, 
is an excellent talent, very fit to be employed in 
the search of truth, and very capable of assisting 
us to discern and embrace it.' I shall take leave 
to carry this observation farther into common life, 
and remark, that it is a faculty, when properly 
directed, very fit to recommend young persons to 

• These harsh words are spoken of the writer of the 
Examiner, vol iv. No. 27» in folio. 
t Dr. Atterbury. 
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the favour of such patrons, as are generally stu^ 
dious to promote the interest of politeness, and 
the honour of their country. I am therefore much 
grieved to hear the frequent complaints of some 
rising authors whom I have taken under my guar- 
dianship. Since my circumstances will not allow 
me to give them due encouragement, I must take 
upon me the person of a philosbpher, and make 
them a present of my advice. I would not have 
any poet whatsoever, who is not bom to five hun- 
dred a year, deliver himself up to wit, but as it i$ 
subservient to the improvement of his fortune. 
This talent is useful in all professions, and should 
be considered not as a wife, but as an attendant. 
Let them take an old man's word ; the desire of 
fame grows languid in a few years, and thoughts 
of ease and convenience erase the fairy images 
of glory and honour. Even those who have suc- 
ceeded both in fame and fortune, look back on 
the petty trifles of their youth with some regret, 
when their minds are turned to more exalted and 
useful speculations. This is admirably exprest 
- in the following lines by an author,* whom I 
have formerly done justice to on the account of 
his pastoral poems. 



In search of Wisdom, far from Wit I fly ; * 
Wit is a harlot, beauteous to the eye. 
In whose bewitching arms our early time 
We waste, and vigour of our youthful prime : 
But when Reflection comes with riper years. 
And Manhood with a thoughtful brow appears ; 
We cast the mistress off to take a wife, 
Andy wed to Wisdom, lead a happy life. 

• Mr. Ambrose Philips* 
TOL. III. X 
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A passage which happened to me some years 
ago confirmed several jnaxims of frugality in my 
xnind : A woollen-draper of my acquaintance, re- 
markable for his learning* and good-nature, pull- 
ed out his pocket-book, wherein he shewed me 
at the one end several well-chosen mottos, and 
several patterns of cloth at the other. — ^I, like a 
well-bred man, praised both sorts of goods; 
whereupon he tore out the mottos, and generous* 
ly gave them to me : but, with great prudence, 
put up the patterns in his pocket again. 

I am sensible that any accounts of my own se- 
cret history can have but little weight with young 
men of sanguine expectations. I shall therefore 
take this opportunity to present my wards with 
the history of an ancient Greek poet, which was 
sent me from the library of Fez, and is to be found 
there in the end of a very ancient manuscript of 
Homer's works, which was brought by the Bar- 
barians from Constantinople. The name of the 
poet is torn put, nor have the critics yet deter- 
mined it. I have faithfully translated part of it, 
And desire that it may be diligently perused by 
all men who design to live by their wits. 

* I was born at the foot of a certain mountain 
in Greece called Parnassus, where the country 
is remarkably delicious. My mother, while she 
was with child of me longed for laurel leaves ; 
and as I lay in my cratdle, a swarm of bees set- 
tled about my mouth, without doing me any inju- 
ry. These were looked upon as presages of my 
being a great man; and the early promises I 
gave of a quick wit, and lively fancy, confirmed 
the high opinion my friends had conceived df me. 
It would be an idle tale to relate the trifling ad- 

* Perhaps Will. Pate» a draper, celebrated for his wit 
"^ learning^. 
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ventures of my youth, untfl I arrived at my twen- 
tieth year. It was then that the love I bore to a 
beaijtiful youiv.:: virgin, with whom I had inno- 
cently and familiarly conversed from ray child- 
hood, became the public talk of our village. I was 
so taken up with my passion, that I entirely ne- 
glected all other affairs : and though the daugh- 
ter of Machaon the physician, and a rich heiress, 
the daughter of a famous Grecian orator, were 
offered me in marriage, I. peremptorily refused 
both the matches, a^id rashly vowed to live and 
die with the, lovely Polyhymnia. In vain did my 
parents remonstrate to me, that the tradition of 
her being descended from the Gods was too poor 
a portion for one of my narrow fortune ; that ex- 
cept her fine green-house and garden, she had not 
one foot of land ; and though she ^hould gain the 
lawsuit about the summit of Paimassus, (which 
yet had many pretenders to it) that the air was so 
bleak there, and the ground so barren, that it 
would certainly starve the possessor. I fear my 
obstinacy in this particular broke my mother's 
heart, who died a short tim^ after, and was soon 
followed by my father. 

' I now found myself at liberty, and notwith- 
standing the opposition of a great many rivals, I 
won and enjoyed Polyhymnia. Our amour v^s 
known to the whole country, and all who saw, 
extolled the beauty of my mistress, and pronounc- 
ed me happy, in the possession of so many charms. 
We lived in great splendor and gaiety, I being 
persuaded that high living was necessary to keep 
up my reputation, and the beauty of my mistress; 
from whom I had daily expectations given mc 
of a post in the government, or some lavish pre- 
sent from the great men of our commonwealth. 
I was so proud of my partner, that I was perpe- 
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tually bringing company to see her, and was a 
little tiresome to my acquaintance, by talking 
continually of her several beauties. She herself 
had a most exalted conceit of her charms, and 
often invited the ladies to ask their opinions of 
her dress; which if theV disapproved in any 
particular, she called them a pack of envious insip- 
id things, and ridiculed them in all companies. She 
had a delicate set of teeth, which appeared most 
to advantage when she was angry ; and therefore 
she was very often in a passioh. By this impru- 
dent behaviour, when we had run out of our tho- 
ney, we had no living soul to befriend us ; and 
every body cried out, it was a judgment upon 
tne for being a slave to such a proud minx, such 
a conceited hussy. 

^ I loved her passionately, ^n^ exclaimed agsdnst 
a blind and injudicious world. Besides I had se- 
veral children by her, and was likely still to have 
more; for I always thought the youngest the 
most beautiful. 1 must not forget that a certain 
great lord offered me a considerable sum in my 
necessity, to have the reputation of fathering one 
of them ; but I rejected his offer with disdaint 
In order to support her family and vanities, she 
carried me to Athens ; where she put me upon a 
hundred pranks to get money. Sometimes she 
drest me in an anuque robe, and placed a diadem 
on my head, and made me gather a mob about me 
by talking in a blustering tone, and unintelligible 
language. Sometimes she made me foam at the 
biouth, roll my eyes, invoke the gods, and act a 
sort of madness which the Athenians call the 
Pindarism. At smother time she put a sheep- 
hook into my hand, and drove me round my gar- 
ret, calling it the plains of Arcadia. When these 
projects &iled) she gave put) with great success, 
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tbat I was an old astrologer ;* after that a dumb 
man ;t and last of all she made me pass for a 

lion 4 

' It may seem strange, that, after so tedious a 
slavery, 1 should ever get my freedom. But so it 
happened, that during the three last transforma- 
tions, I grew acquainted with the lady Sophia^ 
whose superior charms cooled my passion for Po- 
lyhymnia ; insomuch that some envious duii fel- 
lows gave it out, my mistress had jilted and left 
me. But the slanders of my enemies were silen- 
ced by my public espousal of Sophia ; who, with a 
greatness of soul, void of all jealousy, hath taken 
Polyhymnia for her woman, and is dressed by her 
every day.' 



N« 142. MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 1713. 



Pacts nnala ; savior arm is 



Luxuria incu/fuit, victumque ulciscitvr'^ 

Juv. Sat. vi. 291. 



Th* inveterate ills of peace. 



■ And wasteful riot ; whose destructive charms 
Revenge the vanquished— Drydev^ 

Being obliged, at present, to attend a particular 
affair of my own,§ I do empower my printer to 
look into the arcana of the lion, and select out of 

* Isaac Bickerstaff^ esq. an astrologer in the Tatle^. 
t A dumb man in the Spectator. 
^ A lion in the Guardian. ^ 

§ The particular affair alluded to here was probably 
Steele^s election as M. P. for Stockbridge. 
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them such as im^ty be of public utility ; and Mr. 
Button is hereby authorized and commanded to 
g^ve my said printer free ingress and egress to 
the lion, without any hindrance, let, or molesta-' 
tion whatsoever, until such time as he shall re- 
ceive orders to the contrary. And for so doing 
this shall be his warrant. 

Nestoh Ironside. 

* By virtue of the foregoing order, the lion has 
been carefully examined, and the two following 
papers being found upon hiip, are thought very 
proper for public use.* , 

< Given in at the lion*s mouth at six of the clock 

in the morning, 

< MR. IRONSIDE, 

< I CAME very early this morning to rouse your 
lion, thinking it the properest time to offer him 
trash when his stomach was empty and sharp 
set ; and being informed too that he is so very 
modest, as to be shy of swallowing any thing be- 
fore much company, and npt without some other 
politic views, the principal of which was, that his 
digestion being then the most keen and vigorous, 
It might probably refine this raw piece from sev-^ 
eral of its crudities, and so make it proper food 
for his master ; for as great princes keep their 
taster, so I perceive you keep your digester, hav- 
ing an appetite peculiarly turned for delicacies, 
jf a fellow-feeling and similitude of emplojrment 
are any ipptives to engage your attention, I may 

tr once promise myself a favourable bearing, 
y the siccount you have given us of the Spark« 
ler, {Old your other female wards, I am pretty 
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great d^&cultie^ there are in weaning a young 
kidy's inclination from a frolic which she is fully 
bent upon. I am a guardian to a young heiress^ 
whose conduct I am more than ordinary solicit- 
ous to keep steady in the slippery age we live in. 
I must confess miss hath hitherto been very trac- 
table and toward, considering she is an heiress, 
and now upon the brink of fifteen : but here of 
fctte Tom Whirligig haa^ so turned her head with 
the gallantries of a late masquerade (which no 
doubt Tom, according to his usual vivacity, set 
forth in all its gayest colours), that the young crea- 
ture has been perfectly 'giddy ever since, and so 
set agog with the thoughts of it, that I am teazed 
to death by her importuning me to let her go to 
the next. In the mean time, I have surprised 
her more than onc6 or twice very busy in pulling 
all her clothed to pieces, in order to make up a 
strange dress, and with much ado have reprieved 
diem from her merciless scissars. Now you must 
understand, old Ii*on, I am very loth to trust her 
all alone into such an ocean of temptations. I 
have made use of all manner of dissuasives to 
her, and have sufficiently demonsti ated to her, 
that the devil first addressed himself to Eve in a 
mask^. and that v/e owe the loss of our first happy 
state to a masquerSide, which that sly intriguer 
Tnade in the garden, where he seduced her; but 
shedoes not at all regard this ; the passion of cu- 
riosity is as predominant in her as ev6r it was ir^ 
her predecessor. Therefore 1 appeal, sage Nes* 
tor, to your experienced age, whether these noc* 
tumal assemblies have not a bad tendency, to 

five a loose turn to a young lady's imagination, 
or the being in disguise takes away the usual 
checks and restraints of modesty ; and conse* 
<{ueptly th0 bei^ux dp siot blusd tQ |a)k w^tonlyi 
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nor the belles to listen; the. one as greedily 
sucks in the poison, as the other industriously in- 
fuses it*; and I am apt to think too, that the ladies 
might possibly forg;et their own selves in such 
strange dresses, and do that in a personated cha- 
racter which may stain their real ones. A young 
milk-maid may indulge herself in the innocent 
freedom of a green^gown ; and a shepherdess, 
without thinking any hai;^ii, may lie down with a 
shepherd on a mossyrbank ; and all this while 
poor Sylvia may be so far lost in the pleasing 
thought^ of her new romantic attire, and Damon's 
soft endearing language, as never once to reflect 
who she is, imtil the romance is completed. Be- 
sides, do but consider, dear Nestor, when a 
young lady's spirits are fermented with sparkling 
champaign, her heait opened and dilated by the 
attractive gaiety of every thing about her, her 
soul melted away by the soft airs of music, and 
the gentle powers of motion ; in a word, the whole 
woman dissolved in a luxury of pleasure ; I say, 
in such critical circumstances, in such unguard- 
ed moments, how easy it is for a young thing to 
be led aside by her stars. Therefore, good Mr. 
Ironside, set your lion a roaring against these 
dangerous assemblies : I can assure . you, one . 
good loud roar will be sufficient to deter my ward 
irom them, for she is naturally mighty fearful, 
and has been always used from her childhood to 
be frightened into good behaviour. And it may 
prove too some bene^t to yourself in the manage- 
ment of your own females, who, if they are not 
already, I do not at all question, but they will be 
very shortly gadding after these midnight gam- 
bols. Therefore, to promote your own peace and 
quietBess, as well as mine, and the. safety of all 
^oung virgins, pray order your lion to exert his 
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loudest notes against masquerades ; I am sure it 
would be a perfect concert to all good mothers, 
and particularly charm the ears of 

Your faithful friend and companion, " 

Old Rustisides.' 
<most worthy sir, 
'Being informed that the Eveites daily in- 
crease, and that fig-leaves are shortly coming in- 
to fashion ; I have hired me a piece of ground 
and planted it with fig-trees, the soil being natu- 
rally productive of them. I hope, good sir, you 
will so far encourage my new project, as to ac- 
quaint the ladies, that I have now by me a choice 
collection of fig-leaves of all sorts and si^es, of a 
delicate texture, and a lovely bright verdure, beau- 
tifully scolloped at the extremities, and most cu- 
riously wrought with variety of slender fibres, 
ranged in beautiful meanders and windings. I 
have some very cool ones for summer, so trans- 
parently thin, that you may see through them, 
and others of a thicker substance for winter ; I 
have likewise some very small ones of a particu- 
lar species for little misses. So that I do not 
question but to give general satisfaction to all la- 
dies whatsoever, that please to repair to me at 
the sign of the Adam and Eve,nf5ar Cupid's gar- 
dens. If you will favour m% with the insertion 
of this in your Guai^ian, I will make your fa- 
vourite, the Sparkler, a present of some of the 
choicest fig-leaves 1 have, and lay before her 
feet the pnmitiac of my new garden ; and if you 
bring me a great many customers for my leaves, 
I promise you my figs shall be at your service. 
I am, worthy Sii*i 

Your worship's most obedient 

humble servant^ 
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* N. B. I am now rearing up a set of fine fur- 
belowed dock-leaves, which will be exceeding 
proper for old women, and superannuated maids ; 
those plants having two excellent good proper- 
ties ; the one, that they flourish best in dry 
ground ; the other, that being clothed with sev- 
eral integuments of downy surfaces, they are ex- 
ceeding warm and cherishing.* 
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^itjuit, /^arrendos primus (pit protulit enses ? 
, ^iamjems, et vereferreus illefiit ! 

TiBUL. 1 Eleg. X. 1. 

Who first, with skill inhuman, did produce, 
And teach mankind, the sword's destructive use ? 
Whait sense of pity could the monster feel ? 
Himself relentless as the murd'rous Steel \ 

Notwithstanding the levity of the pun, which 
is in the second line of my motto, the subject I 
am going upon is of the most serious consequence, 
and concerns no less than the peace and quiet, 
and (for aught I*lmow) the very life and safety, 
of eveiy inoffensive and well-disposed inhabitant 
of this city. Freqi^ent complaints have been m^de 
to me, by men of discretion and sobriety, in most 
of the coffee-houses from, St. James's to Jona- 
than's, that there is sprung up of late a very nu- 
merous race of young fellows about the town, 
who have the confidence to walk the streets, and 
come into all public places in open day light, with 
swords of such immoderate length, as strike ter- 
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ror into a great many of her majesty's good sub- . 
jects. , Besides this, half a dozen of this fraterni^ 
ty in a room or a narrow street, are as inconven- 
ient as so many tum-stiles, because you can pass 
neither backward nor forward, until you have 
first put their weapons aside. When Jack Lizard 
made his first trip to town from the university, 
he thought he could never bring up with him too 
much of the gentleman ; this I soon perceived in 
the first visit he made me, when I remember, he 
came scraping in at the door, encumbered with a 
bar of cold iron so irksomely long, that it bapged 
against his calf and jarred upon his right heel, 
as he walked, and came rattling behind him as 
he ran down the stairs. But his sister Annabel- 
M's raillery soon cured him of this awkward air, 
by telling him that his sword was only fit for go- 
ing up stairs, or walking up hill, and that she 
shrewdly suspected he stolo it out of the college 
kitchen. 

But to return to the public grievance of this 
city ; it is very remarkable, that these Brothers 
of the Blade began to appear upon the first sus- 
pension of arins ; and that since the conclusion 
of the peace the order is very much increased, 
both as to the number of the men, and the size 
of their weapons. I am informed, that these men 
of preposterous bravery, who affect a military 
air in a profound peace, and dare to look terrible 
amongst their friends and fellow-citizens, have 
formed a plan to erect themselves into a society, 
under the name of the Terrible club ; and that 
they entertain hopes of setting the great armory- 
hall in the tower for their club-room. Upon this 
I have made it my business to inquire more par- 
titularly into the cabals of these Hectors ; and by 
the help'of my lion, I have got such informations 



lU GUARDIAN. No. 145. 

as will jcnable me to countermine their designs, 
together with a copy of some fundamental aru- 
cles drawn up by three of their ring-leaders ; the 
which it seems, are to be augmented and assent- 
ed to by the rest of the gang, on the first of Jan- 
uary next, (if not timely prevented) at a general 
meeting in the $word-cutler's hall. I shall at 
present (to Let them see that Uiey are hot unob- 
served) content myself with publishing only the 
said articles. 

Articles to be agreed ufion by the members of the 

Terrible club, 

Jm/irimisy That the dub do meet at midnight 
in the great armory-hall in the tower, (if leaip 
can b& obteuned) the first Monday in every month. 

II. That the president be seated on ajdi'um at 
the upper end of the table, accoutred with a hel- 
met, a basket hilt sword, and a buff belt. 

ill. That the president be always obliged to 
provide for the first and standing dish of the club, 
a pasty of bull bee^ baked in a target made for 
that purpose, 

IV. That the members do cut their meat with 
bayonets instead of knives. 

V. That every member do sit to the table, and 
^at with his bat^ his sword, and his gloves on. 

v{. That there be no liquor drank but rack- 
punch, quickened with brandy, and gun-powder. 

y II. That a large iportar be made use of for a 
punch-bawl. 

In aU appearance it could be no other than a 
iliember of this club, vho came last week to But- 
tQn% and sat over-^^ainst the lion with such a 
««llte4 fi«i^iiM» in Iw Gonitt)»iQi9nQe»aa ifbe cam^ 
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to yie with that animal in sternness of looks. His 
stature ^sls somewhat low; his motions quick 
and smart, and, might be mistaken for startings 
and convulsions. He wore a broa^d stiff hat,xud* 
gel-proof, with an edging three fingers deep, 
trussed up ipto the fierce trooper's cock. To 
this was add* -d a dark wig, very moderately curl^ 
eci, and tied in two large knots up to his ears ; 
his coat was short, and rich in tarnished lace ; 
his nostrils and his upper lip were all begrimed 
with snuff. At first I was in hopes the gentle- 
man's friends took care not to intrust him with 
any weapon ; until looking dowi^,^ I could per* 
ceive a sword of a most Unwarrantable si^e, that 
hung carelessly l^low his knee^ with two large 
tassels at the hilt, that played about his ankles. 

I must confess I cannot help shrewdly suspect- 
ing the courage of the Terribles. I beg pardon 
if I am in the .wrong when I think, that the long 
sword, and the swaggering cock, are the ordina- 
ry disguises of a faintheart. These meii while 
they think to impose terror upon others, do but 
render themselves contemptible ; their very dress 
tells you that they, are surrounded with fears, that 
they live in Hobbes's state of nature, and that they 
are never free from apprehensions. I dare say^ j£ 
one were to look into the hearts of these cham- 
pions, one should find there a great tendency to 
go cased in armour, and that nothing but the fear 
of a stronger ridicule restrains them from it. A 
brave man scorns to wear any thi^g, that may 
give him an advantage over his neighbour ; his 
great glory is neither to fear, nor to be feared. 
I Tememhkvf when I was abroad^ to have seen a 
buffoon in an opera, whose excessive cowardice 
never fioled to 9i<t the whole im#QQO« intQ 9, loa4 
v^ir. m. I, 
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laughter : but the scene which seemed to divert 
them most, was that in which he came on with a 
^word that reached quite across the stage, and 
was put to flight by an adversary, whose stature 
was not above four foot high, and whose weapon 
was not three foot long. This brings to my mind 
what I have fprm'erly read of a king of Arabia, 
who shewing a rich sword, that had been pre- 
isented to him, his courtiers unanimously gave 
their opinion, that it had no othei: fault, but that 
of being too short ; upon which the king's son 
said, that there was no weapon too shon for a 
brave man, since there neieded no more but to 
advance one step to make it long erjugh. To 
this I shall subjoin, by way of corollary, that 
there is no weapon long enough for a coward, 
who never thinks himself secure while he is 
within sight of his adversary's point. I would 
therefore advise these men of distant courage, 
as they tender their honour, to shorten their di- 
mensions, and reduce their tilters to a more re- 
putable, as well as a more portable size. 



N*> 144. WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26, 1713. 



Sua cuique quum sit animi cogitatto, 

Colorque primus JPhjedr. Prol. v. ver. 7. 

Every ma^ has his pecdliar way of thinking and acting'. 

It is a very just, and a common observation up- 
on the natives of this island, that in their different 
degrees, and in their several professions and em- 
ployments, they abound as much and perhaps 
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more, in good sense than any people ; and yet, at 
the same time there is scarce an Englishman of 
any life and spirit, that has not some odd cast of 
thought, sotne original humour that distinguishes 
him from his neighbour. Hence it is that our 
comedies are enriched With such a diversity of 
characters, as is not to be seen upon any other 
theatre in Eurppe. Even in the masquerades 
that have been lately given to the town (though- 
they are diversions we are not accustomed to) 
the singularities of dress were carried much far- 
ther than is usual m foreign countries, where the 
natives are trained up, as it were, from their in- 
fancy, to those amusements. The veiy same meas- 
ure of understanding, the very same accomplish- 
ments, the very same defects, shall, among us, 
appear under a quite different aspect in one man, 
to what they do in another. This makes it as 
impractiqa{)le to foreigners to enter into a thor<: 
ough knowledge of the English, as it would be 
to learn the Chinese language, in which there is 
a different character for every individual word. 
I know not how to explain this vein of humour sq 
obvious in my countrymen, better than by com- 
paring it to what the French call Le gout du ter- 
roir in wines, by which they mean the different 
flavour one and the same grape shall draw from 
the different soils in which it is planted. This 
national mark is visil^p among us iu every rank 
and degree of men, from the persons of the first 
quality and politest sense, doWn to the radest and 
most ignorant of the people. Every mechanic 
has a peculiar cast of head and turn of wit, or 
some uncommon whim, as a characteristic that 
distinguishes him from others of his trade, as 
well as from the multitudes that are upon a level 
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with him. We have a small-coalman,* who from 
beginning with two plain notes, which made up 
his daily cry, has niacle himself master of the 
whole compass of the gamut, and has frequently 
concerts of music at his own house, for the en- 
tertainment of himself and his friends. There is 
a person of great hospitality, who lives in a plais- 
teied cottage iipon the road to Hampstead, and 
gets a superfluity of wealth, by accommodating 
holiday passengers with ale, brandy, pipes, tobac- 
co, gingerbread, apples, peai^, and other small 
refreshments of life ; and on work-days takes the 
air in his chaise, and recreates himself with the 
elegant pleasures of the beau-monde. The shin- 
ing men amongst our mob, dignified by the titl^ 
of ringleaders, have an inexhaustible fund of 
archness and mllery ; as likewise have onv sail- 
ors and watermen. Our very street-beggars are 
foot without their peculiar oddities, as the school- 
men term them. The other day a tattered wag 
followed me across the Mews with * one farthing 
or half-penny, good your honour, do your hon- 
our ; and I shall make bold to pray for you.* 

Shakspeare (who was a great copier of nature) 
whenever he introduces any artisans or low cha* 
racters into his plays, never foils to dash them 
strongly with some distinguishing stain oflium- 
our, as may be seen more remarkably in the scene 
of the grave-diggers in Hfcnlet. 

Though this singularity of temper, which r\ins 
through tbe generality of us, may make us seem 
whimsical to i^trangers ; yet it furnishes out a per- 
petual change of entertainment to ourselves, and 
diversifies all our conversations with such a vari- 
ety of mirth, as is not to be met with in any bthet 

t Mr. Thom«.s BttVow. 
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country. Sir Williain Temple, in his Essay up- 
on Poetry, endeavours to account for the British ^ 
humours in the following manner : 

' This may proceed from the native plenty of 
our soil, the unequalness of our climate, as well 
as the ease of our government, and the liberty of 
professing opinions and factions, which perhaps 
our neighbours have about them, but are forced 
to disguise,^ and thereby may conie in time to be 
extinguished. Thus welcome to have more origi- 
nals,, and more that appear what they are. We 
have more humour, because every man follows 
liis own^ and takes a pleasure, perhaps a pride to 
shew it* On the contrary, wl^ere the people are 
generally poor, and forced to hard labour, their 
actions and lives are all of a piece. Where they 
serve hard masters, they must follow their exam- 
pleS) as well as commands, and are forced upon 
imitation in small matters, a& well as obedience 
in great : so that some nations look as if they 
were cast all in one mould, or cut out all by one 
pattern, at least the common people an one, and 
the gentlemen in another. They seem all of a 
sort in their habits, their customs, and even their 
talk and conversation, as well as in the applica- 
tion and pursuit of their actions, and their lives. 
Besides all this, there is another sort of variety 
amongst us, which arises from our climate, and 
the dispositions it naturally produces. We are 
not only more unlike one another, than any na- 
tion I know; but we are mor^ unlike ourselves 
too, at sevjeral tim^s, and owe ib our very air 
som« ill qualities, as well as many good.' v 

Ours is the only country, perhaps in the whole 
world, where every man, rich and poor, dares to 
have a humour of his own, and to avow it upon 

L 2 
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all occask)ns. I make no doubt) but that it is to 
this great freedom 6f temper, and thb uncon« 
strained manner of living, t^at we owe in a great 
itieasure, the number of shining geniuses, which 
rise up aniongst us from time to time, in the se- 
veral arts and sciences, for the service and for 
the ornament of life. This frank and generous 
disposition in a people, will likewise never fail to ^ 
keep up in their minds an aversion to slavery, 
and be, as it were, a standing bulwark of theit* 
liberties. So long as ever wit and humour con- 
tinue, and the generality of us will have their 
own way of thinking, speaking, and acting, this 
nation is not like to give any quarter to an inva- 
der, and much less to bear with the absurdities 
of popery, in- eichaujge for an established and a 
reasonable faith. 



Jjo 145. THURSDAY, AUGUST 27, 171^. 



yura neget sibi, nata, nihil non arroget armit, 

HoR. Are Poet ver. 122. 

Scorning all judged and all law, but arms. 

Roscommon. 

Amokgst the several chaiUenges a})d letters which 
my paper of the twenty-fifth has brought upon 
the, there happens to be one, which i mow not 
well what to tnake of. I am doubtful whethef it 
ih the archness of some wag, 61* the serious re- 
sentment of a coxcomb ttet tents his indignation 
with an insipid pertness. In either of these two 
/Jffhjts I think it may <UY6rt my rei^^rS) for which 
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reason I shall make no scruple to comply with 
the gentleman's request, and make his letter 
public. 

< OLD TESTY, Tilt-yard Coffee-houac, 

f Your grey hairs for once shall be your pro- 
tection, and this billet a fair warning to you for 
your audacious raillery upon the dignity pf long 
swoi^s. Look to it for the future ; consider we 
Brother&of the Blade are men of a long reach: 
Think betime%, 

**■ How many perils do environ 

•* The man that meddles with cold iron." 

It has always been held dangerous to play with 
edge-tools. I grant you, we men of valour are 
but awkward jestei^s ; we know not how to repay 
the joke for joke ; but then we always make up 
in point what we wapt in wit. He that shall 
rashly attempt to regulate our hilts, or reduce 
our blades, had need to have a heart of oak, as 
well as " Sides of Iron." Thus much for the pre- 
bent. In the mean time Bilbo* is the word, re- 
mcmbei' that and tremble. Tho. Swagger.' 

This jocose manner of bullying an old man, so 
long as it aifoi^ds some entertainment to my 
finends, is what I shall not go about to discou- 
rage* However my witty antagonist must give 
me leave, since he attacks me in prpverbs, to ex^ 
change a thrust or two with him at the same 
weapons; and so let me tell Mr. Swagger, 
( There is no catching old birds with chaff;' and 
that ^ Brag is. a good dog, but Hold-fest is a bet* 
ter.' * Fore-warned, fore-armed.' Having dis- 

"^ * fiilbo, a Spahish 3word-Uad<ftfeom"tt^^^V'5i^^K^^ 
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patched this combatant,' and given him as good 
as he brings, I proceed to exhibit the case of a 
person who is the very reverse of the former : 
the which he lays before me in the following 
epistle : 

' WORTHY SIR, V 

* I AM the most unfortunate of men, if you dd 
not speedily interpose with your authority in be- 
half of a gentleman, who by his own example, has 
for these six months endeavoured,#t the peril of 
his life, to bring little swords into fashion, in 
hopes to prevail upon the gentry by that means 
(winning them over inch by inch) to appear with- 
out any sword^ at all. It, was my misfortune to 
call in at Tom's last night, a little fuddled, where 
I happened only to point towards an odd fellow 
\rith a monstrous sword, that made a ring round 
him, as he turned upon his heel to speak to one 
or other in the room. Upon' this peccadillo, the 
bloody-minded villain has sent me a challenge this 
morning. I tremble at the very thought ot it, 
and ani sick with the apprehension of seeing that 
weapon naked, which terrified me in the scab- 
bard. The unconscionable ruffian desires, in the 
most civil terms, he may have the honour of 
measuring swords with me. Alas ! sir, mine is 
not (hilt and all) above a foot and a half. I take 
the liberty of inclosing it to you in my wig-box, 
and sh^ll be eternally obliged to you, if upon 
sight of it, your compassion naay be so far mov- 
ed, as to occasion you to write a good word for 
me to my adversary, or to say any thing that may- 
shame him into reason, and save at once the life 
and reputaUon of. 

Sir, your most devoted sl^ve, 

Timothy Bodkin.' 
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GOOD MR. &ODKIN, 

The perusal of this paper will givfe you to un- 
derstand, that your letter, together with the little 
implement you sent me in the wig-box, ^ame 
safe to my hands. From the dimensions of it I 
perceive your courage lies in a narrow compass. 
Suppose you should send this bravo the fellow to 
it, aiid desire him to meet you in a closet, letting 
him know at the same time, that you fight all your 
duels under lock and key, for the sake of priva- 
cy. But if this proposal seemS a little too rash, 
I shall send my servant with youi* sword to the 
person offended, and givfe him ifnstructions to tell 
him you are a little purblind, and dare not for 
that reason trust to a longer weapon, and that an 
inch in his body will do your business as well as 
an ell. Or, if you would have me proceed yet 
more cautiously, my servant shall let him know, 
as from me, that he should meddle with his 
thatch ; and that alone, if he be a man of honour, 
will make him reflect ; if other\yise, (as I am vc- 
ty inclinable to doubt it) you need give yourself no 
farther unnecessary^ fears ; but rely upon \\it 
truth o£ my remarks upon the Terribles. I have 
bethought myself of one expedient more for you 
which seems to be the most likely to succeed. 
Send your own servant to wait upon the gentle- 
man.: let him carry with him your sword and a 
letter, in which you tell him, that admiring the 
magnificence and grandeur of his weapon at 
Tom's, you thought it great pity so gallant a 
a cavalier should not be completely armed ; for 
which reason you humbly request, that you may 
have the honour of presentuig him with a dagger. 

I am, Sir, 

Your faithful servant, 
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I received a letter last week from one of my 
female wards, who subscribes hei self Teraminta. 
She seeims to be u hidy of great delicacy, by the 
concern she shews for the loss of a small cover- 
ing, which the generality of the sex have laid 
aside. She is in pain, and full of those fears, 
which aire natural in a state of virginity, lest any, 
the smallest part of her linen, should be in the 
possession of a man. In compli^ce therefore 
with her request, and to gratify her modesty so 
far as lies in my power, I have given orders to 
my printer to make room for her advertisement 
in this day's paper. 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

' Aug'Tst 19. Whereas a modesty-piece was 
lost at the masquerade last Monday night, being 
the 17th instant, between the hours of twelve and 
one, the author pf this paper give§ notice, that if 
any person will put it into the hands of Mr. Dan- 
iel Button, to be returned to the owner, it shall 
by her be acknowledged as the last favour, and 
po questions asked. 

« N. B. It is of no use but to the owner.* 



I 
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N<> 146. FRIDAY, AUGUST 28, 1713. 



Primus honiinum leonem manu tractare ausus, et ostenderc 
mansuefactumy Hanno e clarissiinis Panorutntraditur, 

Plii*. 

Hanno, a noble Carthaginian, is reported to have been the 
first man \^ho ventured to hatidlc a lion, and bring hini 
up tame. 

The generality of my readers, I find, are so well 
pleased with the story of the lion, in my paper of 
the twentieth instant, and with my friend's de- 
sign of compiling a history of that noble species 
of animals ; that a great many ingenious persons 
have promised me their assistance to bring in 
materials for the work, from all the storehouses 
of ancient and modern learning, as well as from 
oral tradition. For a farther encouragement of 
the undertaking, a considerable number of virtu- 
osi have ofiered, when my collection shall swell 
into a reasonable bulk, to contribute f very hand- 
somely, by way of subsdription, towards the print- 
ing of Uiem in folio, on a large royal paper, curi- 
ously adorned with a variety of forests, deserts, 
rocks, and caves, and lions of all sorts and sizes 
upon copper-plates by the best hands. A* rich 
old bachelor of Lion's-inn Twtio is zealous for the 
honour of the place in which he was educated) 
sends me word I may depend upon a hundred 
pounds from him, towards the embellishing of 
the work ; assuring me, at the same time, that 
he will set his clerk to search the records, and 
inquire into the anUquities of that house^ th^t 
there may be no stone left xmXuxwb^XftTMSfcfc'^ss^ 
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book complete. Considering the volumes that 
have been written upon insects and reptiles, and 
the vast expense and pains some philosophers 
have been at to disco vei*, by the help of glasses, 
their almost imperceptible qualities and perfec- 
tions ; it will not, I hope, be thought unreasona- 
ble, if the lion (whose majestic form lies opei^ to 
the naked eye) should take up a first-rate folio. 

A worthy merchant, and a friend of mine, sends 
me the following letter, to be inserted in my 
commentaries upon lions. 

'SIB, ^ 

( Since one of your correspondehts has of late 
entertained the public with a very remarkable 
and ancient piece of histoiy, in honour of the 
grandees of the forest ; and sin^e it is probable 
you may in time collect a great many curious 
records and amazing circumstances, which may 
contribute to make these animals respected over 
the iaqe of the whole earth ; I am not a little am* 
biUpus to have the glory of contributing some- 
what to so generous an undertaking. If you 
throw your ^ork into the form of chronicle, I am 
in hopes I may furnish out a page in it tmvards 
the latter end of the volume, by a narration of a 
modem dftte, which I had in the' year 1700, from 
the gentleman to whom it happened. 

' About sixty years ago, when the plague raged 
at Naples, sir George Dfavis (consul there for the 
£)ngUsh nation) retired to Florence. It happen- 
ed one day lie went out of curiosity to see the 
great duke's Uons. At the'fiEirtker end, in one of 
the dens, lay a lion, whiqh the keepers in three 
years time could not tame, with all the art and 
geptle usa^ imaginable. Sir George.no sooner 
^j^ptared ftt the grates of the den, hut ike hsa 
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ran to him with all the marks of joy and trans- 
port he was capable of expressing. He reared 
himself up and licked his hand, which this gen* 
tleman put in through the grates. The keeper 
affrighted, took him by the arm and pulled him 
away, begging him not to hazard his life by going 
so hear the fiercest creature of that kind that ever 
entered those dens. However, pothing would 
satisfy sir George, notwithstanding all that could 
be said to dissuade him, but he must go into the 
den to him. The very instant he entered, the 
lion threw his paws upon his shoulders, and lick- 
ed his face, and ran to and fro in the den, fawn- 
ing, and full of joy, like a dog at the sight of his 
master. After several embraces and salutations 
exchanged on both sides, they parted veiy good 
friends. The rumour of this interview between 
the lion and the stranger rung imn^ediately 
through the whole city, and sir George was very 
near passing for a •saint among the people. The 
great duke, when he heard of it, sent for sir 
George, who waited upon his highness to the 
den, &d to satisfy his curiosity, gave him thp fol- 
lowing account of what seemed so sti^ange to the 
duke and his followers. 

< A captain of a ship from Barbary gave me 
this lion when he was a young whelp. Ibrcuight 
him up tame ; but when I thought him too large 
to be suffered to run about the house, I built a 
den for him in my court-yard ; from that time he 
was never permitted to go loose, except when I 
brought him within doors tp shew hun to my 
friends. When he was^ five years old, in his 
p^ailaesome tricks, he did some mischief by paw- 
ing and playing with people. Having griped a 
man one day a Utde too hard, I ordered him to 

YOU III. H 
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be shot, for fear of incurring the guilt of what 
might happen ; upon this a friend, who was then 
at dinner with me, begged him : how he came 
here I know not. 

* Here sir George Davis ended, and thereupon 
the' duke of Tuscany assured him, that he had 
the lion from that very friend pf his. 

I am, Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 

and constant reader, Sec' 



N«> nr. SATURDAY, AUGUST 29, 1713. 



Bonum eit,fugienda cupicere alieno in malo. Fubl. Syr. 

It is a g^ood thing to learn caution by the misfortunes 
of others. 

Having in my paper of the 2 1st of July,* shewed 
my dislike of the ridiculous custom of garnishing 
a new-married couple, and setting a gloss upon 
their persons which is to last no longer than the 
lioney-moon; I think it may be much for the 
emolument of my disciples of both sexes, to make 
tliem sensible in the next place, of the folly of 
launching out into extravagant expenses, and a 
more magnificent way of living immediately upon 
martiage. If the bride and bridegroom happen 
to be persons of any rank, they come into all 
public places, and go upon all visits with so gay 
an equipage, and so glittering an appearance, as 
if they were making so many public entries. But 

;See.NQ.U3v 



No. 14r. GUARDIAN. 127 

to judicious minds, and to men of experience in 
this life, the gilt chariot, the coach and six, the 
gaudy liveries, the supernumerary train of ser- 
\vants, the great hous^, the sumptuous table, the 
services of plate, the embrpidered clothes, the 
rich brocades, and the profusion of jewels, that 
upon this occasion break out at once, are so many 
symptoms of madness in the happy pair, and prog- 
nostications of their future misery. 

I remember a country neighbour of my lady 
Lizard's, squire Wiseacre by name, who enjoyed 
a very clear estate of 5001. per annum, and by 
living frugally upon it vtras beforehand in the 
world. This gentleman unfortunately fell in love 
with Mrs. Fanny Flippant, the then reigning 
toast in those parts. In a word, .be married her, 
and to give a lasting proof of his affection, con- 
sented to make both her and himself miserable 
by setting out in the high mode of wedlock. He, 
in less than the space of five years, was reduced 
to starve in prison for debt ; and his lady, "with a 
son and three daughters, became a burden to the 
parish. The conduct of Frank Foresight was the 
very reverse to squire Wiseacre's. He had lived 
a bachelor some years about this town, in the best 
of companies ; kept a chariot and four footmen, 
besides six saddle horses ; he did hot exceed, but 
went to the utmost stretch of his income ; but 
when he married the beautiful Clarinda (who 
brought him a plentiful fortune) he dismissed two 
of his footmen, four of the saddle horses, and his 
chariot ; and kept only a chair for the us6 of 
his lady. Embroidered clothes and laced linen 
were quite laid aside ; he was married in a plain 
drugget, and fix)m that time forward, in all the 
accommodations of life, never coveted any thing 
beyond cleanliness and cou\^v\\ft\ic,>j . ^V^w^x^V 
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of his acquaintance asked him the reason of this 
sudden cfiange, he would answer, ' In single life 
I could easily confipute my wants, and provide 
against them ; but the condition of life I am now 
engaged in, is attended with a thousand casual- 
ties, as well as a great many distant, but unavoid- 
able expenses. The happiness or misery, in this 
world, of a future progeny, win probably depend 
upon my good or ill husbandry. I shall never 
think I have discharged my duty iiiitil I have laid 
uji a provision for three or four children at least.' 
* But, pr'ythee, Frank,' says a pert coxcomb that 
Stood by, ' why shouldst thou reckon thy chick- 
ens before -— ' upon which he cut him short, 

and replied, ^ It is no matter ; a brave maa can 
never wapt heirs, while there is one man of worth 
living.' This precautious way of reasoning and 
acting has proved to Mr. Foresight and his lady 
an uninterrupted source of felicity. Wedlock sits 
light and easy upon them ; and they are at pres- 
ent happy in two sons and a daughter, who a 
great many year^ hence will feel the good effects 
of their parents' prudence. 

My memory fails me in recollecting where I 
have read, that in some parts of Holland it is pro- 
vided by law, that every man, before he marries, 
shall be obliged to plant a certain number of 
trees, proportionable to his circumstances, as a 
pledge Xo the government for the maintenance of 
his children. Every honest as well as every pru- 
dent man should do something equivalent to this, 
by retrenching all superfluous and idle expenses, 
instead of following the extravagant practice of 
persons, who sacrifice every thing to their present 
vanity, and never are a day beforehand in thought. 
I know nqt what delight splendid nuptials may 
^ord to the generality of* the great v,orld : I 
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could never be present at any of them without a 
heavy heart. It is with pain I refrain from tears, 
when I see the bride thoughtlessly jigging it 
«bout the rooiii, dishonoured with jewels, and 
dazzling the eyes of the whole assembly at the 
expense of h^r children's future subsistence. How 
singular, in the age we live in, is the moderate 
behaviour of young Sophia, and how amiable does 
she appear in the eyes of wise men ! Her lover, 
a little before marriage, acquainted her, that he 
intended to lay out a thousand pounds for a pres- 
ent in jewels ; but before he did it, desired to 
know what sort would be most acceptable to her. 
« Sir,' replied Sophia, ' I thank you for your kind 
and generous intentions, and only beg they may 
be executed in another manner : be pleased only 
to give me the money, and I will try to lay it out 
to a better advantage. I am not,' continues she, 
< at all fond of those expensive trifles ; neither 
do I think the wearing of diamonds can be any 
addition, nor the absence,<»f them any diminution, 
to my happiness. I should be ashamed to appear 
in public for a few days in a dress which does 
not become me at all times. Besides, I see by 
that modest plain garb of yours, that you are not 
yourself affected with the gaiety of apparel. 
When I am your wife, my only care will be to 
keep my person clean and neat for you, and not 
to make it fine for others.' The gentleman, 
transported with this excellent tuni of mind in 
his mistress, presented her with the money in 
new gold. She purchased an annuity with it ; 
out of the income of which, at every revolution of 
her wedding-day, she makes her husband some 
pretty present, as a token of her gratitude, and a 
tresh pledge of her love ; part of it she f early 

M 2 
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distributes among her indigent and best deserving 
neighbours ; and the small remainder she lays 
out in Something useful for herself> or the chil- 
dren. 



NO 148. MONDAY, AUGUST SI, 171S. 



■ Fas est et ab hoste doceri. 

Ovid. Met. iv. 428. 

'Tis good to learn even from an enemy. 

There is a kind of apothegm, which I have fre- 
quently met with in my reading, to this purpose : 
« That there are few, if any books, out of which a 
man of learning may not extract something for 
his use.' I have often experienced the truth of 
this maxim, when calling in at my bookseller's, 
I have taken the book next to my hand off th^ 
counter, to employ the minutes I have been 
obliged to linger away there, in waiting for one 
friend or other. Yesterday when I came there, 
the Turkish Tales happened to lie in my way j 
upon opening that amusing author, I happened 
to dip upon a short tale, which gave me a great 
many serious reflections. The very same fable 
may fall into the hands of a great man^ men of 
wit and pleasure, who it is. probable, will read it 
with their usual levity ; but since it may as proba- 
bly divert and instruct a great many persons of 
t>lain and virtuous minds, I shall make no scru- 
ple of making it the entertainment of this day's 
paper. The moral to be drawn from it is entirely 
Ciinstian^ and is so very obvious, that I shall leavie 



No. 148. GUARDIAN. 131 

to every reader the pleasure of picking it ou tfor 
himself. I shall only premise, to obviate any of- 
fence that may be taken, that a great many no- 
tions in the Mahometan religion are borrowed 
from the holy scriptures. 

The Hiatory of Sdhton BarsUa. 

There was formerly a santon whose name was 
Barsisa, which for the space of an hundred years, 
very fervently applied himsielf to prayers ; and 
scarce ever went out of the grotto in which he 
made his residence, for fear of exposing himself 
to the danger of offending God. He fasted in 
the day-time, and watched in the night. All the 
inhabitants of tlie country had such a great ven* 
eration for him, and so highly valued his prayers, 
that they commonly applied to him, when they 
had any favour to beg of Heaven. When he 
made vows for the health of a sick person, the 
patient was immediately cured. 

It happened that the daughter of the king of 
that country fell into a dangerous distemper, the 
cause of which the physicians could not discover, 
yet they continued ^jrescribing remedies by guess ; 
but instead of helping the princess, they only^ 
augmented her disease. In the mean ume the 
king was inconsolable, for he passionately loved 
his daughter ; wherefore, one day, finding all 
human assistance vain, he declared it as his opin* 
ion that the princess ought to be sent to the san- 
ton Barsisa. 

All the beys applauded his sentiment, and the 
king's officers conducted her to the santon ; who, . 
notwithstanding his frozen age, could not see 
such a beauty without being sensibly moved. He 
gazed on her with pleasure ; and the devil taking 
this opportunity, whispered ia \£l% t»s^ ^^gsss^x ^ v^ 
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santon I don't let slip such a fortunate minute : 
tell the king's servants that it is requisite for the 
princess to pass this night in the grotto, to see 
whether it will please God to cure her ; that you 
will put up a prayer for her, and that they need 
only comp to fetch her to-morrow.' 

How weak is man ! the santon followed the 
devil's advice, and did what he suggested to him. 
But the officers, before they would yield to leave 
the princess, sent one of their number to know 
the king's pleasure. That monarch, who had an 
entire confidence- in Barsisa, never in the least 
scVupled the trusting of his daughter with him* 
< I consent,' said he, * that she stay with that holy 
man, and that he keep her as long as he pleases ; 
I am wholly satisfied on that head.' 

When the officers had received the king's an- 
swer, thev all retired, and the princess remained 
alone witn the hermit. Night being come, the 
devil presented himself to the santon, saying, 
* Canst thou let slip so favourable an opportunity 
^ith so charming a creature ? Fear not her telling 
of the violence you offer her ; if she were even 
s6 indiscreet as to reveal it, who wilj believe her ? 
The court, the city, and all the world, are too 
much prepossessed in your favour, to ^ive any 
credit to such a report. You may do any thing 
unpunished, when armed by the great reputation 
for wisdom which you have acquired.' The un- 
fortunate Barsisa was 90 weak as to hearken to 
the enemy of mankind. He approached the prin- 
cess, took her into his arms, and in a moment 
cancelled a virtue of an hundred years duration. 

He had no sooner perpetrated his crime, than 
a thousand avenging horrors haunted him night 
and day. He thus accosts the devil : * O wretch^* 
uays he, « it i^ thou which hast destroyed me I 
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Thou hast encompassed me for a whole age, and 
endeavoured to seduce me ; and now at last thou 
hast gained thy end.' ' Oh santon !* answered the 
devil, 'do not reproach me with the pleasure 
thou hast enjoyed. Thou mayst repent ; but 
what is unhappy for thee is, that the princess is 
impregnated, and thy sin will become public. 
Thou wilt become the laughing-stock of those 
who admire and reverence thee at present, and 
the king will put tkee to an ignominious death.' 

Bafcjisa, terrified by this discourse, says to the 
devil, 'What shall Ido to prevent the publica- 
tion of my shame ?' < To hinder the knowledge 
of your crime, you oug^t to commit a fresh one,' 
answered the devil. ' Kill the princess, bury her 
at the corner of the grotto, and when the king's 
messengers come to-morrow, tell them you have ' 
cured her, \ and that she went from the grotto very 
early in the morning. They will believe you, 
and search for her all over the city and country ; 
and the king her father will be in great pain for 
her, but after several vain searches it will wearofF.* 

The hermit, abandoned by God, pursuant to 
this advice, killed the princess, buried her in a 
comer of the grotto, and the next day told the 
officers what the devil bid him say. They made 
diligent inquiry for the king's daughter, but not 
being able to hear of her, they despaired of find- 
ing her, when the devil told them thstt all their 
search for the princess was vain ; and relating 
what had passed betwixt her and the santon, he 
told them the place where she was interred. 
The officers immediately went to the grotto, seiz- 
ed Barsisa, and found the princess's body in the 
place to which the devil had directed them ; 
whereupon they took up the corpse^ and carried 
that and the santon to th.e piY^c^. 
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When the king saw his daughter dead, and 
was informed of the whole event, he broke out 
into tears and bitter lamentations ; and assembling 
the doctors, he laid the santon's crime before 
them, and asked their advice ho\7 he should be 
punished. All the doctors condemned him to 
death, upon which the king orderd him to be 
hanged. Accordingly, a gibbet was erected : the 
hermit went up the ladder, and when he was go- 
ing to be turned off: the devil whispered in his 
ear these words : * O santon ! if you will wQrship 
me, I will extricate you out of this difficulty, and 
transport you two thousand leagues from hence, 
into a country where you shall be reverenced by 
men as much as you were before this adventure.* 
* I am content,* says Barsisa ; ' deliver me, and I 
will worship thee.' ' Give me first a sign of ad- 
oration,' replies the devil. Whereupon the san- 
toh bowed, and said, ' I give myself to you.' The 
devil then raising his voice, said, ' O Barsisa, I 
am satisfied; I have obtained what I desired ;' 
and with these words, spitting in his face, he dis- 
appeared ; and the deluded santon was hanged. 



N<» 149. TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1713. 



Uratur vestU amort tu^e. Ovid. 



Your very dress shall captivate his heart. 

I HAVE in a former precaution endeavoured to 
shew the mechanism of an epic poem, and given 
the reader prescriptions whereby he may, with- 
out the scarce ingredient ' of a genius, compose 
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the several parts of that great work. I shall now 
treat of an affair of more general importance^ 
and make dress the subject of the following paper. 

Dress is grown of universal use in the conduct 
of life. Civilities and respect are only paid to 
appearance. It is a varnish that gives a lustre 
to every action^ a ftaaae-fiar-tout tlmt introduces 
us into all polite assemblies, and the only certain 
method of making most of the youth of our na- 
tion conspicuous. 

There was formeriy an absurd notion among 
the men of letters, that to establish themselves 
in the character of wits, it was alisolutely necessa- 
ry to shew a contempt of dress. This injudicious 
afifedtation of theirs flattened all their conversa- 
tion, took off the force of every expression, smd 
incapacitated a temale audience from giving at- 
tention to any thing they said. While the maa 
of dress catches their eyes as well as ears, and at^ 
every ludicrous turn obtains a laugh of applause 
by way of complin^ent. 

I shall lay down as an established maxim, 
which hath been received in all ages, that no per- 
son can dress without a genius. 

A genius is never to be acquired by art, but is 
the gift of pature ; it may be discovered even in 
infancy. Little master will smile when you shake 
his plume of feathei*s before him, and thrust its 
little knuckles in papa's full-bottom ; miss will 
toy with her mother's Mechlin lace, and gaze on 
the gaudy colours of a fan; she smacks her lips 
for a kiss at the appearance of a gentleman in 
embroidery^ and is frighted at the indecency of 
the house-maid's blue apron: as she grows upi 
the dress of her baby begins to be her care, and 
you will see a genteel fancy open itself in the or** 
naments of the little machine. 
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We have a kind of sketch of dress, if I may so 
call it, among us, which as the invention was 
foreign, is called a dishabille : every thing is 
thrown on with a loose and careless air ; yet a 
genius discovers itself even through this negli- 
gence of dress, just as you may see the masterly 
hand of a painter in three or four swift strokes 
of the pencil.. !** 

The most fruitful in geniuses is the French na- 
tion ; we owe most of our janty fashions now in 
vogue, to some adept beau among them. Their 
ladies exert the whole scope of tlieir fancies up- 
on every new petticoat ; every head-dress under- 
goes a change ; and not a lady of genius will ap- 
pear in the same shape two days together. ; so 
that we may impute the scarcity of geniuses in 
our climate to the stagnation of fashions. 

The ladies among us have a superior genius 
to the men ; which have for some years past shot 
out in several exorbitant inventions, for the great- 
er consumption of our manufacture. While the 
men have contented themselves with the re- 
trenchment of the hat, or the various scallop of 
the pocket, the ladies have sunk the head-dress, 
inclosed themselves in the circumference^ of the 
hoop-petticoat ; furbelows and flounces have been 
disposed of at will, the stays have been lowered 
behind, for the better displaying the beauties of 
the neck ; not to mention the various rolling of 
the sleeve, and those other nice circumstances of 
dress upon which every lady employs her fancy 
at pleasure. 

The sciences of poetry and dress have so near 
an alliance to eacK other, that the rules of the 
one, with very little yariatioQ} may serve for th^ 
other. 
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As in a poem all the several parts. of it must 
have a harmony with the vrhole ; so to keep to 
the propriety of dress, the coat, waistcoat, an4 
breeches must be of the same piece. 

As Aristotle obliges all dramatic Writers to a ' 
strict observance of time, place, and action, in 
order to compose a just work of this kind of po- 
etry ; so it is absolutely necessary for a person 
that applies himself to the study of dress, to have 
a strict regard to these three particulars. 

To begin with the time. What is more absurd 
than the velvet gown in summer ? and what is 
more agreeable in the winter ? The muff and fur 
are preposterous in June, which are charmingly 
supplied by the Turkey handkerchief and fan. 
Every thing must be suitable to the season, and 
there can be no propriety in dress without a strict 
regard to time. 

You must have no less respect to place. What 
gives a lady a more easy air thap the wrapping 
gown in the moniing at the tea-table ? The Bath 
countenantes the men of dress in shewing them'* 
selves at the pump in their Indian night-gowns^ 
without the least indecorum. 
, Action is what gives the spirit both to writing 
and dress. Nothing appears graceful without ac- 
tion ; the head, the arms, the legs, must all con- 
spire to give a habit a genteel air. What distin- 
guishes the air of the court from that of the coun- 
try but action ? A lady, by the careless toss of 
her head, will shew a set of r bbons to advantage ; 
by a pinch of snuff judiciously taken will display 
the glittering ornament of her little finger ; by 
the new modelling her tucker, at one view present 
you with a fine turned hand, and a rising bosom. 
In order to be a proficient in action) I camiol tuf* 
vol,, m* » 
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ficiently repommend the science of dancing : this 
will give the feet an easy gait, and the arms a 
gracefulness of motion. If a person have not a 
strict regard to these three above-mentioned rules 
of antiquity, the richest dress will appear stiff 
and affected, and t^e most gay habit fantastical 
and tawdry. 

As different sorts of poetry require a different 
Style : the elegy, tender and mournful ; the ode, 
gay and sprightly ; the epic, sublime, &c. so must 
the widow confess her grief in the veil ; the 
bride frequently makes her joy and exultation 
conspicuous in the silver brocade ; and the plume 
and the scarlet dye is requisite to give the soldier 
a martial air. There is another kind of occasion*- 
al dress in use among the ladies; I mean the 
riding-habit, which some have not injudiciously 
styled the hermaphroditical, by reason of its mas- 
culine and feminine composition; but I shall 
rather choose to call it the Pindaric, as its first 
institution was at a Newmarket horse-race, and 
as it is a mixture of the sublinirty of the epic with 
the easy softness of the ode. 

There sometimes arises a great genius in dressj 
who cannot content himself with merely copying 
from others, but will, as he sees occasion, strike 
out into the long pocket, slashed sleeve, or some- 
thing particular in the disposition o. his lace, or 
the flourish of his embroidery. Such a person) 
like the masters of other sciences, will shew that 
he hath a manner of his own. 

On the contrary, there are Some pretenders to 
dress, who shine out but by halves ; whether it 
be for want of genius or money. A dancing- 
master of the lowest rank seldom fails of thp 
scarlet stocking and the red heel ; and shews a 
particular respect to the leg and foot> to which he 
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owes his subsistence; when at the same time 
perhaps all the superior ornament of his body is 
neglected. We may say of these sort of dressers 
what Horace says of his patch-work poets : 

* Purpureus late qtti tplendeat unus et alter , 

Asauitur pannus ' Ars Poet. ver. 15. 



- A few florid lines 



Shine throug-h th' insipid dulness of the rest.' 

Roscommon, 

Others who lay the stress of beauty in their face, 
exert all their extravagance in tlie periwig, which 
is a kind of index of the mind ; the full-bottom 
formally combed all before, denotes the lawyer 
and the politician ; the smart tie-wig with the 
black ribbon shews a man of fierceness of tem- 
per ; and he that burthens himself with a super- 
fluity of white hair which flows down the back) 
and mantles in waving curls over the shoulders, 
is generally observed to be less curious in the 
furniture of the inward recesses of the scull, and 
lays himself open to the application of that cen- 
sure which Milton applies to the fair sex, 



of outward form 



Elaborate, of inward, less exact.' 

A lady of genius will give a genteel air to her 
whole dress by a well-fancied suit of knots, as a 
judicious writer gives a spirit to a whole sen- 
tence by a single expression. As words grow old, 
and new ones enrich the language, so there is a 
constant succession of dress ; the fringe succeeds 
the lace, the stays shorten pr extend the waist, 
the ribbon undergoes divers variations, the head- 
dress receives frequent rises and falls every year ; 
and in shorty the whole woman throughout^ as 



/^^ 
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curious observers of dress have remarked, is 
changed from top to toe, in the period of five 
years. A poet will now and then, to serve his 
purpose, coin a word, so will a lady of genius 
venture at an innovation in the fashion ; but as 
Horace advises, that all new-minted words should 
have a Greek derivation to give them an indis- 
putable authority, so I would counsel all our im- 
provers of fashion always to take the hint from 
France, which may as properly be called ' the 
fountain of dress, as Greece was of literature. 

Dress may bear a parallel to poetry with res- 
pect to moving the passions The greatest motive 
to love, as daily experience shews us, is dress. I 
have known a lady at sight fly, to a red feather, 
and readily give her hand to a fringed pair of 
gloves. At another time I have seen the awk- 
ward appearance of her rural humble servant 
move her indignation ; she is jealous every time 
her rival hath a new suit ; and in a rage when 
her woman pins her mantua to disadvantage. 
Unhappy, unguarded woman ! alas ! what moving 
rhetoric has she often found in the seducing full- 
bottom ! who can teil the resistless eloquence of 
the embroidered coat, the gold snuff-box, and the 
amber-headed cane ? 

I shall conclude these criticisms with some 
general remarks upon the milliner, the mantua- 
maker, and the lady's woman, these being the 
three chief on which all the circumstances of 
dress depend. 

The milliner must be thoroughly versed in 
physiognomy ; in the choice of ribbons she must 
have a particular regard to the complexion, and 
must ever be mindful to cut the head-dress to 
the dimensions of the face. Vhen she meets 
l^ith a countenance of large diameter, she must 
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draw the dress forward to the face, and let the 
lace encroach a little upon the cheek, which casts 
an agreeable shade, and takes off from its f mas- 
culine figure ; the little oval face requires the 
diminutive commode, just on the tip of the crown 
of the head : she must have a regard to the sev- 
eral ages of women ; the headjdress must give 
the mother a more sedate mien than the virgin ; 
and age must not be made ridiculous with the 
flaunting airs of youth. There is a beauty that 
is peculiar to the several stages of life, and as 
mtich propriety must be observed in the dress of 
the old, as the young. 

The mantua-maker must be an expert anato* 
mist ; and must, if judiciously chosen, have ft 
name of French termination ; she must know how 
to hide all the defects in the proportions of the 
body, and must be able to mould the shape by 
the stays, so as to preserve the intestines, that 
while she corrects the body, she may not inter- 
fere with the pleasures of the palate. 

The lady's woman must have all the qualities 
of a critic in poetry ; as her dress, like the crit- 
ic's learning, is at second-hand, she must, like him 
have a ready talent at censure, and her tongue 
must be deeply versed in detraction ; she must 
be sure to asperse the characters of the ladies of 
most eminent virtue and beauty, to indulge her 
lady's spleen ; and as it hath been remarked, that 
critics are the most fawning sycophants to their 
patrons, so must our female critic be a thorough 
proficient in flattery : she must add sprightliness 
to hex lady's air, by encouraging her vanity ; 
give gracefulness to her step, by cherishing her 
pride ; and make her shew a haughty contempt 
of her admire >b, by enumerating her imaginary 

N 2 



142 GUARDIAN. No. 150. 

conquests. As a critic ii^ust stock his fnemory 
Mrith the names of ail the authors of note^ she 
must be no less ready in the recital .of all the 
beaus and pretty fellows in vogue ; like the male 
critic, she asserts, that the^ theory of any science 
is above the practice, and that it is not necessary 
to be able to set her own person off to advantage, 
in order to be a judge of the dress of others ; 
and besides all those qualifications, she must be 
endued with the gift of secrecy, a talent very 
rarely to be met with in her profession. 

By what I have said, I believe my reader will 
be convinced, that notwithstanding the many pre- 
tenders, the perfection of dress cannot be attain- 
ed without a genius ; and shall venture boldly to 
afiirm, that in all arts and sciences whatever, 
epic poetry excepted, (of which I formerly shew- 
ed the knack or mechanism) a genius is abso- 
lutely necessary. 



N*» 150. WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 2, 1713. 



'^Meacio qua dulcedine lati^ 

JProgeniem nidosquefovent-^ Virg. Georg. iv. SS. 



with secret joy, 



Their young succession all their cares employ. 

Drydbn. 

I WENT the Other day te visit Eliza, who in the 
perfect bloom of beauty, is the mother of several 
children. She had a Uttle prating girl upon her 
lap, who was begging to be very fine, that she 
light go abroad ; and the indulgent mother, )2it 
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her little daughter's request, had taken the^ knots 
off her own head» to adorn the hair of the pretty 
trifler. A smili. g boy was at the same time ca- 
ressing a lap-dog, which is their mother's favour- 
ite, because it pleases the children ; and she> with 
a delight in her looks, which heightened her 
beauty, so divided her conversation with the two 
pretty prattlers, as to make them both equally 
cheerful. 

As I came, she said with a blush, ^ Mr. Iron- 
side, though you are an old bachelor, you must 
not laugh at my tenderness to my children.' I 
need not tell my reader, what civil things I said 
in answer to the lady, whose matron-like behav- 
iour gave me infinite satisfaction : since I myself 
take great pleasure in playing with children, and 
am seldom unprovided with plums or marbles, to 
make my court to such entertaining companions. 

Whence is it, said I to myself when I was alone, 
that the affection of parents is so ?ntense to their 
offspring? Is it because they generally find such 
resemblances in what they have produced, as 
that thereby they think themselves renewed in 
their children, and are willing to transmit them- 
selves to future time ? Or is it, because they 
think themselves obliged, by the dictates of hu- 
manity, to nourish and rear what is placed so 
immediately under their protection ; and what by 
their means is brought into this world, the scene 
of misery, of necessity? These will not come up 
to it. Is it not rather the good providence of 
that Being, who in a supereminent degree pro- 
tects and cherishes the whole race of mankind, 
his sons and creatures ? How shall we, any other 
"Way, account for this natural affection, so signally 
displayed throughout every species of the aniu^vd 
creation} without which the covw^^ ^1 \\s6Xmx^ 
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would quickly fail, and every various kind be ex- 
tinct ? Instances of tenderness in the most sav- 
age brutes are so frequent, that quotations of that 
kind are altogether unnecessary. 

If we, who have no particular concern in them, 
take a secret delight in observing the gentle dawn 
of reason in babes ; if our ears are soothed with 
their half-forming and aiming at articulate sounds ; 
if we are charmed with their pretty mimickry, and 
surprised at the unexpected starts of wit and cun- 
ning in these miniatures of man : what transport 
may we imagine in the breasts of those, into 
whom natural instinct hath poured tenderness 
and fondness for them ! how amiable is such a 
weakness in human nature 1 or rather, how great 
a weakness is it, to give humanity so reproach- 
ful a name ! The bare consideration of paternal 
aiTection should methihks create a more grateful 
tenderness in children towards their parents, than 
we gener Ily see ; and the silent whispers of na- 
ture be attended to, though the laws of God ami 
jnan did not call aloud. 

These silent whispers of nature have had a mar- 
vellous power, even when their cause hath been 
unknown. There are several examples in story 
of tender friendships formed betwixt men who 
knew not of their near relation. ^Such accounts 
confirm me in an opinion I have long entertained, 
that there is a sympathy betwixt souls, which 
cannot' be explained by the prejudice of educa- 
tion, the sense of duty, or any other human mouve. 

The memoirs of a certain French nobleman, 
which now lie before me, furnish me with a very 
entertaining instance of this secret attraction im- 
planted by Providence in the human soul. It 
will be necessary to inform the reader, that the 
person whose •story T am ^oing to relate, was otic 
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whoi^e roving a^id romantic temper, joined to a 
disposition singularly amorous, had led him 
through a vast variety of gallantries and amours; 
He had, in his youth, attended a princess of 
France into Poland, M^here he had been enter- 
tained by the king her husband, and married the 
daughter of a grandee. Upon her death he re* 
turned into his native country ; where his in- 
trigues and other misfortunes having consumed 
his paternal estate, he now went to take care of 
the fortune his deceased wife Jiad left him in Po- 
land. In his journey he was robbed betbre he 
reached W^arsaw, and lay ill of a fever, when he 
met with the following adventure; which shall 
)^ related in his own words. 

^ I had been in this condition for four days, 
when the countess of Venoski passed that way. 
She was informed that a stranger of goodfashion 
lay sick) and her charity led her to see me. I 
retpembered her, for I, had often seen her with 
my wife, to whom she was nearly related ; but 
when I found she knew me not, I thought fit to 
conceal my name. I told her I was a Ger» 
man ; that I had been robbed ; and that if she 
had the charity %o send me to Warsaw, the queen 
would acknowledge it ; I having the honour to 
be known to her majesty. The countess had 
the goodness to take compassion of me ; and or- 
dering me to be put into a litter, carried met to 
Warsaw, where I was lodged in her house until 
my health should allow me to wait on the queen. 

« My fever increased after my journey wafi 
over, and I was confined to my bed for fifteen 
days. When the countess first saw me, she had a 
younfr lady with her about eighteen years of age, 
who was much taller and better shaped than the 
Polish >vomeo generally are. S\\e >N'i»& N«r|.\w^ 
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her skin exceeding fine, and her, hair and shape 
inexpressibly beautiful. I was not so sick as to 
overlook this young beauty ; and I felt in my 
heart such emotions at the first view, as made 
me fear that all my misfortunes had not armed 
me sufficiently against the charms of the fair sex. 
The amiable creature seenhed afHicted at my 
sickness ; and she appeared to have so much 
concern and care for me, as raised in me a great 
inclination and tendemess.fdrher. She came every 
day into my chamber to inquire after my health ; 
I asked who she was, and I was answered, that 
she was niece to the countess of Venoski. 

< I verily believe that the constant sight, of this 
charming maid, and the pleasxire t received froql 
her careful attendance, contributed more to my 
recovery than all the medicines the physicians 
gave me. In short, my fever left me, and I had 
the satisfaction to see the lovely creature over- 
joyed at my recovery. She came to see me of- 
tener as I grew better ,; and I already felt a 
stronger and more tender affection for her than I 
ever bore to any woman in my life ; when 1 be- 
gan to perceive that her constant care of me was 
only a blind, to give her an opportunity of seeing 
a young Pole, whom I took to be her lover. He 
seemed to be much about her age, of a brown 
complexion, very tall, but finely shaped. Every 
time she came to see me the young gentleman 
came to find her out ; and they usually retired to 
a corner of the chamber, where they seemed to 
converse with great earnestness. The aspect of the 
youth pleased me wonderfully ; and if I had not 
suspected that he was my rival, I should have 
taken delight in his person and friendship. 

'They both of them often asked me if I were 
'"1 reaJitv a German ; which when I continued tp 
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.affirm, they seemed very much troubled. One 
day, 1 took notice that the young lady and gentle- 
man, {laving retired to' a window, were very intent 
upon a picture ; and that every now and then they 
cast their eyes upon me, as if they had found 
some resemblance betwixt that and my features. 
I could not forbear to ask the meaning of it ; up- 
on which the lady answered, that if I had been a 
Frenchman, she should have ihiagined that I was 
the person for whom the picture was drawn, be- 
cause it «o exactly resembled me. I desired to 
see it ; biit how great was my surprise ! when I 
found it to be the very painting which I had sent 
to the queen five years before, and which she 
commanded rae to get drawn to be given to my 
children. After I had viewed the piece, I cast 
Hiy eyes upon the young lady, and then upon the 
gentleman I had thought to be her lover. My 
heart beat, and I felt a secret emotion which fill- 
ed me with wonder. I thought I traced in the 
two young persons some of my own features, and 
at that momrent I said to myself, ^^ Are not these 
my children ?" The tears came into my eyes, and 
I was about to run and embrace them ; but con- 
straining myself with pain, I asked whose picture 
it was ? The maid, perceiving that I could not 
speak without tea^s, fell a weeping. Her tears 
absolutely confirmed m^ in my opinion, and fall- 
ing upon her neck, ^' Ah, my dear child^^ said I^ 
" yes, I am your father." I could say no more. 
The youth seized my hands at the same time and 
kissing, bathed them with his tears. Throughout 
my life, I never felt a joy equal to this; and it 
must be owned, that nature inspires more lively 
emotions and pleasing tenderness than the psrs^ 
wns can possibly excite.' 
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Accipiat sane mereedem tanguinis, et sic 
I'aUeat, ut nudis pressit qui calcibus anguem. 

Juv. Sat i 42. 

A dear-bought barguin, all things duly weighed, 
For which their thrice concocted blood is paid ; 
With looks as wan, as he who, in thd brake, 
At unawares has trod upon a snake. Dryden. 

TO THE GUARDIAN. 
'OLD NESTOR9 \ 

< I BELIEVE you distance me not so much in years 
as in wisdom, and therefore since you have gaiii"* 
ed so deserved a reputation, I beg your assistance 
in correcting the manners of an untoward lad, 
who perhaps - may listen to your admonitions, 
sooner than to all the severe checks, and grave 
reproofs of a father. Without any' longer pre- 
amble, you must know, sir, that about t^o years 
ago. Jack, my eldest son and heir, was sent up to 
London, to be admitted of the Temple, not so 
much with a view of his studying the law, as a 
desire to improve his breeding. This was done 
out of complaisance to a cousin of his, an idry 
lady, who was continuaUy teasing me^ that %he 
boy would shoot up into a mere country fooohy, 
if he did not see a little of the world. She her- 
self was bred chiefly in town, and since she was 
married into the country, neither looks, nor talks, 
nor dresses like any of her neighbours, and is 
grown the admiration of every one but her hus- 
band. The latter end of last month some im« 
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portant business called me up to town, and the 
first thing I did, the next morning about ten, was 
to pay a visit to my son at his chambei's ; but as 
I begati to knock at the door, J was interrupted 
by the bed-maker in the staircatse, who told me 
her master seldom rose till about twelve, and 
albout one I might be sure to find him drinking 
tea. I bid her somewhat hastily hold her prating, 
and open the door, which accordingly she did. 
The first thing I observed upon the table was the 

secret amours of — , and by it stood a box 

t)*f pills: on a chair lay a snuff-box with a fan 
half broke, and on the floor a pair of foils. Having 
seen this fui*niturc I entered his bed-chamber, 
not without some noise ; whereupon he began to 
swear at his bed-maker (as he thought) for dis- 
turbing him 60 soon, and wa,s turning about for 
the other nap, when he discovered such a thin, 
pale, "sickly visage, that had I not heard the voice, 
I sliould n6ver have guessed him to have been 
my son. How different was this countenance 
from that ruddy, hale complexion, which he had 
at parting with me from home ! After I had 
waked him, he g;ivc me to understand, that he 
was but lately recovered out of a violent fever, 
and the reason why he did not acquaint me with 
it, was, lest the melancholy news might have oc- 
casioned loo many tears among his delations, and 
be an unsupportable grief to his mother. To be 
short with you, old Nestor, I hurried my young 
spark down into the country along with me, and 
there am endeavouring to plump him up, so as 
to be no disgrace to his pedigree ; for I assure 
you it was never known in the memory of man, 
that any one of the family of the Ringwoods ever 
fell into a consumption except Mrs, Doto^^ 

VOL. III. o 
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Ring wood) who died a maid at .45. In order to 
bring him to himself, and to be one of us again, I 
make him go to bed at ten, and rise at half an 
hour past five ; and when he is puling for bohea 
tea and cream, I place upon a table a jolly piece 
of cold roast beef, or well powdered ham, and 
bid him eat and live ; then take him into the 
fields to observe the reapers, how the harvest 
goes forwards. There is nobody pleased with 
his present constitution but his gay cousin, who 
spirits him up, and tells him, he looks fair, and 
is grown we II -shaped ; but the honest tenantB^ 
shake their heads and cry, «Lack-a-day, how 
thin is poor young master fallen 1" The other day, 
when I told him of it, he had the impudence to 
reply, " I hope, sir, you would not have me as 
fat as Mr. — . Alasi what would then 

become of me ? how would the ladies pish at such 
a grfeat monsthjus thing !'* — If you are truly, 
what your title imports^ a Guardian, pray, sir, be 
pleased to consider what a noble generation must 
in all probability ensue from the lives which the 
town-bred gentlemen too often lead. A friend of 
mine, not long ago, as we were complaining of 
the times, repeated two stanzas out of my lord 
Roscommon, which I ^think may here be appli- 
cable : 

" 'Twas not the spawn of such these, 
That dy'd with Punib blood the conquer'd seas. 

And quash'd the stem iEacides ; 
Made tlie proud Asian monarch feel, 
How weak his gold was against Europe's steel ; 

Forc*d e'en dire Hannibal to yield ; 
And won the long-disputed world at Zama's fatal field ; 

But soldiers of a rustic mould. 
Rough, hardy, seasoned, manlyy bold ; 

Either they dug the stubborn ground. 
Or thro' hewn woods their weighty .strokes did sound' : 
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And after the declining sun 

Had changed the shadows, and their task was clone ; 
Home with their weary team they took their way, 
And di^owii'd m friendly bowls tlie labours of! the day." 

1 am, Sir, ' 

Your very humbld servant, 
Jonathan RiNGWooD. 

' P. S. I forgot to tell you, that while I waited 
in my s6n*s anti-chamber, I found upon the table 
the following bill. 

"Sold to Mr. Jonathan Ringwood,! iC. «. d, 
a plain muslin head and ruffl-es, with > 1 18 6 
colbertine lace. J 

" Six pair of white kid gloves for > ^ 140 
iiiadam Sally. 3 

" Three handkerchiefs for madam ? >^ , ^ n 
Sally. ^O 15 

* In his chamber window I saw his shoe-mak- 
er's bill, with this remarkable article, 

« For Mr. Ringwood thr^e pair of > « g q 
laced shoes. 3 * 

' And in the drawer of the table was the fol- 
lowing billet. - 

" Mr. Ringwood, 
" I DESIRE, that because you are such a coun- 
try booby, that you forget the use and care of 
your snuff-box, you would not call me thief. Pray 
see my face no more. 

Your abused friend, 

Sarah Gallop." 

* Under these words my hopeful heir had writ) 
« Memorandum, to send her word I have found 
my box, though I know she has it." 
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^uin potiijs pncem atemam pactosque hymenotos 
Exercem us V i r g . iEn . i v. 9 9 

Rather in leag-ues of endless peace unite, 
And celebrate tiie hvmeneal rite. 

There is no rule in Longinus which I more ad- 
mire than that wherein he advises aw author who 
would attain to the sublime, and writes for eter- 
nity, to consider, when he is engaged in his com- 
position, what Homer or Plato, or any other of 
those heroes, in the learned world, would have 
said or thought upon the same occasion. I have 
often practised this rule, with regard to the best 
authors among the' af)cients, as well as among 
the modems. With what success, I must leave 
to the judgment of others. I may at least ven- 
ture to say with Mr. Dryden, where he professes 
to have imitated Shakspeare's style, that in imi- 
tating such great authors I have always excelled 
myself. 

I have also by this means revived several anti- 
quated ways of writing, which though very in- 
structive and entertaining, had been laid aside 
and forgotten for some ages. I shall in this place 
only mention those allegories wherein virtues, 
vices, and human passions as inti*oduced as real 
actors. Though this kind of composition was 
practised by the finest authors among the an- 
cients, our countrym*in Spenser is the last writer 
of note who has applied himself to it with suc- 
cess. 
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That an allegory may be both delightful and 
instructive ; in the first place, the fable of it ought 
to be perfect, and if possible to be filled with sur- 
prising tuvns and incidents. In the next, there 
ought to be useful morals and reflections couch^ 
ed under it, Which still receive a greater value 
from being new and uncommon ; and also from 
their appearing difficult to have been thrown into 
emblematical types and shadows. 

1 was once thinking to have written a whole 
canto in the spirit of Spenser, and in order to it, 
contrived a fable of imaginary pefrsons and cha- 
racters. I raised it on that common dispute be- 
tween the comparative perfections and pre-emi- 
nence of ^he two sexes, each of which have very 
frequently had their advocates among the men of 
letters. Since I have not time to accomplish this 
work, I shall present my reader with the naked 
fable> reserving the embellishments of verse and 
poetry to another opportunity. , 

The Two Sexes contending for superiority, 
were onipe at war with tach other, which was 
chiefly carried t)n by their auxiliaries. The Males 
were drawn up on the one side of a very spa- 
cious plain, the Females on the* other ; between 
them was left a very laige interval for their 
' Auxiliaries to engage in. At each extremity of 
this middle space lay enc§impe4 several bodies 
of neutral forces, who waited for the event of the 
battle before they would declare themselves, that 
they might then act as they saw occasion. 

The main bbdy of the Male Auxiliaries was 
commanded by Fortitude ; that of the Female bjr 
Beauty. Fordtude began the onset on Beauty^ 
but found to his cost, that she had such a parti- 
cular witchcraft in her looks, as withered all hi^ 

2 



154 GUAllDUN. No. 152. 

streng^. She played upon him .so many smiles 
and glances that she quite weakened and disarm- 
ed. him. 

In short he was ready to call for quarter, had 
not Wisdom come to his aid : this, was the com<^ 
mander of the Male right wing, and would have 
turned the fate of the day, had not he been time* 
ly opposed by Cunning, who commanded tlie left 
wing of the Female Auxiliaries. Cunning was 
the chief engineer of the Fair army ; but upon 
this occasion was posted, as I have here said, to 
receive the attacks of Wisdom. It was very en- 
tertaining to see the workings of these two anta- 
gonists ; the conduct of the one, and the strata- 
gems of the other. Never was there a more equal 
contest. Thqse who beheld it gave the victory 
sometimes to the one, .And sometimes to die 
other, though iuost declared the advantage was 
on the side of the Female commander. 

In the mean time the conflict was very great 
in the left wing of the army, whei*e the "battle be- 
gan to turn to the Male side. This, wing was 
commanded by an old experienced officer called 
Patience, and on the Female side by a general 
known ty the name pf Scorn. The latter, that 
fought after the mslnner of the Parthians, had the 
better of it all the beginning of the day ; but be- 
ing quite tired out with the long pursuits, and 
repeated attacks of the enemy, who had been re- 
pulsed above a h]tiudre4 times, and rallied as 
often, began to think of yielding. When on a sud- 
den a body of mmtral forces began to move. The 
leader was of an ugly look, asid gigantic stature. 
He acted like a drawcansir,* sparing neither 
Mead nor foe. His name was Lu6t. On the Fe- 

* A character drawn in The Rehearsal. 
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male side he tras opposed by a select body of 
forces, commanded by a young officer that had 
the face of a cherubim, aiid the name of Modes- 
ty. This beautiful young hero was supported by 
one of a more masculine turn, and fierce behav- 
icmr, called by Men, Honour, and by the Gods, 
Pride. This last made an obstinate defence, and 
drove back the enemy more than once, but at 
lergth resigned at discretion. 

The dreadful monster, after having overturned 
whole squadrons in the Female army, fell in 
among the Males, where he made a more terrible 
liavock than on the other side. He was here op- 
posed' by Reason, who drew up all his forces 
against him, and held the fight in suspense for 
some time, but at length quitted the field. 

After a great ravage on both sides, the two 
armies agreed to join gainst the common foe. And 
in order to it drew out a small chosen band, 
whom they placed by consent under the conduct 
of Virtue, who in a little time drove this foul ugly 
monster out of the field. 

Upon his retreat, a second neutral leader, 
whose name was Love, marched in between the 
two armies. He headed a body of ten thousand 
winged boys thai threw their darts and arrows 
promiscuously among both armies. The wounds 
they gave were not the .wounds of an enemy. 
They were pleasmg to those that felt them ; arid 
had so strange an effect, that they wrought a spi- 
rit of mutual friendsh^, recoQciliation, and a 
.good*wiU in both sexes. Tb^ two armies now 
looked with cordM love on each, other, and 
streiciied out their arms with (ears i)f joy, a& 
longing to forget old ammositieB, and embrace 
one another. 
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The last general of neutrals that appeared in 
the field, was Hymen, who marched immediate- 
ly after Love, and seconding the good inclinations 
which he had inspired, joined the hands of both 
armies. Love generally accompanied him, and 
recommended the Sexes, pair by pair, to his good 
offices. 

But as it is usual enough for several persons 
to dress themselves in the habit of a great leader. 
Ambition and Avarice had taken on them the 
garb and habit of Love, by which, means they of- 
ten imposed on Hymen,^ by putting into his hands 
several couples whom he would ne^er have join- 
ed together, had it never been brought about ^by 
the delusion of these two impostors. 
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Adtniranda tibi levium spectacula rerum. 

ViRG. Georg. iv. 3. 

A mighty pomp, though made of little things. 

DavfiEN. 

There is no passion which steals into the heart 
more imperceptibly, and covers itself under more 
disguises, than pride. For my own part, I think 
if there is aiiy passion or vice which I am wholly 
a stranger to, it is this ; though at the same time, 
perhaps this very judgment which I form of my- 
self proceeds in some measure from this cor- 
rupt principle. 
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I have been always wonderfdlly delighted with 
that sentence in holy writ,—' Pride was not made 
for man.' There is not indeed any single view 
of human nature under its present condition, 
which is not sufficient to extinguish in us all 
the secret seeds of pride ; and, on the contrary, 
to sink the soul into the lowest state of humility^ 
and what the school-men call self-annihilation. 
Pride was not made for man, as he is, 

1. A sinfuU 

2. An Ignorant, 

3. A miserable being. 

There, is nothing in his understanding, in his 
will, or in his present condition that can tempt 
any considerate creature to pride or vanity. 

These three very reasons why he should . not 
be proudi are notwithstanding the reasons why he 
is so. Were he not a sinful creature, he would 
not be subject to a passion which rises from the 
depravity of his nature ; were he not an ignorant 
creature, he would see that he has nothing to be 
proud of ; and were not the whole species miser- 
able, he would not have those wretched objects 
of comparison before his eyes, which are the oc- 
casions of this passion, and which make one man 
value himself more than another. 

A wise man will be contented that his glory be 
deferred until such time as he shall be truly glo- 
rified ; when his understandings shall be cleared, 
his will rectified, and his happiness assured ; or 
in other words, when he shall be neither sinful, 
nor ignorant, nor miserable. . 

If there be any thing which makes human na- 
ture appear ridiculous to beings of superior facul- 
ties, it must be pride* They know so well the 
vanity of those imaginary perfections that swell 
the heart of man, and of tho^e \i\.x\^ ^\x^^t\sq:cnr.' 
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rary advantages, whether in birth, fortune, or 
title, which one man enjoys above another, that 
it must certainly very much astonish, if it does 
not very much divert them, when they see a mor- 
tal puffed up, and valuing , himself above his 
neighbours on any of these accounts, at the same 
time that he is obnoxious to all the common ca- 
lamities of the species. 

To set this thought in its true light, we will 
fancy, if you please, that yonder mole-hill is inha- 
bited by reasonable creatures^ artd that every pis- 
mire (his shape and way of life only excepted) 
is endowed with human passions. How should 
we smile to hear one give us an account of the 
pedigrees, distinctions, and titles that reign among 
them ? Observe how the whole swarm divide and 
make way for the pismire that passes through 
them ! You must understand he is an emmet of 
quality, and has better blood in his veins than any 
pismire in the mole -hill. Do not you see how 
sensible he is of it, how slow he marthes forward, 
how the whoje rabble of ants keep their distance ? 
Here you may observe one placed upon a little 
eminence, and looking down on a long row of 
labourers. ' He is the richest insect on this side 
the hillock, he has a walk of half a yard in length, 
and a quarter of an mch in breadth, he keeps an 
hundred menial servants, and has at least fifteen 
barleycorns in his granary. He is now chiding 
and beslaving the emmet that stands before him, 
and who, for all that we can discover, is as good 
an emmet as himself. 

But here comes an insect of figure ! Do not 
you take notice of a little white straw that he 
carries in his mouth ? That straw, you must un- 
derstand, he wt>uld not part with for the longest 
tract about the mole-hill: did you but know what 
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he has undergone to purchase it ! See how the 
ants of all qualities and conditions swartn about 
him ! Should this straw drop out of his mouth) 
you would see all this numerous circle of atten- 
dants follow the next that took it up, and leave 
the discarded insect, or run over his back to 
<y^me at his successor. 

If now you have a mind to see all the ladies 
of the mole-hill, observe first the pismire that 
listens to the emmet on heri eft hand, at the same 
lime that she .seems to turn away her head from 
him. He tells this poor insect that she is a god- 
dess, that her eyes are brighter than the sun, that 
life and death ^re kt her disposal. She believes 
him, and gives herself a thousand little airs upon 
it. Mark the vanity of the pismire on your left 
hand. She can scarce crawl with age ; but you 
must know she values herself upon her birth ; 
and if you mind, spurns at every one that comes 
within her reach. The nimble coquette that is 
running along by the side of her, is a wit. She 
has broke many a pismire's heart. Do but ob- 
serve what a drove of lovers are running after 
her. . 

We Avill here finish this imaginary scene ; but 
fir^t of all, to draw the parallel closer, will sup- 
pose, if you please, that death comes down upon 
the mole-hill, in the shape of a. cock sparrow, who 
picks up, without distinction, the pismire of qua- 
lity and his flatterers, the pismire of substance and 
day-labourers, the white-straW officer and his cy- 
cophants, with all the goddesses, wits, and beau- 
ties of the mole-hill. 

May we not imagine that beings of superior 
natures and perfections, regard all the instances 
of pride and vanity, among our species, in the 
jame kind of view, when the^ XaiiBLfc ^ vqccn^^ ^ 
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those who inhabit the earth ? or in the language 
of an ingenious French poet ; of those pismires 
that people this heap of dirt, Which human vani- 
ty has divided into ciimsites and regions. 
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Omnia transformant sese in miracula rerum. 

ViRG. Georg iv. 4il. 

All shapes, the most prodigious, they assunie. 

I QUESTION not but the following letter will be 
entertaining to those who were present at the 
late masquerade, as it wilj, recall into their minds 
several merry particular? that passed in it, and 
at the same time, be very acceptable to those who 
were at a distance from it, ap they m'ay form hence 
some idea of this fashionable amusement. 

* TO NESTOR IRONSIDE, ESQ. 
Per viam leoms, 

<SIR, 

< I COULD scarce ever go into good company, 
but the discourse was on the Ambassador,* the 
politeness of his entertainments, the goodness 
of his Burgundy and Champaign, the gaiety of 
his masquerades,* with the old fantastical dresses 
which were made use of in those midnight so- 
lemnities. The noise these diversions made, at 
least raiiscd my curiosity, and for once I resolved 

• The duke D'Aumont, who gave masquerades at So- 
merset-house. 
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to be present at them, being at the same time 
provoked to it by a lady I then made my addres- 
ses to, one of a sprightly humour, and a great ad- 
mirer of such novelties. In order to it I hurried 
my habit, and got it ready a week before the 
time, for I grew impatient to be initiated in these 
new mysteries. Every morning I drest myself 
in it, and acted before the looking glass, ^o that 
I am vain enough to think I was as perfect in my 
part as most who had oftener frequented those 
diversions. You must understand I personated a^ 
devil, and that for several weighty reasons. First, 
because appearing as one of that fraternity, I ex- 
pected to meet with particular civilities from the 
more polite and better-bred part of the company. 
Besides, as from their usua^l reception they are 
called familiars, I fancied I should in this charac- 
ter be allowed the greatest liberties, and soonest 
be led into the secrets of tlie masquerade. To 
recommend and distinguish me from the vulgar, 
I drew a very long tail after me. But to speak 
the truth, what persuaded me most to this dis- 
guise was, because I heard an intriguing lady 
say, in a large company of females, who unani- 
mrously assented to it, that she loved to converse 
with such, for that generally they wertf very cle- 
ver fellows who made choice of that shape. At 
length, wheh the long-wished-fot* evening came, 
which was to open to us such vast scenes of plea- 
sure, I repaired to the place appointed about tea 
at night, where I found nature topsy->tfirvy, wo- 
men changed into men, and men into women, 
children in leading-strings seven foot high, cour- 
tiers transformed into cfowns) ladies of the night 
into saints, people of the first quality into beastis 
or birds, gods or goddesses. I fancied I had aTl 

VOL. III. ' 1^ 



160 GUARDLVN. No. 154 

those who inhabit the earth ? or in the language 
of an ingenious French poet ; of those pismires 
that people this heap of dirt, Which human vani- 
ty has divided into ciimsites and regions. 
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Omnia tranaformant sese in mir acuta rerum. 

ViRG. Georg Iv. 441. 

All shapes, the most prodigious, they assume. 

I QUESTION not but the following letter will be 
entertaining to those who were present at the 
late masquerade, as it wilj, recall into their minds 
several merry particular? that passed in it, and 
at the same time, be very acceptable to those who 
were at a distance from it, ap they may form hence 
some idea of this fashionable amusement. 

* TO NESTOR IRONSIDE, ESQ. 
Per viain leonis, 

<SIR, 

< I COULD scarce ever go into good company, 
but the discourse was on the Ambassador,* the 
politeness of his entertainments, the goodness 
of his Burgundy and Champaign, the gaiety of 
his masquerades,* with the old fantastical dresses 
which were made use of in those midnight so- 
lemnities. The noise these diversions made, at 
least rawed my curiosity, and for once I resolved 

* The duke D'Aumonit, who gave masquerades at So- 
merset-house. 
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to be present at them, being at the same time 
provoked to it by a lady I then made my addres- 
ses to, one of a sprightly humour, and a great ad- 
mirer of such novelties. In order to it I hurried 
my habit, and got it ready a week before the 
time, for I grew impatient to be initiated in these 
new mysteries. Every morning I drest myself 
in it, and acted before the looking glass, so that 
I am vain enough to think I was as perfect in my 
part as most who had oflener frequented those 
diversions. You must understand I personated a^ 
devil, and that for several weighty reasons. First, 
because appearing as one of that fraternity, I ex- 
pected to meet with particular civilities from the 
more polite and better-bred part of the company. 
Besides, as from their usual reception they are 
called familiars, I fancied I should in this charac- 
ter be allowed the greatest libeities, and soonest 
be led into the secrets of tlie masquerade. To 
recommend and distinguish me from the vulgar, 
I drew a very long tail after me. But to speak 
the truth, what persuaded me most to this dis- 
guise was, because I heard an intriguing lady 
say, in a large company oi* females, who unani- 
mously assented to it, that she loved to converse 
with such, for that generally they were? very cle- 
ver fellows who made choice of that shape. At 
length, wheh the long-wished-fot* evening came, 
which was to open to us such vast scenes of plea- 
sure, I repaired to the place appmnted about tea 
at night, where I found nature topsy-turvy, wo- 
men changed into men, and men into women, 
children in leading-strings seven foot high, cour- 
tiers transformed into clowns^ ladies of the night 
into saints, people of the first quality into beasts 
or birds, gods or goddesses. I fancied I had aTl 

VOL. III. ' 1^ 
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those who inhabit the earth ? or in the language 
of an ingenious French poet ; of those pismires 
that people this heap of* dirt, Which human vani- 
ty has divided into ciimsites and regions. 
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Omnia transformant sese in miracula rcrum. 

ViRG. Georg iv. 441. 

All shapes, the most prodigious, they assume. 

I QUESTION not but the following letter will be 
entertaining to those who were present at the 
late masquerade, as it wilj recall into their minds 
several merry particular? that passed in it, and 
at the same time, be very acceptable to those who 
were at a distance from it, ap they may form hence 
some idea of this fashionable amusement. 

* TO NESTOR IRONSIDE, ESQ. 
Per viam leonis, 

<SIR, 

< I COULD scarce ever go into good company, 
but the discourse was on the Ambassador,* the 
politeness of his entertainments, the goodness 
of his Burgundy and Champaign, the gaiety of 
his masquerades,' with the old fantastical dresses 
which were made use of in those midnight so- 
lemnities. The noise these diversions made, at 
least raised my curiosity, and for once I resolved 

• The duke D'Aumont, who gave masquerades at So- 
tnerset-house. 
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to be present at them, being at the same time 
provoked to it by a lady I then made my addres- 
ses to, one of a sprightly humour, and a great ad- 
mirer of such novelties. In order to it I hurried 
my habit, and got it ready a week before the 
time, for I grew impatient to be initiated in these 
new mysteries. Every morning I drest myself 
in it, and acted before the looking glass, so that 
I am vain enough to think I was as perfect in my 
part as most who had oftener frequented those 
diversions. You must understand I personated a^ 
devil, and that for several weighty reasons. First, 
because appearing as one of that fraternity, I ex- 
pected to meet with particular civilities from the 
more polite and betler-bred part of the company. 
Besides, as from their usua^l reception they are 
called familiars, I .fancied I should in this charac- 
ter be allowed the greatest liberties, and soonest 
be led into the secrets of tlie masquerade. To 
recommend and distinguish me from the vulgar, 
I drew a very long tail after me. But to speak 
the truth, what persuaded me most to this dis- 
guise was, because I heard an intriguing lady 
say, in a large company oi' females, who unani- 
mously assented to it, that she loved to converse 
with such, for that generally they were? very cle- 
ver fellows who made choice of that shape. At 
length, wheh the long-wished4br evening came, 
which was to open to us such vast scenes of plea- 
sure, I repaired to the place appmnted about tea 
at night, where I found nature topsy-torvy, wo- 
men changed into men, and men into women, 
children in leading-strings seven foot high, cour- 
tiers transformed into clowns^ ladies of Uie night 
into saints, peopie of the first quality into beastis 
or birds, gods or goddesses. I fancied I had aTl 

VOL. III. ' 1^ 
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those who inhabit the earth ? or in the language 
of an ingenious French poet ; of those pismires 
that people this heap of^ dirt, Which human vani- 
ty has divided into ciimsites and regions. 
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Omnia transformant sese in miracula reruni. 

ViRG. Georg iv. 4il. 

All shapes, the most prodigious, they assume. 

I QUESTION not but the following letter will be 
entertaining to those who were present at the 
late masquerade, as it wilj, recall into their minds 
several merry particular? that passed in it, and 
at the same time, be very acceptable to those who 
were at a distance from it, ap they may form hence 
some idea of this fashionable amusement. 

* TO NESTOR IRONSIDE, ESQ. 
Per viam leoms, 

<SIR, 

* I COULD scarce ever go into good company, 
but the discourse was on the Ambassador,* the 
politeness of his entertainments, the goodness 
of his Burgundy and Champaign, the gaiety of 
his masquerades,' with the old fantastical dresses 
which were made use of in those midnight so- 
lemnities. The noise these diversions made, at 
least raised my curiosity, and for once I resolved 

* The duke D'Aumont, who gave masquerades at So- 
tnerset-house. 
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to be present at them, being at the same time 
provoked to it by a lady I then made my addres- 
ses to, one of a sprightly humour, and a great ad- 
mirer of such novelties. In order to it I hurried 
my habit, and got it ready a week before the 
time, for I grew impatient to be initiated in these 
new mysteries. Every morning I drest myself 
in it, and acted before the looking glass, so that 
I am vain enough to think I was as perfect in my 
part as most who had oftener frequented those 
divei^ions. You must understand I personated a^ 
devil, and that for several weighty reasons. First, 
because appearing as one of that fraternity, I ex- 
pected to meet with particular civilities from the 
more polite and better-bred part of the company. 
Besides, as from their usua^l reception they are 
called familiars, I fancied I should in this charac- 
ter be allowed the greatest liberties, and soonest 
be led into the secrets of the masquerade. To 
recommend and distinguish me from the vulgar, 
I drew a very long tail after me. But to speak 
the truth, what persuaded me most to this dis- 
guise was, because I heard an intnguing lady 
say, in a large company of females, who unani- 
mously assented to it, that she loved to converse 
with such, for that generally they wertf very cle- 
ver fellows who made choice of that shape. At 
length, wheh the long*wished4br evening came, 
which was to open to us such vast scenes of plea- 
sure, I repaired to the place appmnted about ten 
at night, where I foutid nature topBy-4:nrvy, wo- 
men changed into men, and men into women, 
children in lea4ing-«trings seven foot high, cour- 
tiers transformed into clowns^ ladies of the night 
into saints, peopie of the first quality into beasts 
or birds, gods or goddesses. I fancied I had all 

VOL. III. ' 1^ 



160 GUARDLVN. No. 154. 

those who inhabit the earth ? or in the language 
of an ingenious French poet ; of those pismires 
that people this heap of' dirt, Which human vani- 
ty has divided into ciimsites and regions. 
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Omnia transformant sese in miracula reruni. 

ViRG. Georg iv. 441. 

All shapes, the most prodigious, they assunie. 

I QUESTION not but the following letter will be 
entertaining to those who were present at the 
late masquerade, as it v/i\\ recall into their minds 
several merry particular? that passed in it, and 
at the same time, be very acceptable to those who 
were at a distance from it, ap they may form hence 
some idea of this fashionable amusement. 

' TO NESTOR IRONSIDE, ESQ. 

4 

Per viain leonis, 

<SIR, 

< I COULD scarce ever go into good company, 
but the discourse was on the Ambassador,* the 
politeness of his entertainments, the goodness 
of his Burgundy and Champaign, the gaiety of 
his masquerades, with the old fantastical dresses 
which were made use of in those midnight so- 
lemnities. The noise these diversions made, at 
least rafecd my curiosity, and for once I resolved 

* The duke D'Aumont, who gave masquerades at So- 
toerset-house. 
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to be present at them, being at the same time 
provoked to it by a lady I then made my addres- 
ses to, one of a sprightly humour, and a great ad- 
mirer of such novelties. In order to it I hurried 
my habit, and got it ready a week before the 
time, for I grew impatient to be initiated in these 
new mysteries. Every morning I drest myself 
in it, and acted before the looking glass, so that 
I am vain enough to think I was as perfect in my 
part as most who had oftener frequented those 
diversions. You must understand I personated a^ 
devil, and that for several weighty reasons. First, 
because appearing as one of that fraternity, I ex- 
pected to meet with particular civilities from the 
more polite and betier-bred part of the company. 
Besides, as from their usual reception they are 
called familiars, I fancied I should in this charac- 
ter be allowed the greatest libeities, atid soonest 
be led into the secrets of the masquerade. To 
recommend and distinguish me fi^om the vulgar, 
I drew a very long tail after me. But to speak 
the truth, what persuaded me most to this dis- 
guise was, because I heard an intnguing lady 
say, in a large company of females, who unani- 
mrously assented to it, that she loved to converse 
with such, for that generally they wertf very cle- 
ver fellows who made choice of that shape. At 
length, wheln the long-wished-fot* evening came, 
which was to open to us such vast scenes of plea- 
sure, I repaired to the place appmnted about ten 
at night, where I found nature topsy-^nrvy, wo- 
men changed into men, and men into women, 
children in leading-strings seven foot high, cour- 
tiers transformed into cfowns^ ladies of the night 
into saints, peopie of the first quality into beasts 
or birds, gods or goddesses. I fancied I had atl 

VOL. III. ' t 
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Ovid's Metamorphoses before me. Among these 
were several monsters to which 1 did not know 
how to give a name ; , 

" ■ worse 
Than fables yet have fei.^ned or fear conceived, 
Gorgons, and hydras, and chimeras dire." 

MlLTON. 

. « In the middle of the first room I met with one 
drest in a shroud. This put me in mind of the 
old custom of serving up a Death's head at a 
feast. I was a little angry ^ at the dressy and ^sk- 
ed the gentleman whether he thought a dead man 
was fit company for such an assembly^ but he 
told me, that he was one wjio loved his money, 
and that he considered this dress would serve 
him another time. This walking coarse* was 
followed by a gigantic woman with a high crown- 
ed hat, that stood i^p like a steeple over the heads 
of the whole assembly. I then chanced to tread 
upon the foot of a female quaker, to all outward 
appearance ; but was surprised to hear her cry 
out, " D — ^n you, you son of a — !" upon which 
I immediately rebuked her, when all of a sudden 
resuming her character, " Verily," says she, " I 
was to blame ; but thou hast bruised m.e sorely.'* ^ 
A few moments after this adventure, I had like to 
have been kaocked dowil by a shepherdess for 
having run my elbow a little inadvertently into 
one of her sides. She swore like a trooper, and 
threatened me with a very masculine voice ; but 
I was timely taken off by a presbyterian parson, 
who told me in a very soft tone, that he believed 
I was. a pretty fellow, and that he would meet me 
in Sprmg-gardcns to-morrow night. The next 

* Corpse 
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object I saw was a chimney-sweepep made up of 
black crape and velvet, with a huge diamond in 
his mouth,* making love to a butterfly. On a sud- 
den I found myself among a flock of bats, owls, 
and lawyersJ But what took up my attention 
most, was one drest in white feathers that repre- 
sented a swan. He would fain huVe found out a, 
Leda among the fair sex, and indeed Avas the 
most uuucky bird in the company. I was then 
engaged in a discourse with a running-footman ; 
but as I treated him like what he appeared to be, 
a Ttfrkish emperor whispered me in the ear, de- 
siring me « to use him civilly, for that it was his 
master." I was here interrupted by the famous 
large figure of a woman' hung with little looking- 
glasses. She had a great many that followed her 
as she passed by me, but I would not have her 
value herself upon that account, since it was plain 
it did not follow so much tb look upon her as to 
see themselves. The next I observed was a nun 
making an assignation Avith'a heathen god ; for I 
heard them mention the Little Piazza in Coyent- 
garden. I was by this time exceeding hot and 
thirsty ; so that I made the best of my way to the 
place where wine was dealt about in great quan- 
tities. I had no sooner presented 'myself before 
the table, but a magician seeing me, made a cir- 
cle over my head witb his wand, and seemed to 
do me homage. I was at a loss to account for 
his behaviour, until 1 recollected who 1 was ; this 
however drew the eyes of the servants upon me, 
and immediately procured me a glass of excel- 
lent Champaign. The magician said I was a spi- 
rit of an adust and dry constitution ; and desired 
that I might have another refreshing glass : ad- 

• By which tl\e m^a^ -w^a V^\?c ^w. 
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dii)g withal) that it ought to be a bnmmer. I took 
it in my hand and drank it ofF to the magician. 
This so enlivened me, that I led him by, the hand 
into the next room, where we danced a rigadoon 
together. I was here a little offended at a jack- 
anapes of a scaramouch, that cried out, ^^ Avaunt 
Satan ;" and gave me a little tap on my left shoul- 
der with the end of his lath sword. As I was con- 
sidering how I ought to resent this affront, a well- 
shaped person that stood at my left-hand, in the 
figure of a bellmany cried out'with a suital^e voice, 
« Past twelve o'clock." This put me in mind of 
bed-time. Accordingly I made my way towards 
the door, but was intercepted by an Indian king, 
a tall, slender youth, dressed up in a most beau- 
tiful party-coloured plumage. He regarded my 
habit very attentively, an^^ after having turned me 
about once or twice, asked me «^ whom I had 
been tempting V* I could not tell what was the 
matter with me, but my heart leaped as soon as. 
he touched me, and was still in greater disorder, 
upon hearing his voice. In short, I found after 
a little discourse with hun, that his Indian majes* 
ty was my dear Leonora, who knowing the dis* , 
guise I had put on, would not let me pass by her 
unobserved. Her awkward manliness made me 
guess at her sex, and her own confession quickly 
let me know the rest. This masquerade did more 
for me than a twelvemonth's courtship : for it in- 
spired her with such tender sentiments, that I 
married her the next morning. 

^ How happy I shall be in a wife taken out of a 
masquerade, I cannot yet tell ; but I have reason 
to hope the best, Leonora having assured me it 
was the first, and shall be the last time of her ap- 
pearing at such an entertainment. 
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* And now, sir, having given you tiie history of 
this strange evening, which looks rather like a 
dream than a reality, it is my request to you, that 
you will oblige the world with a dissertation on 
masquerades in general, that we may know how 
far they are useful to the public, and consequent- 
ly how far they ought to be encouraged. I have 
heard of two or three ve.ry-odd accidents that 
have happened upon this occasion, as in particu- 
lar of a lawyer's being now big-beliied, who was 
present at the first* of these entertainments j t ot 
to mention (what is still more strange) an old 
man with a long beard^ who was got with child 
by a milk-maid. But in cases of this nature, 
where t^ere is such a confusion of sex, age, and 
quality, men are apt to report rather what might 
have happened, than what really came to pass. 
Without giving credit therefore to any of these 
rumours, I shall only renew my petition to you, 
that you will tell us your opinion at large of these 
matters, and am, Sir,' Sec. 

Lucifer,' 



• The date of this diverson is here ascertained pretty 
nearly, and fixed at a few months antecedent to Septem- 
her r, ins. 
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— LibelU Stoici inter se/fcos 

yaccre pulvillos amant. Hon. Epod. viii. 15. 

The books of stoic's ever chose 
On silken cushions to repose. 

I HAVE often wondered that learningis not thought 
a proper ingredient in the education of a woman 
of quality or fortune. Since they liave the same 
improveable minds as the male part of the specie s^ 
why should they not be cultivated by the same 
method ? Why should reasoi^ be left to itself in 
one of the sexes, and be disciplined with so much 
care in the other ? 

There are some reasons why learning seems 
more adapted to the female world, than to the 
male. As in the first place, because they have 
more spare time upon their hands, and lead a 
more sedentary life. Their employments are of 
a domestic nature, and not like those of the other 
sex, which are inconsistent with study and con- 
templation. The excellent lady, the lady Lizard, 
in the space of one summer furnished a gallery 
with chairs and couches of her own and her 
daughters' working ^ and at the same time heard 
all doctor Tillotson's sermons twice over. It is 
always the custom for one of the young ladies to 
read, while the others are at work ; so that the 
learning of the family is not at all prejudicial to 
its manufactures. I was mightily pleased the 
other day to find them all busy in preserving se- 
veral fruits of the season, with the Sparkler in 
the midst of them, readmj^ over The Plurality of 



No. 155. GUARDIAN. W 

Worlds.* It was very entertaining to me to see 
them dividing tbeir speculations between jellies 
and stars, and making, a sudden transition from 
the sun to an apricot, or from the Copernics^ 
system to the figure of a cheesecake. 

A second reason why women should apply 
themselves to useful knowledge rather than meni 
is because they have that natural gift of speech 
in greater perfection. Since they have so excel- 
lent a talent, such a cofiia verborumy or plenty of 
words, it is pity they should not be put to some 
use. If the female tongue will be in motion, why 
should it not be set to go right ? Could they dis- 
course about the spots in the sun» it might divert 
them from publishing the faults of their neigh- 
bours. Could they talk of the different aspects 
and conjunctions of the planets, they need not be 
at the pains to comment upon oglings and clan- 
destine marriages. In short, weVe they furnished 
with matters of fact, out of arts and sciences, it 
would now and then be a great ease to their in- 
vention. 

There is another reason why those especially 
who are women of quality, should apply them- 
selves to letters, namely, because their husbands 
are generally strangers to them. 

It is great pity there should be no knowledge 
in a family. For my own part, I am concerned^ 
when I go into a great house, where perhaps there 
is not a single person that can Sipell, unless it be 
by chance the butler, or one of the footmen. 
What a figure b the young heir likely to maket 
who is a dunce both by father and mother's sidei 

If we look kito the histories of famous womeni 
we find many eminent philosophers of this sex. 

• By M. YoT\\cw0^ve . 
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Nay, we find that several females have distin- 
guished themselves in those sects of philosophy 
which seem almost repiigtiant to their natures. 
There have been famous female Pythagoreans, 
notwithstanding imost of that philosophy consisted 
in keeping a secret, and that the disciple was to 
hold her tongue five years together. I need not 
mention Portia, who was a stoic in petticoats ; 
nor Hipparchia, the famous she cynic, who arriv- 
ed at such a perfection in her studies, that she 
conversed with her husband, or man-planter, in 
broad day-light, and in the open streets. 

Learning and knowledge' are perfections in us, 
not as we are men, but as we are reasonable crea- 
tures, in which order of beings the female world 
is upon the same level with the male. We ought 
to consider in this particular, not what is the sex, 
but what is the species to which they belong. At 
least I believe every one will allow me, that % 
female philosopher is not so absurd a character, 
and so opposite to the sex, as a female gamester ; 
and that it is more irrational for a woman to pass 
away half a dozen hours at cards or dice, than in 
getting up stores of useful learning. This there- 
fore is another reason why I would recommend 
the studies of knowledge to the female world, 
that they may not be at a loss how to employ 
those hours that lie upon their hands. 

I might also add this motive to my fair read- 
ers, that several of their sex, who have improved 
their minds by books and literature, have raised 
themselves to the highest posts of honour and 
fortune. A neighbouring nation 'may at this time 
furnish us with a very remarkable instance of this 
kind ;* but I •shall conclude this head with the 
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history of Athenais, which is a very signal «xai^- -. 
pie to my present purpose. 

The emperor Theodosius being about the age 
of one and iweiuy, and designing to take a wife, 
desired his sister Pulcheria and his friend Pauii- 
nus to. search his whole empire for a woman of 
the most exquisite beauty and highest accom- 
plishments. In the midst of this search, Athe- 
nais, a Gredian virgin, accidentally offered her- 
self. Her father, who was an eminent philoso- 
pher of Athens, and had bred her up in all the 
learning of that place, at his death left her but a 
very small portion, in which also she suffered 
great hardships from the injustice of her two bro- 
thers. This forced her upon a journey to Con- 
stantinople,, where she hald a relation who repre- 
sented her case to Pulcheria in order to obtdn 
some redress from the emperor. By this means 
that religious pnncess became acquainted with 
Athenais, whom she found the moat beautiful 
woman of her age, and educated under a long 
course of philosophy in the strictest virtue, and 
most unspotted innocence. Pulcheria was charm- 
ed with her conversation, and immediately made 
her repbrts to the emperor, her brother Theodo- 
sius. The character she gaye, made such an 
impression on him, that he desired his sister to 
bring her away immediately to the lodgings of 
his friend Paulinus, where be found her beauty and 
her conversation beyond the highest idea he had 
framed of them, liis friend Paulinus converted 
her to Christianity^ and gave her the name of 
Eudocia: after whicii the emperor publicly es- 
poused her, and enjoyed all the happmess in bis 
marriage which he promised himself from such 
a virtuous and learned bride. She not only for* 
gave the injuries her two brother% hafi dssck^^x^ 
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but raised tliem to great honours ; and by seve- 
ral works of learning, as well as by an exemplary 
life, made herself so dear to the whole empire, 
that she had many statues erected to her memo- 
ry, and is celebrated by the fathers of the church, 
as the ornament of her sex. 
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— Magni formica laboria ; 

Ore trahit quodcunque potest, afque addit acervo, 

^em struit hand ignara, ac non incautafuturi. 

^U(f, simul inversufn contristat Aquarius annunii 

Non usquam prorepity et ilUs utitur ante 

^eesitis sapiens — HoR. 1 Sat. i. 35. 

As the small ant (for she itistructs the man. 
And preaches labour) gathers all she can. 
And brings it to increase her heap at home. 
Against the winter, which she knows will come : 
But. when that comes, she creeps abroad no more. 
But lies at home, and feasts upon her store. 

Creech* 

V 

In my last Saturday's paper I supposed a mole -hill 
inhabited by pismires or ants, to be a lively image 
of the eanh, peopled by human creatures. This 
supposition will not appear too forced or strained 
to those who are acquainted with the natural his- 
tory of these little insects ; in order to which I 
shall present my reader with the extract of a let- 
ter upon this curious subject, as it was published 
by the members of the French academy, and 
since translated into English. I must confess I 
was never in my life better entertained than vrith 



No. 156. GUARDIAN. 171 

this narrative, which is of undoubted credit and 
authority. 

' In a room next to mine, which had been emp- 
ty for a long time, there was upon a window » 
box full of earth, two feet deep, and fit to keep 
flowers in. That kind of parterre had been long 
uncultivated ; and therefore it was covered with 
old plaister, and a great deal of rubbish that fell 
from the top of the houses and from the walls, 
which, together with the earth formerly imbibed 
with water, made a kind of a dry and barren soil. 
That place lying to the south, and out of the 
reach of the wind and rain, besides the neigh- 
bourhood of a granary, was a most delightful spot 
of ground for ants ; and therefore they had made 
three nests there, without doubt for the same rea- 
son that men build cities in fruitful and conve- 
nient places, near springs and rivers. 

' Having a mind to cultivate some flowers, I 
took a view of that place, and removed a tulip 
out of the garden into that box ; but casting my 
eyes upon the ants, continually taken up with a 
thousand cares, very inconsiderable with respect 
to us, but of the greatest importance to them, 
they appeared to me more worthy of niy curio- 
sity than all the flowers in the world. I quickly 
removed the tulip, to be the admirer and restorer 
of that little commonwealth. This was the only 
thing they wanted ; for the policy and the ortler 
observed among them, are more perfect than those 
of the wisest republics : and therefore they have 
nothing to fear, unless a new legislator should 
attempt to change the form of their government. 
< 1 made it my business to procure them all 
sorts of conveniences- I took out of the box eve- 
ry thing that might be troublesome to them ; and 
frequently visited my ants, arvd ^VoiscLfc^ ^iS\ ^<e« 
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fetches another. Thus, in less than a quarter of 
an hour, one may see a vast number of such small 
particles of dry earth, heaped round the hole. 
They lay their com under ground, upon that earth, 
and cover it with the same. They .perform this 
work almost every day, during the heat of the 
sun ; and though the sun went from the window- 
about three or four of the clock in the afternoon, 
they did not remove their corn and their parti- 
cles of earth, because the ground was very hot^ 
until the heat was over. 

< If any one should think that those animals 
should use sand, or small particles of brick or 
stone, rather than take so much psdns about dry 
earth , I answer, that upon such an occasion no- 
thing can be more proper than earth heated in 
the sun. Com does not keep upon sand: be- 
sides, a grain of cortl that is cut, being deprived 
of its bud, would be filled with small sandy par- 
ticles that pould not easily come out To which 
I add, that sand consists of such small particles, 
that an ant could not take tjhem up one after ano- 
- ther^ and therefore those insects ai'e seldom to 
be sc^n near rivers, or in a very sandy ground. 

^ As for t^e small particles of brick or stone, 
the least moistness would join them together, 
and turn them into a kind of mastic, which those 
insects could not divide. Those particles stick- 
ing together could not come out of an ant's nest, 
a^d would spoil its S3n3imetry. 

^ When ants have brought out those particles 
of earth, they bring out their com after the same 
manner, and place it round the earth. Thus one 
" may see two heaps surrounding their hole, one of 
dry earthy and the other of com ; and then they 
fetch out a remsdnder of dry earth, on which 
dQubtless their com ^as bid up. 
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< Those insects never go about this work but 
when the weather is clear, and the siin very hot. 
I observed, that those little animals having one 
day brought out their com at eleven of the clock 
in the forenoon, removed it, against their usual 
custom, before one in the afternoon. The sun 
being very hot, and sky very clear, I could per- 
ceive no reason for it. But half an hour after, the 
sky began to be overcast, and there fell a small 
rain, which the ants foresaw ; whereas the Milan 
almanack had foretold there would be no rain 
upon that day. 

^ I have said before, that those ants which I 
did so particularly consider, fetched their corn out 
of a garret. I went very frequently into that gar- 
ret. There was some old com in it; and be- 
cause every grsdn was not alike, I observed that 
they chose the best. ' 

<I know, by several experiments, that those 
little animals take great care to provide them- 
selves with wheat when they can find it, and al- 
ways pick out the best ; but they can make shift 
without it. When they get no wheat, they take 
rye, oats, millet, and even crumbs oi bread ; but 
seldom any barley, unless it be in a time of great 
scarcity, and when nothing else can be had. 

< Being willing to be more particularly informed 
pf their fotecast and industry, I put a small heap 
of wheat in a comer of the room where they 
kept, and to prevent their fetching corn out of the 
garret, I shut up the window, and stopped vill the 
holes. Though ants are very knowing, I do not 
take them to be conjurers; and therefore they 
could not guess that i had put some com in that 
room. I perceived for several days that they 
were very much perplexed, and went .a great 
way to fetch their provisions. I vras ivQ.\. ^SSJocai^ 
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ior some time to make them more easy ; for I 
had a mind to know whether they would at last 
ind out the treasure, and see it at a great dis- 
tance ; and whether smelling enabled them to 
know what is good for their nourishment. Thus 
they were some time in gr^at trouble and took a 
great deal of pains. I'hey went up and doii^n k 
great way looking out for some grains of cotn i 
they were sometimes disapi>ointed, sind doixic- 
times they didi not like their corn, after manjr 
long and painful excursions. Wh^t apjpe^red to 
me wonderful was, that none of th^m came homb 
irithout bringing somethings one tlrought a 
grain of wheat, another a grsdn of rye or oats, or 
a particle of dry earth, if she could get nothit)^ 
else. 

' < The window, upon which those ant^ h&d made 
their setUement, looked into a garden, ahd wat( 
two stories high. Some weiit to the fai^h^r end 
of the garden, others to th^ fifth Stohr, in ()Ue^ 
of some com. It was a very hslrd joiimey fot* 
them, especially when they cicme hotne loaded 
with a pretty large grain of corh, which must 
iieeds be a heavy burden for an ant, ahd as much 
as she can bear. The bringing of th^t ghdh 
froni the middle of the garden to the nest, took 
Mp four hours ; whereby one may judge of the 
^trength and prodigious labour of thos^ little lin- 
imals. It appears from thence, that lUi ant v^brks 
^^ iiard as a man who should cary a yeky heavy 
load oh his shoulders almost every da^ for the 

rce of four leagues. It is true, those ihsects 
not take so much pains iipon a fiat gh>uttd ^ 
but then how ^reat is^the haraship of t poor ai^ 
when she carries a grain of com to the secbn^ 
story, climbing up a wall witii her head dowf 
vnuyda, and her ^k^e u^^wahls! None d 
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have a true notion^ of it^ unless they see those 
little animals at work in such a situation. The 
frequent stops they made in the most conveni nt 
places, are a plain indication of their weariness. 
Some of them were strangely perplexed, and 
could not get to their journey's end. In such a 
case, the strongest ants, or those that are not so 
^eaiy, having carried their com to the nest, came 
down agaiii to help them. Some are so Unfortu- 
nate as to fall down with their load, when they 
are almost come home. When this happens they 
seldom lose their com, but carry it up again. 

< I saw one of the smallest carrying a large grain 
of wheat with incredible pains. When she came 
to the box where the nest was, she made so muchf 
haste that she fell down with her load, after a ve» 
ry laborious march. Such an unlucky accident 
would have vext a philosopher. I went down,, 
and found her with the same com in her paws. 
She was ready to climb up again. The samte 
misfortune happened to her three times. Some- 
times she fell in the middle of her way, and 
sometimes higher ; but she never let go her hold) 
and was not discouraged. At last her strength, 
failed her : she stopt ; and another ant helped her 
to carry her load, which was one of the largest 
and finest grains of wheat that an ant can carry. 
It happens sometimes, ths^ a com slips out of 
their paws when they are climbing up ; they take 
hold of it again, when they can find it ; other- 
wise they look for another, or take something 
else, being ashamed to retum to the nest without 
bringing something. This I have experimented 
by taking away the grain which they looked for. 
All those experiments may easily be made by 

<^ 2 
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phy one that has patience ehou^)i: they dd Wot 
require ko great a patience as thiait <rf flit's ;btit 
few people are cap£ible of it.* Jt^« 
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Cpio tBe ant, thou sluggard ; connderher vrays, and 
tie VTse. Pro v. vi. 6. 

tt h^as been bb^erVed by writers of ihpraility, thai 
{p order to quickeh human industry, Providencfe 
b^s ko contrived it, thalt our daily food is not t6 
!)b procured witliout tnuch p^s arid labour. Thb 
chii^e of birds and beasts, the several art^ bf fish- 
ing v with all the different kinds of agriculture, 
^Ve necessary scenes of business, and give erii- 
ploynient to the greatest part of mankind. If we 
Took into the brute creation, we find all its indi- 
viduats engaged in a painful and laboiious way of 
life, to procure la. neceissary subsistence for them- 
,^lveS, or those that grow up under them. TlKe 
"preservation of their being, is the whole business 
of it. An idle man is therefore a kind of mori- 
ster -in the creation. All nature fs busy aboiit 
^ii^ ; every animal he ^ees reproaches hifti. L'^t 
J^uch a niari, who lies as a burdieri or dead weigttt 
Hipoh tKe spectes, ahd contributes nbthing either 
"to the l5ch6'si)f ihe ddiiiialoriWealth, or t6 tKe 
!t^ainten^6is of liiMi^d^^nd &hitly, cbhaider thiit 
instinct With H^ldh Prbvideneelias aidbW^d &ic 
aut, and by which Veihibiteiain cxaiii][)Ie of in- 
dustry to rational creatures. This is set forth 
under many surprising instances in the paper of 
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yesteVdaf , and in the conclusion of that narrative, 
Vhich is as follows : 

< Thus my ants were forced to make shift for a 
livelihood, when I had shut tip the garret, out of 
vrhich they used to fetch their provisionsi At 
Wt being sensible that it would oe a long tim^ 
before they could discover th^ small htap 6f com, 
tirhich I had laid up for them, I resolved to she^ 
it to them. 

< In order to know how fkr thdr industry could 
reach, I contrived an expedient, which had good 
success. The thing will i^pear incredible to 
those who never considered that all al)lmals of 
tile same kind, whicb form a society, are more 
knolvihg thsih others. I toc^ one of the largest 
ants, and direw her upon that small heap of wheat. 
She ivas so ^lad to fiiid herself at liberty^ that 
she ran away to her ii^st, without carrying off ^ 
^riain ; but she observed it : for an hour after M 
my ants had notice given them of such a provision ; 
and I saw most of them very busy in carrying 
away the com I had laid up in the room, i leave 
you to judge, whether it may not be scdd, that 
'they have apartlcularway'of communicating their 
iuiowledge to one anotber; -for odieYivisfe, hcflv 
could diey know, one or tw6 hours after, that tbei^e 
ivas com in thatt jdace ? it wa!s quickly exhaust- 
ed ; and I pvtt m mdre, but m a siniaH (fuantity, 
to know thfe true exttirtt of ^eirappetJte or fird- 
digious avarict ; for I make no^doubtbut ^6y Idy 
'tijp t>rovisiohs against l^e Sinnter. We read h In 
holy scripture ; a thousand experiments teatoh >^s 
the samte ; and I^^tidt bcHfrve tiiat «ny ^|>e^- 
iiibnt has beentnsfde that ^hews^thecdiiti^iy. 

* I haVe said b^re, iMt -there wei'e^rcearife* 
tiests in thkt box of toailei^re, which formed, If >I 
may say so, tlhitc dnTercrtt cities, ^ttrwA^ 
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the same laws, and observing the same order, 
and the same customs. However there was this 
difference, that the inhabitants of one of those 
holes seemed to be more knowing and industii- 
ous than their neighbours. The ants of that nest 
were disposed in a better order; the com was 
finer ; they had a greater plenty of provisions ; 
their nest was furnished with more inhabitants, 
and they were bigger and stronger. It was the 
principal and the capital nest. Nay, I obsenxd 
that those ants were distinguished from the rest, 
and had some pre-eminence over them. 

< Though the box full of earth, where the ants 
had made their settlement, was generally free 
from rain ; yet it rained sometimes upon it, when 
a certain wind blew. It was a great inconven- 
ience for those insects. Ants al*e afraid of water ; 
and when they go a great way in quest of pfh)vi- 
sions, and are surprised b^ the rain, they shelter 
themselves under some tile, or something else, 
and do not come out until the rain is over. The 
ants of the principal nest found out a wonderful 
expedient to keep out the rain : there was a small 
piece of a flat slate, which they laid over their 
nest in the day-time, when they foresaw it would 
rain, and almost every night. Above fifty of those 
little animals, especially the strongest, surround- 
ed that piece of slate, and drew it equally in a 
wonderful order. They removed it in the morn- 
ing^ and nothing could be more curious than to 
see those little animals about such a work. They 
had made the ground uneven about their nest, in- 
somuch that the slate did not lie flat upon it,but left 
a free passage underneath. The ants of the two 
other nests did not so well succeed in keeping 
out the rain. They laid over their holes seversi 
pieces of old and dry plaister one upon the other ;^ 
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btit they were &tiil troubled with the rain, and 
the next day they took a world of pains to repair 
the dalmaige. Hence it is, that those insects are 
so frequently found under tiles, where they settle 
themselves to avoid the rain. Their nests^ are at 
^i times covered with those tiles, without any 
incumbrance, and they lay out their corn and their 
dry ^arth in the sun about the tiles, as one may 
se^ ^very day. I took care to cove* the two ants* 
nests theit were troubled with the nun. As fof 
the capital nest, there was tio need of exercising 
my charity towards it. 

< M. de la Loubere says, in his relati6n of ^iti^ 
that in a certain part of that kingdom, which lies 
bpen to great inutidations, all the antd tnake theit 
dettlemetits upon trees. No ants' nests are to be 
seen any >Vhere else. I need not insert here what 
that author says about those insects : you iiitajr 
see his relation. 

* Hene foll6w6 a curious experiment^ which t 
made upon the same ground^ where I had three 
ants' nesti^. I tihdertook to make a fourth^ and 
went about it ih th6 foUbwing manner. Ih a 
comer of a kind of terrace, at a considerable dis- 
t^c^ tVom the bbx, I fbund a hole swarming w;th 
ants, much larger thah all those I had already 
seen ; bUt they were not io -^ell provided with 
com, nor under so good a government. I made 
a hole in the box like that of an ant's nest) and 
laid, as it were, the foundation of a new city. 
Aheh/i^rd^ t got as many ants as I could out of 
the nest in thfe terrace, and put them into a bot- 
tle, to givie them ia tit^w habitation in my box ; 
and becsiu^ I HvaS afrdd they would return to 
the t^rrabe, 1 destroyed tlieir old nest, pouring 
boilihg ^ter into die hble, to kill those ants that 
remained in it. In the next. '^Vaic.^^\^N«.^^5a^ 
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new hole with the ants that were in the bottle ; 
but none of them would stay in it. They went 
away in less than two hours ; which made me 
believe, that it was impossible to make a fourth 
settlement in my box, 

'Two or three days after, going acci4entally 
over the terrace, I was muph surprised to see 
the ants* nest which I had destroyed, very artfully 
repaired. I resolved then to destroy it entirely, 
and to settle those ants in my box. To succeed 
in my design, I put some gunpowder and brim- 
stone into their hole, and sprung a mine, where- 
by the whole nest was overthrown ; and then I 
carried as many ants as I could get, into the place 
which I desigpiQd for them. It happened to be a 
very rainy day, and it rained all night ; and th6re« 
fore they remained in the new hole all that time. 
In the morning, when the rain was ov^r, most of 
them went away to repair their old habitation ; 
but finding it impracticable by reason of the 
smell of the powder and brimstone, which kills 
them, they came back ag^ain, and settled in the 
place I had appointed for them. They quickly 
grew acquainted with their neighbours, and re- 
ceived from them all manner of assistance out of 
their holes. As for the inside of their nest, none 
but themselves were concerned in it, according to 
the inviolable laws established among those an- 
imals. 

< An ant never goes into any other nest but 
her own ; and if she should venture to do it, she 
would be turned out, and severely punished. I 
have often taken an ant out of one nest, and put 
her into another ; but she quickly came out, be- 
ing warmly pursued by two or three other ants. 
I tried the same experiment several times with 
tho same .ant ; but at last the other ants gre^ 
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impatient) and tore her to pieces; I havi^ often 
frighted some ants with my fingers, and pursued 
them as far as another hole, stopping all the pas- 
sages to prevent their going to their own nest. 
It was very natural for them to fly into the next 
hole. Many a man would not be so cautious, and 
would throw himself out of the wmdows, or into 
a well, if he were pursued by assassins. But 
the ants I am speaking of avoided going into any 
other hole but their own, and rather tried all oth- 
er ways of making their escape. They never 
fled into another nest, but at the last extremity ; 
and sometimes chose rather to be taken, as I have 
often experienced. It is therefore an iilviolable 
custom among those insects, not to go into any 
other hole but their own. They do not exercise 
hospitality ; but they- are very ready to help one 
another out of their holes. They put down their 
loads at the entrance of a neighbouring nest; and 
those that live in it carry them in. 

* They keep up a sort of trade among them- 
selves ; and it is not true that those insects are 
not for lending: I know the contrary. They lend 
their corn ; they make exchanges ; they are al- 
ways ready to serve one another ; and I cl?i as- 
sure you, that more time and patience would have 
enabled me to observe a thousand things more 
curious and wonderful than what I have mention- 
ed. For instance, how they lend and recover 
loans ; whether it be in the same quantity; or 
with usury : whether they pay the strangers that 
work for them, &c. I do not think it impossible 
to examine all those things : and it would be a 
great curiosity to know by what maxims they 
govern themselves. Perhaps such a knowledge 
might be of some use to us. 
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^ They are never attacked by ^ ene|iue3 in a 
body^ as it is reponjed of bees. Their only fear 
proceeds from birds, wj^ch ^on^uet^ime^ eat their 
pom when they lay it out in the $\in ; but they 
keep It under ground when they s^re afraid of 
thieve^. JLt h ssdd that some bird^ eat them ; but 
I never saw any instance of it. Tl^ey are also 
infested by small worms; but they turn the^n out 
and kill them* lohserved that they punish those 
ants which probably had be^n wanting tp their 
duty; i^ay, sometimes they ^led them^ which 
they did in the following manner. Three or four 
ants fell upon one, and pulled her several ways, 
until she was torn in pieces. Generally speak- 
ing, they live veiy qidetly; frpnfi whence J infer 
that tliey have a very severe discipline among 
IheiQ^elves, to keep so good an oirder; or that 
^ey are g^reat lovers of peace, if they imye no oc- 
Pa^ion lor any discipline. 

^ Was tliere «ver a greater union ,in any .com- 
monwealth ? Every thing'is coipmonamongUiem; 
which is not to be seen apy where else. Bees, 
.of which w;e are told so Qiany wonderful thizigs, 
iiave each of them a hole ;in tl^eir hives; tKeir 
lK>ney is their own; every bee minds her own 
^pncerns. ^ho same may be said of jdl other 
Iknimals. They frequently figh^, to deprive oQie ap- 
jpther^^f their portion. It is not sp wlthant^ ; they 
'iiave cipthing j9f their own ; a gprain of corfi^which 
1^1 jv^t pai^eg hpme, is .deposited ,in ,a common 
^l^^k* It is opt designed for her own use, but 
jorthewhole pompAumty; there is .no distinction 
jt>etw^n a private x^id a common in^prest. A^ 
^t n^ver ,¥Hdrks ^r herself, l^i^t fprthe.spqedr. 

< WlMitev<er misfprtune happens^ tp < ^^m, their 
care and industry find out a remedy ^or ijt;, np- 
thing tiscQurages them. If you destroy their 



^o. 158. GUARDIAN. 155' 

nests, they will be repaired in two days. Any 
body may easily see how difficult it is to drive 
them out of their habitations, without destrojring 
the inhabitants ; for as long as tiiere areany lef^ 
they will maintain their ^rpund. 

< I had almost forgot to tell you, sir, that mer^ 
cury has hitherto proved a mortal poiscMi for 
them ; and that it is the most effectual way of 
destroying those insects^ I can do something for 
them in this case : perhaps you will hear in a lit- 
tle time that I have reconciled them to mercury.* 
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Gno9stus hac JRhddatnanthuf habet durUtima regno ,- 
Castigatcjfue, auditque dole* ; subigiupie fateri 
^uc quia apud super oSfJurto latattu zMtmi, 
I^istuUt in sertmi ccmmissa piacula morttnu 

Viae. Mn. vi, 566. 

These are the reahns of unr^enting fate : 
And awfttlRhadaiiianthus rules the sUte. 
He hears and judges each coaiunitted crime ; 
IiiqiMres Mito the manner^ place, and time. 
Ther conscious wretch must all bis.^cts reveal, 
I«Qth to confess, unable to conceal. 
From tSe first moment of his vital breath. 
To the last hour of unrepentingdea^. IXaYDEN. 

I WAS yestesday pursuing the hkit which I laen- 
tioned ixrzRf laLst pnper^ and Comparing together 
the industry of man wkhthat g£ other creatures ; 
in whidi I could not but observe^ that noticUiKt- 
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standing we are pbliged by duty to keep ourselves 
in constant employ, after the same maiilner as in- 
ferior animals are prompted to it by instinct, we 
&11 very short of them in this particular. We 
are here the more inexcusable, because there is a 
greater variety of business to which we may ap- 
ply ourselves. Reason opens to us a large field 
of affairs, which other creatures are not capable 
of. Beasts of prey, and I believe all other kinds, 
in their natural state of being, divide their time 
between action and rest. They are always at 
work, or asleep. In short, their waking hours are 
wholly taken up in seeking after their food, or in 
consuming it. The human species only, to the 
great reproach of our natures, are filled with com- 
plaint, that < the day^hangs heavy on them,' that 
* they do not know what to do with themselves,* 
that <they are at a loss how to pass away their 
time,' with many of the like shameful murmurs, 
which we often find in the mouths of those who 
are styled ^reasonable beings.' How monstrous 
are such expressions among preatures, who have 
the labours of the mind, as well as those of the 
body, to furnish them with proper employments ? 
Who, besides the business of their proper call- 
ings and professions, can apply theniselves to the 
duties of religion, to meditation, to the reading 
of useful books, to discourse ! In a word, who 
may exercise themselves in the unbounded pur^ 
suits of knowledge and Virtue, and evQry hour of 
their lives make themselves wiser or better than 
they were before I 

After having been taken up for some time in 
this course of thought, I diverted myself with a 
book according to my usual custom, in order to 
unbend my mind before I went to sleep. The 
book I made use of oti this occasion was Lucian>. 
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where I anluscd rriy thoughts for about an hour 
among the dialogues of the dead, which in all 
probability produced the following dream. 

I was conveyed, methought, into the entrance 
of the infernal regions, where I saw Rhadaman- 
thus, one of the judges of the dead, seated in his 
tribunal. On his left hand stood the keeper of 
Erebus, on the right the keeper of Elysium* I 
was told he sat upon women that day,' there be- 
ing several of the sex lately arrived who had not 
yet their mansions assigned them. I was sur- 
prised to hear him ask every one of them the 
same question, namely, < What they had been 
doing ?' Upon this question being proposed to 
the whole assembly, they stared one upon another^ 
as not knowing what to answer. He then inter- 
rogated each of them separately. ' Madam,' says 
he to the first of them, < you have been upon the 
earth abov^ fifty years : what have you been do- 
hig there all this while ?' < Doing T says she, * re- 
ally I do not knowVhat I have been doing : I 
desire I may have time given me to recollect.' 
After about half an hour's pause she told him, 
that she had been playing at crimp ; upon which 
Rhadamanthus beckoned to the keeper on liis left 
hand, to take her into custody. *• And you, madani,' 
says the judge, 'that look with such a soft and 
languishing air ; I think you set out for this place 
in your nine and twentieth year, and what have 
you been doing all this while ?' ' I had a great 
deal of business on my hands,' says she, < being 
taken up the first twelve years of life, in dressing 
a jointed baby, and all the remaining part 'of it in 
reading plays and romances.' * Very well,' says 
he^ « you have employed your time to good pur- 
pose. Away with her I' The next was a ^laixv 
countrywoman. ' < Well, tnislt^^^i «W3^ '^^^^^^ 
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inanthus> ' and what hare you been doing ?' « An*t 
plealse your worship,' says she, ^ I^ did not iiv6 
quit^ forty years ; and in that time brought my 
husband seven daughters, made him nine thousand 
cheeses, and left my eldest girl with him, to look 
after his house in my absence, and who, I may 
venture to say, is as pretty a housewife as any in 
the country.' Rhadamanthus smiled at the sim- 
plicity of the good woman, and ordered the keep- 
er of Elysium to take her into his care. ^ And 
you, fair lady,' says he, * what have jroube^a doing 
the^e five and thirty years V < I have been doing 
no hurt, I assure you, sir,' says she. * That is 
well,' said he ; « but what good have you bee0 
doing ?' The lady was in great confusion at this 
question, and not knowing what to answer, the 
two keepers leaped out to seize her at the same 
time ; the one took her by the hand to eonvey 
her to Elysium, the other caught hold of her to 
carry her away to Erebtts. But Rhadamanthus 
observing an ingenuous modesty in her counte- 
nance and behaviour, bid them both let her loosci 
and set her aside for a re-examination when he 
was more at leisure. An old woman, of a proud 
and sour look, presented herself at the bar, ai^ 
being asked, what she had been doing ? ^ Truly,' 
says she, « I lived three score and ten years in a 
very wicked world, and was so angry at the be* 
baviour pf a parcel of young fiirts-^that I passed 
most of my last years in condemning the folUet 
of the times ; I was every day blaming tlie silly 
conduct of people about me, in order to deter 
those I conversed with, from falling into the liko 
errors and miscarriages.' < Very well,' says Rha- 
damanthus, ( but did you keep the same watd^ 
ftil eye over your own actions 1* * Why truly,' 
sMys shCf < X was so taken u^ with ^uliUflteig thff 
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&ults of odiers, that I had no time to consider 
my own.' < Madam,' says Rhadamanthus, < be 
pleased to file off to the left, ^d make room for 
the venerable matron that stands behind you.' 
* Old gentlewoman,' says he,, < I think you are 
fourscore. You have heardthequestionf what have 
you been doing so long in the world ?* « Ah, sir,* 
says she, «I have been doing what I should not 
have done^ but I had inade a firm resolution to 
have changed my life, if I had not been snatclied 
off by an untimely end.' ' Madam, says he, « you 
will please to follow your leader ;' and spying 
anothei* of the same age, interrogated her in the 
same foi^m. To which the matron replied, « I 
have been the wife of a husband who was as dear 
to me in his old age as in his youth. I have 
been a mother, ai^d very* happy in my children, 
whom I endeavoured to bring up in every thing 
that is good. My eldest son is blest by the poor, 
and beloved by every one that knows him. I 
lived within my own family, and left it more weal- 
thy than I found it.' Rhadamanthus, who knew 
the value of the old lady, smiled upon her in such 
a manner, that the keeper of Elysium, who knew 
his ofiice, reached out his hand to her. He no 
sooner touched her but her wiinkles vanished, 
her eyes sparkled, her cheeks glowed with 
blushes, and she appeared in full bloom and beau- 
ty. A.ypung woman observing that this officer, 
who conducted the happy to Elysium, was ^o 
great a beautifier, longed to be in his hands ; so 
that pressing through the crowd, she was the 
next that appeared at the b^r ; and being asked 
what she had been doing the five and twenty yeaf s 
she had passed in the world, «I have endeavour* 
ed,' says she, < ever since I came to years of dis- 

R 2 
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cretiaiiifto make myself lovely^ and gaki^^admireffi. 
la order to it, I passed my time in bottliiig uff 
May-dew, inventing white-washesy.miaBiii^coioarSf 
cutting out patches, consultiog my g^asst snttjii^ 
my complexion,, tearing off my txickcar, audcjog 
n^y stays*—' Rhadamanthus without heating faer 
out^ gave the sign to take her off. U^n the a^^- 
proach of the keeper of Erebus her codour fedol^ 
her face was. puckered up with.wr]iiicles9 aiklher 
whole peraon lost in deformity. 

I was then surprised with a distaaat sound ofsr 
whole troop of females that came forward^ kuigb- 
ingv sing^g, and dancing. I was very desirmn; 
to know the reception they would meet with, and 
witlial was very apprehensive, that Rhadamaao 
thus would spoil their mirth : but at their neafrer 
approach' the noise gr^ so very great that it 
^iwakened me; 

I lay some time, reflecting in myself ou tiie 
oddness of this dream^ and could not forbear ask- 
ing my own heart, what I was doing ? I answered 
niyself, that I was writing Guardians. If my 
yeaders maJ^ as good use of this work as I de- 
^n they should, I hope it will never be imputed 
ta me as a work that is vain and unprofitable. 

I ^all conchide this paper with recommendiBig' 
to.them tho same sfa(»t self-examination. If ev- 
ei^ one of them frequently lays his. hand upon 
hi» heait, and considers what he is doing> it will 
cheeiL him in all the idle, or what is worse, the 
^eiotts moments' of life,. Uft^ up his mind v(hea it 
is runmng^on in- ft^seriett. of indiflerent actions, 
and eaoonimge him when he is^ngm^ad in tbosr 
winch aire' virtiious and laudable. In a wcvd, it 
will very: much alleviate that guilt wMdt the best 
efmen ha^w reason to acknowledge in their daily 
--ctinfessions^ of < leaving undone those things 
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lliey cmg^ltt to have done» «iiid of doii% 
tiiose things wmch they ought not to hate done.' 
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Prasens vel itno tollere de gradu 
Mortdle corpus, vel svperbos 
Verterejuheribus triumphos. 

HoR. 1 Od. XXXV. 2. 

Whose force is strong', and quick to raise 
The lowest, to the highest place ; 

Or vrith a wond*rous fall 

To bring the haughty lower. 
And turn proud triumphs to a funeral. Creech. 

« Haviko read over your paper of Tuesday last,, 
in which you recommend the pursuits of wisdom 
and knowledge to those of the fair sex, who have 
much time lying upon ^eir hands, atnd among 
otiier motives majie use c^ this, tliat several wo- 
men, thus accomplished^ have ndsed thetnselves 
hy'it to oonnd^rable posts of honour and fortune : 
I shall hog leave to give you an instance df Uiis^ 
kind, whidi^many now living can testify the truth 
of^ and Miiich I can assufe yoo ia matter of &ct. 
< About twelve yeans ago^ I was fimdliarly ac* 
qiiMinted wkh a gentleanai^/wlur Iras in a post 
that brouigfot him a yieavlyr ;rcrrenu€fy sofident to^ 
Icve very handsoiiieiy upiin. life had a wife^ anii 
no ctitd'but a dauglvter, whom he bred up^ as I 
thought,, too high {or. one tiMtt oo^Vsi ^ss|mK. t«s 
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other foituhe than such j one as her iather could 
raise out of the income of his place ; which as 
they managed it was scarce sufficient for their 
ordinary expenses. Miss Betty had always the 
best sort of clothes, and was hardly allowed to 
keep company but with those above her rank ; 
so that it was no wonder she grew proud and 
haughty towards those she looked upon as her in- 
feriors. There lived by them a barber who had 
a daughter about miss's age, that could speak 
French, had read several books at her leisure 
hours, and was a perfect mistress of her needle« 
and in all kinds of female manufacture. She was 
at the same time a pretty, modest, witty girt 
She was hired to come to miss an hour or two 
every day, to talk French with her, and teach her 
to work ; but miss always treated her with great 
contempt ; and when Molly gave her any advicei 
rejected it with scorn. 

< About the same time several young fellows 
made their addresses to miss Betty, who had in- 
deed a great deal of wit and beauty, had they 
not been infected with so much vanity and self- 
conceit. Among the rest was a plain sober young 
man, who loved her almost to distraction. His 
passion was the common talk of the ne^hbour* 
hood, who used to be often discoursing of Mr. 

T 's angel, for that was the name he always 

gave her in ordinary conversation. As- his dr- 
cumstances were very , indifferent^ he being a 
younger brother, Mrs. Betty rejected him widi 
disdam. , Insomuch that the young man, as is 
usual among those who are crossed in love, put 
himself aboard the fleet, with a resolution to seek 
his fortune, and forget his mistress. This was 
very happy for him, for in a very few years, be- 
ing concerned in several captures, he brought 
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home with him an estate of about twelve thou- 
sand pounds. 

<>Meanwhile days and years went on, miss lived 
hig^9 and learnt but little, most of her time being 
•mplojred in reading plays and practi^ng to 
dance, in which she arrived at great perfection. 
When qi a sudden, at a change of ministry, her 
&ther lost his place^ and was forced to leave Lon*- 
don^ where he cpuld no longer live upon the foot 
he had formerly done« Not many years after I 
was told the poor gentleman was dead, and had 
kdft his widow and daughter in a very desolate con- 
dition, but I could not learn where to find them, 
though I made what inquiry I could, and I must 
own, I immediately suspected their pride would 
not suffer them to be seen or relieved by any df 
^leir former acquaintance. I had left inquiring 
after them for some years^ when I happened, not 
long i^o, as I was asking at a house for a gen- 
^eman I had some business with, to be Ud into 
1 parlour by a handsome young womatr, who 1 
presently fancied was that very daughter I had 
so long sought in vain. My suspicion increased, 
ndien I observed her to blush at the sight of me, 
and to avoid, as much as possible, looking- upon, 
or speaking to me ; ^^ Madam," said I, << are not 
you Mrs. Such-a-one ?" At wMch words the tearg 
ran down her cheeks, and she would fain have 
retired without giving me an answer ; but I stop- 
ped her, and being to wsdt a while for the gen- 
tleman I was to speak to, I resolved j;iot to lose 
this opportunity of satisfying my curiosity* 'I 
could not well discern by her dress, which was 
gemeel though not fine, whether she was the 
unstress of the house^or only a servant; but 
supposing her to be the first, <^ I am glad, mad- 
aoA,*' aasd I, «< alter having loii% vcw^c^^^ 'v^^ 
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you, to hav^ so happily met with yau^ and tp find 
you mistress of so fine a place." These words 
were like to have spoiled all, and threw her into 
such a disorder, that it was some time i>efore she 
.could recover herself; but as soon as she- was 
able to speak, "Sir," said she, "you arc mis^ 
taken ; I am but a servant." Her voice fell hi 
these last words, and she burst again into tears. 
I was sorry to have occasioned . in her so much 
grief and confusion, and said what I could to 
comfort her. "Alas, sir," said she, "my condi- 
tion is much better than I deserve, I have th« 
l^indest and best of women for my mistress. She 
is wife to the gentleman you come to speak with- 
al. You know her very well, and have often seen 
her with me." To make my story short, I found 
that my late friend's daughter was now a servant 
to the barber's daughter, whom she had formerly 
treated so disdainfully. The gentleman at whose 
house I now was, fell in love with Moll, and be- 
ing master of a great fortune, married her, and 
lives with her as happily, and as much to his sat- 
isfaction as he could desire. He treats her with 
all the friendship and respect possible, but not 
with more than her behaviour and good qualities 
deserve. And it was with a great deal of pleas- 
ure I heard her maid dwell so long upon her com- 
mendation. She informed me, that after her 
fathei*'s death, her mother and she lived for a 
while together in great poverty. But her moth- 
er's spint jiould not bear the thoughts, of asking^ 
relief of any of her own, or her husband's ac- 
quaintance, so they retired from all their friends, 
until they were providentially discovered by this 
new -married woman, who heaped on them favours 
upon favours. Her mother died shortly after^ 
who; while she lived, was better pleased to see 
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her daughter a beggar, than a servant ; but being 
freed by her death, she was taken into this gen- 
tlewoman's family, where she now lived, though 
much more like a frien4 or a companion, than like 
a servant. 

< I went home full of this strange adventure ; 
and tibout a week after, chancing to^be in com- 
pany with Mr. T. the rejected lover, whom I 
mentioned in the beginning of my letter, I told 
him the whole story of his angel, not questioning 
but he would feel on this occasion, the usual 
pleasures of a resenting lover, when he hears 
that fortune has avenged him of the- cruelty of 
his mistress. As I was recounting to him at 
large these several particulars, I observed that 
he covered his face with his hand, and that his 
breast heaved as though it would have bursted, 
which I took at first to have been a fit 6f laughr 
ter ; but upon lifting up his head, I saw his eyes 
all red with weeping. He forced a smile at the 
end of my story, and we parted. ^ 

* About a fortnight after I received fr6m him 
the following letter. 

< DEAR SIR, 

< I AM infinitely. obliged to you for bringing me 
news of my angel. I have since married her, 
and think the low circumstances she was reduced 
to a piece of good luck to both of us, since it has 
quite removed that little pride and vanity, which 
was the pnly part of her character that I disliked, 
and given me an opportunity of shewing her the 
constant and sincere affection whieh I professed 
10 her in the time of her prosperity. 
'^. Yours, R. T.' 
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SolwrUur risntabuU, pi niutu» abibis. 

HoR. 2 Sat. i. ver» ulf , 

IMITATED. 

My lords the judges laugh, and you're disinis8*d. 

Pope. 

From writing the history of lions, I lately wentT 
off to that of ants; but to my great surprise, I 
find thfeit some of my good readers have taken 
this last to be a work of invention, which was on- 
ly- a plain narrative of matter of &ct. They will 
several of them have it that my last Thursday 
and Friday's papers* are full of concealed satire^ 
and that I have attacked people in the shape of 
pismires, whom I durst not meddle with in the 
shape of men. I must confess that I write with 
&ar and trem^ing, ever since that ingenious per- 
son the Examiner, in his little pamphlet, which 
was to make way for one of his following papers, 
found out treason in the word exfiecu 

But I shalk^ for the future, leave my friend to 
muiage the controversy in a separslte work, be- 
ing unwilling to fill wi& disputes a paper which 
was undertaken purely out of good^will to my 
countrymen. I must therefore declare that those 
jeak)Usies and susiuciotfts, whkh have been raised 
m some weak minds, 1^ means of the two above- 
mi^tioned diseoursee concerning ants or pis- 
mires, are altogether groundless. There is xpt 
an emiaetin sdl thatwiMitenarrative whois either 

• Nos. 157. 158. 
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whig or tory ; and I could wishy that the individ- 
uals of all paitiea among usy had the good of their 
country at hearty and endeavoured t« advance tf; 
by the same spirit of frugality, jtistice) and mu- 
tual benevolence, as ate visibly exetd^ed by the 
members of those Httle com^ontveaithft. 

After this short pre&ce, I shall iay before kaf 
reader & letter or two which occasioned it. 

^ MR. IRONSIDE, 

< I HAVE laid a wager with a friend of liiiife 
about the pigeotis that used to pieck up the com 
which belonged to the ants. I say that by t^etfe 
pigeons you meah the Palaunes. He willfieeds 
have it that they wdre the Dutch. We both 
agree that the papers upon the strings wete 
paemphlets. Examiners, luid the like. We b^ 
ypu will satbfy us in this particular, because the 
wager is very considerable, and you will tmlth 
obi^ twd of your DAitY 11»ai>er8.' 

< OI«D IRON, 

"* Wft Y SO rusty ? will you never leave your in- 
uendoesi Do fM think it hard to ^nd out who 
is the tuHp in ^our la&t Thursday's fiapbr ? Or 
can yoti imi^^iie ^lat three nests of ants ^ suoh 
a disguisjs, thfeit the plainest reader caBnet see 
tbree kk^gdoms through it ? The blowing^ of 
aiieigbbeiuiing settlement, where^theve was a race 
of |>oor befi^rly >ant^ under a w<»^9e form^of geiv- 
eminent, Is >npt %o difHeuk to be ^explained as 
you 'imagine. Dun^tk is ndt yet demotished. 
irour'antsare>ehel¥>ies to fain, are they 1 OldBir- 
fmngham, no more <^ )i«ur ants, if yoU don't lil- 
ted to s^ -up <a:iie6t of hornets. 
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^ DEAR OUARDIANt 

< Calling in yesterday at a coffee-house in the 
city, I saw a very short, corpulent^ angry man 
reading your paper about the ants. I observed 
that he reddened and swelled over every sentence 
of it. After having perused it throughout, he 
laid it down upon the table, called the woman of 
the coiibe-house to him, and asked her in a ma- 
gisterial voice, if she knew what she did in tak- 
ing such papers ! The woman was in such a con- 
fusion, that I thought it a piece of charity to in- 
terpose in her behalf, and asked him whether he 
had found any thing in it of dangerous import ? 
« Sir," said he, " it is a republican paper from 
one end to the other, and if the author had his 
deserts"— ~He here grew so exceeding choleric 
and fierce, that he could not proceed ; till after 
having recovered himself, he laid his finger upon 
the following sentence, and read it with a very 
stem voice—" Though ants are very knowing, I 
don't take thenv to be conjurors : and therefore 
they could not guess that I had put some com in 
that room. I pterceived for several days that they 
were very much perplexed, and went a great way 
to fetch their provisions I was not willing for some 
time to make them more\easy: for I had a niind 
to know whether they would at last find out the 
treasure, and see it at a great distance, and whe- 
ther smelling enabled them to know what is good 
for their nourishment." Then throwing the paper 
upon the table — ^« Sir," says he, « these things 
are not to be suffered — I would engage out of 
this sentence to draw up an indictment that"— 
He here lost his voice a second time in the ex- 
tremity of his rage ; and the whole company, who 
were all of them tories, bursting out into a sud- 
den laugh, he threw down his penny iq great 
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wrath, iind retired with a most formidable frown. 
« This, sir, I thought fit to acquaint you with, 
that you ijaay make what use of it you please.' I 
only wish you would sometimes diversify your 
papers with many other pieces of natural history, 
whether of insects or animals ; this being a sub- 
ject which the most common reader is capable of 
understanding, and which is very diverting in its 
nature ; besides that, it highly redounds to the 
praise of that Being who has inspired the seve- 
ral parts of the sensitive world with such won- 
derful and different kinds of instinct as enable 
them to provide for themselves, and preserve 
their species in that state of existence^ wherein 
they are placed. There is no party concerned in 
speculations of this nature, which, instead of in- 
flaming those unnatural heats that prevail among 
us, and take up most of our thoughts may di- 
vert our minds to subjects that are useful, and 
suited to reasonable creatures. Dbsertations of 
this kind are the more proper for your purpose, 
as they do not require any depth of mathematics, 
or any previous science to qualify the reader for 
the understanding of them. To this I might add, 
that it is a shame for men to be ignorant of these 
worlds of wonders which are transacted in the 
midst of them, and not be acquainted with those 
objects which are every where before their eyes. 
To Uiis I further might add, that several are of 
opinion, there is no other use in many of these 
creatures than to furnish matter of contempla- 
tion and Wonder to those inhabitants of the earth, 
who are its only creatures that are capable of it* 

I am. Sir, 

your constant reader, 

and humble servant.' 
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After Having presented my reader wkh this 
set of letters which are all upon the same sub> 
ject, I shall here insert one that has no relation 
to it. 9ut it has always been my maxim never to 
refuse going out of my way to do any honest man 
a service, especially when I have an interest in it 
myself. 

^ MOST VBNBRABLB NESTOB, 

< As you are a, person that very eminently dis- 
tinguish yourself in the promotion of the public 
good) I desire your friendship in signifying to tlui 
town wh|it concerns the greatest good of life, 
health. I «do assure you, sir, there is in a vault un* 
der the Exchange ip Comhill,over against Pope's- 
head*^ley, a parcel of French wines, f^U of the 
seeds of good humour, cheerfulness, and fHendly 
mirth. I have been told, the learned of our na- 
Uon agree, there is no sucl| thing as brUiery m 
liquors ; therelbre I shall presume to send you 
of it, lest you should thin)L it inconsistent with in- 
tegrity to recommend what yo|i do not under- 
stand by experience. In the mean dme please to 
insert this, that every man may judge for him- 
self. 

I am, Sir, &c/ 
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—IncoCtufn generoso pectus honesto, Pers. Sat. ii, 74. 

A genuine virtue of a vigorous kind. 

Pure in the lust recesses of tlie mind. Drydb:^. 

Every principle that is a motive to good actions 
ought to be encouraged, since men are of so dif- 
ferent a make, that the same principle does not 
work equally upon all minds. What some men 
are prompted to by conscience, duty, or religion, 
which are only different names for the same 
thing, others are prompted to by honour. 

The sense of honour is of so fine and delicate 
a nature, that it is only to be mnet with in minds 
which are naturally noble, or in such as- have 
been cultivated .by good examples, oi' a refined 
education. This paper therefore is chiefly de- 
signed for those who by means of any of these 
advantages are, or ought to be actuated by this 
glorious principle. 

But as nothing is more pernicious than a prin- 
ciple of action, when it is misunderstood, I shall 
consider honour with respect to three sorts of 
iden. First of all, with regard to those who have 
a right notion of it. Secondly, with regard to those 
who have a mistaken notion of it. And thirdly, 
with regard to those who treat it as chimerical, 
and turn it into ridicule. 

In the first place, true honour, though it be a 
different principle from religion, is that which 
produces the same effects. The lines of action, 
though drawn from different parts, termiu^iLe. \^ 
the same point. Religion embw-ct^ \\t\sva^^^^2^ 



^ GUARmAN* No, 161. 

is enjoined by the laws of God ; honour, as it is 
graceful to human nature. The religious man 
tears, the man of honour scorns to do an ill ac- 
tion* The latter considers vice as something that 
is beneath him, the other as something that is 
offensive to t^ Divine Being. The oi^e as what 
is unbecoming, the other as what is forbidden. 
Thus Seneca speaks in the natural and genuine 
language of a man of honour, when he declai*es 
that were there no God to see or punish vice, he 
"^srould not commit it, because it is of so me^, 
8o base, and so vile a nature. 

I shall conclude this head with the description 
ef honour in the part of young Ji^ba ; 

V Honour's a sacred tie, the law of kings. 

The noble mind's distinguishing perfection. 

That aids and strengthens virtue where it meets her. 

And imitates her actions wh^re she is not. 

It ought not to be sported wHb -«-r- — * C ato. 

In ^the second place, we are tp consid^ef jlliose 
who have mistaken notions of honour. And these 
are such as establish any thing to themselvc^sIo>r 
a point of honour, which is contrary ^ith^i* to 
iiic laws of God, or of t)ieir country ; wjio ^^^k 
it mor<e honourable to reyenge t)ianto (iQ^iv«.|ui 
iDJury; whpwa^L^ no scruple qf telling a Ue,bpit 
would pmt any m^ ito death that accuses ^e^i q( 
h : who ^re more careful to ;guac4 their ^repu^- 
tion by their courage, than by their virtue. l*rue 
fordtude i$ indeed so becoming in human natui^e^ 
that he who wants it scarce ,desie^y;es the^ns^e of 
« m^^ but we fi^id se^e;]:^ .who j|o ifo^c^ abiuse 
^s 1^011} tha^ they J>^ce the Wfhqle iq4^ ^ 
lipnow ip ft kjtfid qf brutal -course ;jhy >vr^k^ 
Qieans we have had many ^ppg ^» yrhp £^e 
f^jUjM .th|n»s^«s 0^n of liq^^Rr) that ^i^p^ld halce 
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been a ^8gra.ce to a ^bbejt. Ifi a wor^, t)i<( xi^a^ 
who s^icrijlices ;a#y 4l^ty gf a reasonable creature 
to a prev^iing pp4e or f^^hion, lyho loqisA upon 
any thiog as l^q^ral4e t^ i§ displeasifig Xq his 
Maker, or d^estrucUye to ^ociejtyi ^o l^ii^s 
himself obliged by this p^riiiipiple to the pr;^e^ce 
of some virtues an4 not gf pthera, i^ by fio i|9^i>s 
to be reckoned among truejBen qfhpap^r. 

Timogenes wa^ ^ lively i|i^ta]i;ce of o^e actu- 
ated by false hotu>ur. Two^enes wq\^14 S9U)^ ajt 
a man's jest who ridicul^ his leaker, ai^d at th^ 
same time riMi a i;Dan trough the bo^y that spoK^ 
ill of ^his friend. Timpge;ae3 would have scorn- 
ed to hi^yp betrayed a secret, that ly^s intru&(iCi4 
with himi thougph the fajte of his country de^e^4- 
e4 .^po;n the discovery of it. Timogenes took 
away the life <Gf ji young fellow jin a duel, for havV 
ing sppjken ^ji of Belinda, ^ lady whom he .him- 
self had seduced in her youth, and betrayed into 
want and ignominy. To close his character, Timo- ' 
genes, after having ruined several poor trades- 
men's families who had trusted him, sold his es- 
tate to satisfy his creditors ; but, like a man of 
honour, disposed of all the mioney he could make 
of it, in paying off his play debts, or, to speak in 
his own language, l\is diebts of honour. 

In the third place, we are to consider those 
persons, who treat this principle as chimerical, 
and turn it into ridicule. Men who are profess- 
edly of no honour, are of a more profligate and 
abandoned nature than even those who are actu- 
ate4 1^ faKe notions c^k, a9 ih^Tt are mpre hopes 
of ^ heretic t^Mi jpf a^ ^h^iftt* ThjB^ «pn9 of }n- 
fiyjiy consider ft WQur wih oW %I*»Xi in ^e 
play befosre n^.eiitionQd, as a-fln^ ipuL^iuy oo^ipn 
Uiat leads §kstray yoiuig .unexperienced i^en^ and 
^ws Ui^lDEiiQtP real iivi^scVaje^^^) niYaV^^^H ^^^ 
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engaged in the pursuits of a shadow. These are 
generally persons who, in Shakspeare's phrase, 
< are worn and hackneyed in the ways of men ;* 
whose imaginations are grown callous, and have 
lost all those delicate sentiments which are 
natural to minds that are innocent and unde- 
prayed. Such old battered nuscreants ridicule 
every thing as romantic that comes in competi- 
tion with their present interest, and treat those 
persons as visionaries, who dare stand up in a 
corrupt age for what has not its immediate re- 
ward joined to it. The talents, interest, or ex- 
perience of such men, make them very often 
useful in all parties, and at all times. But what- 
ever wealth and dignities they may arrive at, they 
ought to consider, that every one stands as a blot 
in the annals of his country who arrives at the 
temple of honour by any other way than through 
that of virtue. 



N*> 162. WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 16, 1713. 



Proprium hoc esse prudenti^, conciiiare sibi anhno9 honwami 
et ad ustu st^s adjungere. \ Cicero. 

The art of prudence lies in g^ning the esteem of the 
world, and turning it to a man's own advantage. 

1 WAS the other day in company at my lady Liz- 
ard's, when there came in among us their cou- 
sin Tom, who is one of those country squires that 
set up for plain honest gentlemen who speak 
their mindls. Tom is in short a lively impudent 
clowttf and ha& wit emough to b&^e made him a 
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pleasant companion, had it been polished s^ rec- 
tified by good manners. Tom had not been a 
quatter of an hour with us, before he set every, 
one in the compfiny a blushing, by some blunt 
question, or unlucky observation. He asked the 
Sparkler, if her wit had yet got her a husband ; 
and tqld her eldest sister she looked a little wan 
under the eyes, and that it was time for her to 
look about her, if she did not design to lead apes 
in the other world. The good lady Lizard, who 
suffers more than her daughters on such an occa- 
sion, desired her cousin Thomas with a smile^ 
not to be so severe on his relations; to which 
the booby replied, with a rude country laugh, ^ If 
I be not fnistaken, aunt, you were a mother at 
fifteen, and why do you expect that your daughters 
should be maids till fi^ve and twenty 1' I endea- 
voured to divert the discourse; when without 
taking notice of what I said, f Mr. ironside,' says 
Jie, < you fill my ccmsins* heads with your fine 
notions, as you call them ; can you teach them 
to make a pudding?' I must confess he put me 
out of countenance w^h his rustic raillery, so 
that I made some excuse, and left the room. 

This fellow's behaviour made me reflect on the 
usefulness of complaisance, to make all conver- 
sation agreeable. Tlus, though in itself it \)t 
scarce reckoned in the number of moral virtuesi 
is that which gives a lustre to every talent a man 
can be possest of. It was Plato's advice to an 
unpolished writer, that he should sacrifice to the 
Graces. In the same manner I would advise eve- 
ry man of learaihg, who would not appear in the 
world a mere scholar or philosopher, to make 
himself master of the soeisd virtue which I have 
here mentioned. 
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Complaisance renders a superior amiable, an 
equal agreeable, and an inferior ^acceptable. It 
smooths distinction, sweetens conversation, and 
makes every one in the company pleased vfttb 
himself. It produces good nature and mutual 
benevolence, encourages the timorous, sooths the 
turbulent, humanises the fierce, and distinguish- 
es a society of civilized persons from a confusion 
of savages. In a woixl, complaisance is a virtue 
that blends all orders of men together in a friend- 
ly intercourse of words and actions, and is suited 
to that equality in human nature which every one 
ought to consider, tis far as is consistent with the 
order and economy of the world. 

If we could look into the secret anguish and 
afiliction of every man's heart, we should often 
find that more of it arises from little imaginary 
distresses, such as checks, frowns, contradictions, 
expressions of contempt, and (what Shakspeare 
reckons among other evils under the sun,) 



The proud main's contumely. 



The insolence of office, and the spurns 
That pHtient merit of Uie unworthy takes,' 

than from the more real pains and calamities of 
life. ^ The only method to reipove these imagina- 
ry distresses as much as possible out of human 
life, would be the universal practice of such an 
ingenuous complaisance, as I have been here des- 
cribing, which, as it is a virtue, may be defined 
to be, < a constant endeavour to please those whom 
we converse with, so far as we may do it inno- 
tently.' I shall here aiTd, that I know nothing so 
effectual to raise a man's fortune as complaisance ; 
which recommends more to the favour of the 
great, than wit, knowledge, or any other talent 
whatsoever. I find this consideration very prct* 
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tily illustrated by a little wild Arabian tale, which 
I shall here abridge, for the sake of my reader, 
after having again warned him, that I do not re- 
commend to him such an impertinent or vici- 
ous complaisance as is not consistent with hon- 
our and mtegrity. 

< Schacabac, being reduced to great poverty, 
and having eat noticing for two days together, 
made a visit to a noble Barmecide in Persia, who 
was very hospitable, but withal a great humour- 
ist. The Barmecide was sitting at his table tliat 
seemed ready covered for an entertainment, Up- 
on hearing Schacabac's complaint^ he desired him 
to sit down and ^11 on. He then gave him aa 
empty plate, and asked him how he liked his rice- 
soup. Schacabac, who was a man of wit, and re- 
solved to comply* with the Barmecide in all his 
humours, told him it was admirable, and at the same 
time, in imitation of the other, lifted up the empty 
spoon to his mouth with great pleasure. The 
Barmecide then asked him Bf he ever saw whiter 
bread? Schacabac, who saw neither bread nor 
meat, ^<if, I did not like it, you may be sure," 
says he, <' I should not eat so heartily of it." 
^^ You oblige me mightily," replied the Barme- 
cide, «< pray let me help you to this leg of a 
goose." Schacabac reached out his plate, and 
received nothing on it with great cheerfulness. 
As he was eating very heartily on this imaginary 
goo^e, and crying up the sauce to the skies, the 
Barmecide desired him to keep a comer of his 
stomach for a roasted lamb fed with pistacho nut$^ 
and after having called for it, as though it had 
really been served up, ^^ here is a dish," says he, 
« that you will see at nobody's table butmy own<" 
Schacabac was wonderfully delighted with the 
taste of it, « which is like nothings" sa?j^ Vv^> «► ^ 
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ever eat before.'* Several other nice dishes were 
served up in ide^, which both of them commeBd- 
«d, and feasted on i^er the same manner. This 
was followed by an invisible dessert, to part of 
which del%hced iSchacabac so much as a certaia 
lozenge, which the Barmecide told him was a 
tfweet-meat of his own inVe«tion. Schacabac at 
let^h bemg courteously reproached by the Bar- 
mecide, that he had no stomach, imd that he eat 
iiothing, and tit the same time being tired with 
moving his jaws up and down to no purpose, de- 
Vired to be excused, for that really He was so full 
lie could not eat a bit more. « Come then," says 
the Barmecide, << the cloth shall be removed, and 
you shall taste of my wines, which I may say, 
without vanity, are the best in Persia." He ihai 
filled both their glasses out of an empty decanter. 
Schacsibac would have excused hiinsetf froon 
^drinking so much at once, because he said he 
vf3.s a little q^uarrelsome in his liquor ; however 
being prest to it, he pi^tended to ta^e it oiE^ 
iiaving before-hand praised t^e colour, and after- 
Weirds the flavour. Being plied with two ^r tluree 
other imaginary bumpers of <Merent wines, 
equally dehcious, and a little vexed wiUi hb &n« 
tastic trbat, lie f>retended to grow flustered, and 
^ve the Bsurtait;oid6 a good box on the ear, but 
ifttmediaftely recovering himself, «vSir," says he, 
*i I beg 'tm ^OQsand pardons, but I told you be- 
fore, th^t xt*Wa)8 my imsfortune to be quarrelsome 
in my drink." The Barmecide could not but 
smi]i0 l^t the humour of his guest, and, inst^d of 
\»l^ mspy set him, <« I And," says he, ^ thou 
ait a eoihpMsant'ftrlloW, a^ ideservest tb he on- 
tertaiti^in my hcmse. SiQcethouxanst accom- 
moikate thyself to my liittnioiir, we will now loat 
to^eih^ift J^M^Knieeu'* l^oii vl'hiAh, cidlii;^ 
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for his supper, the rice soup, the goose, the pis- 
tacho lamb, the several other nice dishes, with 
the dessert, the lozenges, and all the variety of 
Persian wines were served up successively, one 
after another ; and Schacabac was feasted in re- 
ality with those very things which he had before 
been entertained with in imagination.' 
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— miserum at aliena vivere quadra. 

Juv. Sat. V. ver. 2. 

How wretched he, by cruel fortune crost. 
Who never dines, but at another's cost. 

When I am disposed to give myself a day's rest, 
I order the lion to be opened, and search into that 
magazine of intelligence for such letters as are 
to my purpose. The first I looked into comes to 
me from one who is chaplain to a great family. 
He treats himself in the beginning of it, after such 
a manner, as I am persuaded that no man of sciise 
would treat him. Even the lawyer and the phy- 
sician to a man of quality, expect to be used like 
gentlemen, and much more may any one of so 
superior a profession. I am by no means for en-' 
codraging that dispute, whether the chaplain or 
the master o^ the house be the better man, and 
flie more to be respected. The two learned auth- 
ors. Doctor Hickes, and Mr. Collier, to whom I 
might add several others, are to be excused, if 
they have carried the point a tittle too high in 
VOL. in. T 
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favour of the chaplain, since iti so corrupt an age 
as that we live in, the popular opinion runs so'mr 
into the. other extreme. The only controversy, 
betw^ en the patron and the chaplain, ought to 
be which should promote the good designs and 
interests of each other most, and for my owil 
part, I think it is the happiest circumstance in a 
great estate or title, that it qualifies a man for 
choosing out of such a learned and valuable body 
of men as that of the English clergy, a friend, a 
spiritual guide, and a companion. The letter 
I'have received from one of this order, is as fol- 
lows. 

« Mr. Guardian, 
* I HOPE you will not only indulge me in the 
liberty of two or three questions, but also in the 
solution of them. 

< I have had the honour of many years of being 
chaplain in a noble family, and of being account- 
ed the highest servant in the house, either out of 
I'espect to my cloth, or because I lie in the up- 
permost garret. 

< Whilst my old lord lived, his table was al- 
ways adorned with useful learning and innocent 
mirth, as well as covered with plenty. I was not 
looked upon as a piece of furniture fit only to 
sanctify and garnish a feast, but treated as a gen- 
tleman, and generally desired to fill up the con- 
versation an hour after I had done my duty. But 
now my young lord is come to the estate, I find 
I am looked upon as a censor morum^ an obsta- 
cle to mirth and talk, and suffered to retire con- 
stantly with " Prosperity to the church" in my 
mouth. I declare solemnly, sir, that I have heard 
nothing from all the fine gentlemen who visit us, 
more remarkable^ for halt a year^ than that one 
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young lord was seven times drunk at Genoa, and 
another had an affair with a famous courtesan at 
Venice. I have lately taken the liberty to stay 
three or four rounds beyond the church, to see 
what topics of discourse they went upon, but to 
my great surprise, have hardly he^ard a word all 
the time besides the toasts. Then they all stare 
full in my face, and shew all thp actions of unea- 
siness till I am gone. Immediately upon my 
departure, to use the words in an old comedy, 
" I find by the noise they make, that they had a 
mind to be private." I am at a loss to imagine 
what conversation they have among one another, 
which I may nof be present at j since I love in- 
nocent mirth as^ much as any of them, and am 
shocked with no freedoms whatsoever, which ure ^ 
consistent with Christianity. I have, with .much 
ado, maintained my post hitherto at the dessert, "^ 
and every day eat tart in the face of my patron ; 
but how long 1 shall be invested with this privi- 
lege I do not know. For the servants, who do 
not see me supported as I was in my old lord's 
time, begin to brush very familiarly by me, and 
thrust aside my chair, when they set the sweet- 
meats on the table. I have been bom and edu- 
cated a gentleman, and desire you will make the 
public sensible, that the Christian priesthood was 
never thought in any age or country to debase 
the man who is a member of it. Among the 
great serviced which your useful papers daily do 
to religion,, this perhaps will not be the least, and 
will lay a very great obligation on your unknown 
servant, G. WJ 



212 



GUARDIAN. 



No. 163. 



< VENERABLE NESTOR, 

* I WAS very much pleased with your paper of 
the 7th instant, in which vou recommend the stu- 
dy of useful knowledge to women of quality or 
fortune. I have since that met with a very ele- 
gant poem, written by the famous sir Thomas 
More. It is inscribed to a friend of his who was 
then seeking out a wife ; he advises him on tLat 
occasion to overlook wealth and beauty, and if he 
desires a happy life, to join himself with a woman 
of virtue ahd knowledge. His words on this last 
head are as follow : 



*' Proculque stulta sit, 
Parvis labbllulis. 
Semper loquacitas ; 
Proculque rusticum 
Semper silentium. 
Sit ilia, vel modo 
Instructa Uteris; 
Vel talis, ut mod6 
Sit apta literis, 
Felix quaevis bene 
Priscis ab omnibus 
Possit libellulis 
Vitam beantia 
Haurire dogmata : 
Armata cum quibus, 
Nee ilia prosperis 
Superba turgeat ; 
Nee ilia turbidis 
Misella lugeat, 
Prostrata casibus. 
Jucunda sic erit 
Semper nee unquam erit 
Gravis, molestave 
Fit^ comes tux « 



Sinu quiescere : 
Dum grata te fovet ; 
Manuque mobili 
Diim plectra personat ; 
Et voce (qua. nee est, 
Progne, sororculae 
Tuae suavior) 
Amoena cantillat, 
Apollo quae velit 
Audire carmina. 
Jam te juvaverit 
Sermpne blandulo 
Docto tamen, dies 
Noctesque ducere ; 
Notare verbula 
Mellita, maximis 
Non absque gratiis, 
Ab ore melleo 
Semper flucntia : 
Quibus coerceat. 
Si quango te levet 
Inane gaudium ; 
Quibus levaverit, 
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Quae docta parvulos T& moeror anxLus. 

Docebit, et tuos Certabit in quibus 

Cum lacte literas Summa eloquentia, 

Glim nepotulos. Jamcumomniumgravi 

Jam te juvaverit Rerum Scientia. 

Virbs relinquere, Talem olim ego putem 

Doctseque conjugis Et vatis Orphei 

Fuisse cenjugem ; (Qua nulla charior 
Nee unquam ab inferis Unquam fuit patri, 

Curasset improbo Quo nemo doctior) 

Labor e foeminam Fui^se TuUiam : 

Referre rusticam : Talisque, quae tulit 

Talemque credimus Gracchos duos, fuit ; 

Nasonis inclytam, Quae quos tulit, bonis 

Quae vel patrem queat Instruxit^artibus ; 

Square carmine, Nee profuit minus 
Fuisse filiam : . Magistra,quam parens*'' 
Ta.lemque suspicor 

The sense of this elegant descripdon is as^-M- 
lows. 

' May you meet with a wife who is not always 
stupidly silent, not always prattling nonsense ! 
May she be learned, if possible, or at least capa- 
ble of being made so I A woman thus accomplish- 
ed will be always drawing sentences and maxims 
of virtue out of the best authors of antiquity. She 
will be herself in all changes of fortune, neither 
blown up in prosperity, nor broken with adversi- 
ty. You will find in her an even, chearful, good* 
humoured friend, and an agreeable companion 
for life. She will infuse knowledge into your 
children with their nalkj and from their infancy 
train them up to wisdom. Whatever company 
you are engaged iii you will long to be at home, 
an4 retire with delight from the society of taa^ 

T 3 . 
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into the bosom of one who is* so dear, so knowing, 
and so amiable. If she touches her lute, or sings 
to it any of her own compositions, her voice will 
sooth you in your solitudes, and sound more sweet- 
ly in your ear than that of the nightingale. You 
will waste with pleasure whole days and nights in 
her conversation, and be ever finding out new 
beauties in her discourse. She will keep your 
mind in perpetual serenity, restrain its mil'th from 
being dissolute, and prevent its melanphply from 
being painful. 

^ Such was doubtless the wife of Orpheus ; for 
who would have undergone what he did to have 
recovered a foolish bride ? Such was the daugh- 
ter of Ovid, who was his rival in poetry. Such 
was Tullia as she is celebrated by the most learn- 
ed and most fond of fathers. And such was the 
mother of the tw^o Gracphi, who is no less famous 
£r ' ' tving been their instructor, than their par 

rent,* 
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r— similifrondescit virga metalio. 

ViRG. iEn. vi. 144. 

The same rich metal glitters on the tree. 

An eminent prelate of our church observes that 
< there is no way of writing so proper, for the re- 
fining and po^shing: a language, as thei translating 
of booj^s into it, if he who undertakes it has a 
cpmpeteii\, skill of ^\ve otv^ %wv^m^^ >xvd \^ «l mas- 
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ter of the other. When a man writes his oWii 
thoughts, the heat bf his tancy, and the quickness 
of his mind, carry him so much after the notions 
themselves, that for the most part he is too warm 
to judge of the aptness of woi^ds, and the just- 
ness of figures; so that he either neglects these 
too much, or overdoes them : but when a man 
translates he has none of these heats about him ; 
and tlierefore the French took no ill method, 
when they intended to reform and beautify their 
language, in setting their best authors on work 
to translate th Greek and Latin authors into it.' 
Thus far this learned prelate. 

And another lately deceased tells us, that ' the 
way of leaving verbal translations, and chiefly re- 
garding the sense *and genius of the author, was 
scarce heard of in England before this present 
age.' 

As for the difficulty of translating well, every 
one I believe must allow my lord Roscommon to 
be in the Inght, when he says, 

• *Tis true, composing' is tlie nobler part, 
But good translation is no easy art : 
For tho' materials have long since been found. 
Yet both your fancy, and your hands are bound ; 
And by nuproving what was writ before, 
'Invention labours less, but judgment more.* 

Dryden judiciously remarks, that ' a translator is 
to make his author appear as charming as possi^ 
bly he can, provided he maintains his character,^ 
and makes him not unlike himself.' And a too 
close and servile imitation, which the same poet 
palls « treadipg brt the heels of an author,' is de- 
servedly laughed at by sir John Denham ; ' I 
conceive it,' says he, ' a vulgar error in t.t«.xNSL- 
lating poetS) to affect beVxv^ ^du« intcrivre^. ^ 
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that care be with them who deal in matters of 
fact, or mattei*s of faith ; bi!lt whosoever aims at 
it in poetry, as he attempts what is pot required, 
so shall he never perform what he attempts ; for 
it is not his business alcHie to translate language 
into language, but poc^sy into poesy ; and poesy 
is of so subtle a spirit, that in pouring out of one 
language into another,<it will all evaporate,, and 
if a new spirit is not added in the transfusion, 
there will remain nothing but a cafiut mortuum^ 
there being certain graces and happinesses pe- 
culiar to every language, which give life ^)d ener- 
gy to the words ; and whosoever offers at verbal 
translation, shall have the misfortune of that 
young traveller, who lost his own language abroa^d, 
and brought home no other ihstead of it. Forihe 
grace of the Latin will be lost by. being turned 
into English words, and the grace of the English 
by being turned into the Latin phrase.' 

After this collection of authorities out of some 
of our greatest English writers, I shall present 
my readers with a translation, in which the author 
has conformed himself to the. opinion of these 
great men. The beauty of the translation is suf- 
ficient to recommend it to the public, without ac- 
quainting them the translator is Mr. Eusden of 
Cambridge : who obliged them in the Guardian 
of August the 6th, with the Court of Venus out 
of the same Latin poet, which was highly ap- 
plauded by the best judges in performances, of 
this nature^ 
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The sf leech of Pluto to Proserfiine^ from the se* 
cond book of her Rafie^ by Claudian. 

* Cease, cease, fair nymph, to lavish precious tears. 
And discompose your soul with airy fears 
Look on Sicilia's glitt'ring courts with scorn ; 
A nobler sceptre shall that hand adorn. 
Imperial pomp shall sooth a ffen'rous pride ; 
The bridegroom never >vill disgrace the bride. 
If you above terrestrial thrones aspire, 
From Heaven I sprung, and Satan was my sire. 
The Pow'r of Pluto stretches all around, 
Uncircumscrib'd by Nature's utmost bound ; 
Where matter mould'ring dies, where forms decay. 
Thro' the vast trackless void extends my sway. 
Mark not with mournful eyes the fainting light. 
Nor t'remble at this interval of night ; 
A fairer scene shall open to your view. 
An earth more verdant, and a heaven more blue ; 
Another Phccbus gilds those happy skies, 
And other stars, with purer flames arise. 
^ -There chaste adorers shall their praises join. 
And with th6 choicest gifts enrich your slirine. 
The blissful climes ho change of ages knew, 
The golden firist began, and still i^ new. 
That golden age your world a while could boast. 
But here it flourished and was never loft. 
Perpetual zephyrs breathe thro' fragrant bowers ; 
And painted meads smile with unbidden fiowers , 
Flow'rs of immortal bloom and various hue ; 
No rival sweets in your own Enna grew. 
In the recess of a coolsylvan glade 
A monarch -tree projects no vulgar shade. 
Encumber'd with their wealth, the branches bend. 
And golden apples to your reach descend. 
Spare not the fruit, but ])luck the blooming ore. 
The yellow harvest will increase the more. 
But I too long on trifling themes explain. 
Nor speak th* unbounded glories of your reign. 
Whole Nature owns your pow'r : W'hate'er have birth. 
And live, and move o'er all the face of earth ; 
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Or in old Ocean's mig-hty caverns sleep. 

Or sportive roll along the foamy deep ; 

Or on stiff pinions airy journeys take, 

Or cut the floating stream or stagnant lake : 

In vain they labour to preserve theii* breath. 

And soon fall victims to your subject. Death. 

Unnumber'd triumphs swift to you he brings. 

Hail ! gqddess of all sublunai^ things ! 

Empires, that sink above, here rise again, 

And worlds unpeopled crowd th' elysian plain. 

The rich, the poor, the monarch, and the slave. 

Know no superior honours in the grave-. 

Proud tyrants once, and laurel*d chiefs shall come$ 

And kneel, and trembling wait from you their doom. 

The impious, forc'd, shall then their crimes disclose. 

And see past pleasures teem with future woes ; 

Deplore in darkness your impartial sway. 

While spotless soids enjoy the fields of day. 

When ripe for second birth, the dead shall stand. 

In shiv'ring tbirongs on the Lethean Strand, 

That Shade whom you approve shall first be- brpught 

To quaff oblivion in the pleasing draugjtit. 

Whose thread of life, just spun, you would r^new. 

But nod, and Clotho shall rewind the clue. 

Let no distrust of power your joys abate, ^ 

Speak what you wish, and what you sp^ak is fate. 

The ravisher thus sooth'd the weeping Fair, 
And check'd the fury of his steeds with care.: 
Possessed of Beauty's charms, he calmly rode, , 
And Love first soflcn'd the relentless god.* 
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N«» 165. SATURDAY, SEPT. 19, 1713. 



Decipit exemplar^ vitiU tmitabiU 

HoR. 1 Ep. xix. 17. 

Examples vice x^n imitate, deceive. Cbebch. 

It is a melancholy thing to see a coxcomb at the 
head of a family. He scatters infection through 
the whole house. His wife and Children have al- 
ways their eyes upon him ; if they have more 
sense than himself, they are out of countenance 
for him ; if less, they submit their understandings 
to him, and make daily improvements in folly and 
impertinence. I have been very often secretly 
concerned, when I have seen a circle of pretty 
children cramped in their natural parts, and prat- 
tling even below themselves, while they are talk- 
ing after a couple of silly parents. The dulness 
of a father often extinguishes a geni^s in the 
son, or gives such a wrong cast to his mind, as . 
it is hard for him ever to wear off. In short, 
where the head of a family is weak, you hear the 
repetitions of his insipid pleasantries, shallow 
conceits, and topical points of mirth, in every 
member of it. His table, his fire-side, his par- 
ties, of diversion, are all of them so msuiy'stand'^ 
ing scenes of foPy. 

This is one reason why I would the more re- 
commend the improvements of the mind to my 
female readers, that a &mily may have a double 
chance for it ; and if it meets with weakness in 
one of the heads, may have it made up in the 
other. It is indeed an unhappy circumstance ul 
a family, where th« wife bai^ tgat^ >b5!®p«\^'s^ 
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than the husband ; but it is better it should be so, 
thctn that there should be no knowledge in the 
whole house. It is highly expedient that at least 
one of the persons, who sits at the helm of af- 
fairs, should give an example of good sense to 
those who are under them in. these little (domes- 
tic governments. 

If folly is of ill consequence in the head of a 
family, vice is more so, as it is of a more perni- 
cious and of a more contagious nature. When 
the master is a profligate, the rake runs through 
the house. You hear the sons talking loosely and 
swearing after the father, and see tlie daughters 
either familiarized to his discourse, or every mo- 
ment blushing for hin^. 

The very footman will be, a fine gentleman in 
his master's way. He imf)roves by his table-talk, 
and repeats in the kitchen what he learns in the 
parlour. Invest him with the same title and or- 
naments, and you will scarce know him from his 
lord. He practises the same oaths, the same ri- 
baldry, the same way of joking. 

It is therefore of very great concern to a fami- 
ly, that the ruler of it should be wise and virtuous. 
The first of these qualities does not indeed lie 
within his power ; but though, a man cannot abstain 
from being weak, he may from being vicious. It 
is in his power to give a good example oif mo« 
desty, of temperance, of frugality, of religion, and 
of all other virtues, which though the greatest 
ornaments pf humap nature, may be put in prac- 
tice by men of the most ordinary capacities. 

As wisdom and virtue are the proper qualifica- 
lions in the master of a house, if he is not ac- 
complished in both of them, it is much better that 
he should be deficient in the former than in the 
latter; since the consequences' of vice are of an 
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infinitely more dangerous nature than those of 
folly. 

When I read the histories that are left us of 
Pythagoras, I cannot but take notice of the extra- 
ordinaiy influence which that philosopher, who 
was an iUustrious pattern of virtue and wisdom, 
had on his private ' family. This excellent nlan, 
after having perfected himself in the learning of 
his own country, travelled into all the known 
parts of the world, on purpose to ccMiverse with 
the most learned men of every place ; by which 
means he gleaned up all the knowledge of the 
age, and is still admired by the greatest men of 
the present times as a prodigy of science. His 
wife Theano wrote several books, and after his 
death taught his philosophy in his public school, 
wliich was froquented by numberless disciples of 
different countries. There are several excellent 
sayings recorded of her. I shall only mention one, 
because it does honour to her virtue, as well as 
to her wisdom. Being asked by some of her spx, 
in how long a titne a woman might be allowed to 
pray to the gods, after having conversed with a 
-ixixn ? ' If it were her husband,* says she, ' the 
next day ; if a stranger, never.* Pythagoras had 
by this wife two sons and three daughters. -His 
two sons, Telauges and Mnesarchus, were both 
eminent philosophers, and were joined with their 
mother in the government of the Pythagorean 
school. Arignote was one of his daughters, whose 
writings were extant, and very much admired, in 
the age of Porphyrius. Damo was another of his 
daughters, in whose hands Pythagoras left his 
works, with a prohibition to communicate them 
to strangers, which she observed to the hazard of 
her life ; and though she was offered a ^teal^wss^. 
VOL. m* « ^ 
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for them, rather cl)ose to live in poverty^ than not 
obey the commands of her beloved father. Myia 
was the third of the daughters, whose works and 
history ^ere very famous, even in Lucian*s time. 
She was so signally virtuous, that for her unfaje^ 
mished behaviour in her virginity, slie was chosen 
toiead upthe chorus of maids in^ national solem- 
nity ; and for her exemplary conduct in marriage^ 
was placed at the head of all the matrons, in the 
like public cerenVony. The memory of this learn- 
ed woman was so precious among her countrymen> 
that her house Was after her death converted into 
a temple, and the street, she lived in called by the 
name of the Mussum. Nor must I omit, Whilst 
I am mentioning this great philosopher, under 
his character as the master of a family ; that two 
of his servants so improved themselves under him, 
that they were instituted into his sect, and made an 
eminent figure in the list of Pythagoreans.- The 
names of these two servants were Astrxus and 
Zamol^^es. This single example sufficiently shews 
us both the influence and the merit of one who dis- 
charge^ as he ought the office of a good master of 
a family ; which, if it were well observed in every 
house, would quickly put an end to that universal 
depravation of manners* by which the present age 
is so much distinguished, and which it h more ea- 
sy to lament than to reform. 
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N^: 166. MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1713. 



— (diqitisque ifuUofoit utut in illo. 

Ovid.. Met ii. 332. . 

Some comfort from the mighty mischief rose. 

Addison. 

Charity is a viitue of the heart, and not of the 
hands, says an old writer. Gifts and alms are the 
expressions, not the essence, of this virtue. A man 
may bestow great sums on the poor and indigent 
without beilig charitable, and may be charitabte 
when he is not able to bestow any thing. Charity is 
therefore a habit of good-will, or benevolence, in 
the soul, which disposes us to the love, assistance, 
and relief of mankind, especially of those who stand 
in need of it. The poor man who has this excel- 
lent franie of mind, is no less entitled to the reward 
of this virtue than the man who founds a college. 
Por my own ^art, I am charitable, to an extrava- 
gance this way. I never saw an indigent person 
in my life, without reaching out to him some of this 
imaginary relief. I cannot but sympathise' with 
every one that I meet that is in affliction ; and if 
my abilities were eqtSal to my wishes, there ishould 
be neither pain nor poverty in the world. 

To give ray reader a rigiit notion of myself in 
this particular, I shall present him with the secret 
history of one of the most remarkable parts of my 
life. 

I was once engaged in search of the philoso- 
pher's stone. It is frequently observed of men wKc\ 
have been busie4 in this ^xiT^mV^ \\\"aX nN^^vs?^ ^^'^^ 
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have failed in tl^eir principal design, ihey have 
however made such discoveries in th^ir way to itv 
as have HufticieDily recompensed their inquiries. In 
the same manner, t!.oiig;Ji I cannot boa&t of my 
success in that affniiN I tio not repent of my en^ag- 
ing in it, because ii piodnced in my mind such an 
liabiiual exercise of chaiitv, as made it much bel- 
ter than perhaps ii would have been, had I never 
been lost in so pleasinc: a delusion. 

As I did not question biit 1 should soon have a 
Dew Indies in my possession, I was perpetually 
taken up in con*»ide»ii)g how to turn it to the be- 
nefit of mankind. In order to it I employed a 
whole day in walkinjj about iliis grtat city, to find 
out proper places for the erection of hospitals. I 
had likewise entertuned that pioject, which has 
since succeeded in another place, of building 
churches at the court-end of the town, with this 
only difference, that instead of fifty I intended to 
have built a hundred, and to luivc seen them all 
finished in less than one \ ear. 

I had with great pains and application got toge- 
ther a list of all the French protestants ; and by 
the best accounts I, could come at, lutd calciilated 
the value of all liiose csitUes and effects which eve- 
ry one of them had left in his own country for the 
sake of his relif^ipn, being fully determined to make 
it up to him, and return some of them the double 
of what they had lost. 

As I was one d,ay in my laboratory, my opera- 
tor, wlio was to fill my coffets for mq, and used to 
foot it from the other end of the town every morn- 
ins:, complained of a sprain in his leg, that he had 
met with over-aguinst St. Clement's church. This 
so affected me, that as a standing niark of my gra- 
IJrudc to him, and out of compassion to the rest of 
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my fellow-citizens, I resolved to new pave every 
street within the iiberties, and entered a memoran- 
dum in my pocket book accordingly. About the 
same time I entertained some thoughts of mending 
all the highways on this side the Tweed, and of 
making all the rivers in England navigable. 

But the project I had most at heart was the set- 
tling upon every man in Great Britain three pounds 
a year (in which sum may be comprised, accord- 
ing to sir William Pctty*s observations, all the ne- 
cessities of life), leaving to them whatever else they 
could ^et by' their own industry, to lay out on su- 
perfluities> 

I was above a week debating in myself what I 
should do in the matter of impropriations ; but at 
length' came to a resolution to buy them all yp, and 
restore them to the cliurch. 

As I'was one day walking near St. Paul's I took 
some time to survey that structure, and not being 
entirefy satisfied with it, though I could not tell 
why, I bad some thoughts of pulling it down, and 
building it up anew at my awn expence. 

For my own part, as I have no pride in me, I in- 
tended to take up wkh a coach.and six, half a do- 
zen, footmen, and live. like a private gentleman.. 

It happened about this time that public matters 
looked very gloomy, taxes ca/ne hard, Xhti war 
went on heavily, people complained of the great 
burthens that were laid Upon them. This made 
me resolve to set aside one morning, to consider 
seriously the slate of the nation. I was the more 
ready to enter on it, because I was obliged, whe- 
ther I would or no, to sit at home in my morning 
gown, having, after a most incredible expence, 
pawned a new suit of clothes, and a full bottamad 

u 2 
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wig;, for a sum of money, which my o]I>erator assor* 
ed me Was the last he should waivt to bring all our 
matters lo bear. After having considered tnany 
projects, I at length resolved to beat the common 
enemy at his owai weupdos^ and laid a scheme 
which would have blown him up in a quarter of a 
year, had things succeeded to my wishes. As I 
was in this golden xlream, somebody knocked at 
my door. I opened it, and found it was a messen- 
ger that brought me a letter from the laboratory. 
The fellow looked io miserably poor, that I -was 
resolved to make liis fortune before be delivered 
his message : but seeing he brought a letter from 
my operator, I concluded I was bound to it in hon- 
our, us much as a prince is to give a reward to one 
that brings him the first news of a victory. I knew 
this wa^ the long-fexpectexl hour of projection, and 
which I had waited fpr with great impatience, 
al)ove half a year before. In shoi;t, I broke open 
the letter in a transport of joy, and found it as fol- 
lows. 

* SIR, 

' After having got out of you CiVery thing you 
can conveniently spare, I scorn to tr.espass upon 
your generous nature, and therefore must ingenu- 
ously confess to ycu, that T know no m6re of the 
philosopher's stone than you do. I shall only tell 
you for your comfort, that I could never yet bubble 
a blockhead out of his money. They must be men 
of wit and parts who are for m^y purpose. This 
made me apply itiyself to a person of your wealth 
and ingenuity • How I bave succeeded you your- 
self can best telL 

Your humble servant to command, 

THOMA.S White. 
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< I have locked up the laboratory^ and laid the 
key under tlie dopr.* 

I was very much shocked at the unworthy 
treatment of this man, and not a little moitified 
at my disappointment, though not so much for 
what I myself, as what the pjublic suffered by^it. 
I think .however I ought to let the world know 
what I designed for them, and hope, that such of 
my readers who find they had a shai*e in my 
good intention^, will accept of the will for the 
died. tCJ^' 
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. Fata'cia-n invenient— Virg. JEn. in. 395. 

— Fate the wav will lind. Dryden. 

The follow ing story is lately translated out of an 
Aiitbian manuscript, which I think has very much 
the turn of an oriental tale ; and as it has never 
before been printed, I question not but it will be 
hi[>;hly acceptable to my reader. 

The name of Hefun is still famous through all 
the eastern parts of the world. He is called among 
the Persians/even to this day, |ielim the great 
physician. He was acquainted with all the pow- 
ers of sipples, understood all the influences of 
the stars, and knew the secrets that were engrav- 
ed on the seal of Solomon the son of David. He- 
iim wds also governor of the Black palace, and 
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ehief of the physicians t6 Alnareschin the great 
king of Persia. ' 

Alnar( schin was the most dreadful tyrant that 
ever reigned in this country. He Was of a fear- 
ful, suspicious, and cruel nature, having put to 
death upon veiy slight jealousies and sunxiises 
five and thirty of his queens, and above twenty 
sons whom he suspected to have conspired against 
his life. Being at length wearied with the ©xeiv 
cise of so many cruelties in his^own family, and 
fearing lest the whole race of caliphs should be 
entirely lost, he one day sent for Heiim, a#i 
spoke to him after this manner. < Helim,' said 
, he, * I have long admired thy great wiisdom, and 
retired way of living. I shall now shew the en- 
tire confidence which I place in thee. I have 
only two sons remaining^ who are as yet but 
infaiits. ' It is my design that thou take. ^them 
home with thee, and educate them as thy own. 
Train them up in the humble unambitious pur- 
suits of knowledge. By this means shall the Iii>^ 
of caliphs be preserved, and my children suc- 
ceed after me, without aspiring to my throne 
whilst I am yet alive.' ' The words of my lord the 
king shall be obeyed,' said Helim. After whicli 
he bowed, and went^out of the king's presence. 
He then received his children into his own house, 
'and frqfn that time bred them up^ with him in the 
studies of knowledge and virtue. The young 
princes loved and respected Helim as their father, 
and made such improvements under him,' that 
by the age of one and twenty they were (instruct- 
ed in all the learning of the east. The name of 
the eldest was Ibrahim, and of the youngest Ab- 
dallah. They lived together in such a perfect 
friendship, that to this day it is said of intimate 
iriends, that they live to^^thiel: Uke Ibrahim and 
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Abdallah. Helim had an only child, who 'was a 
girl of a fine soul, and %g3QOSt beautiful person. 
Her father omitted notlung in her education, that 
might make her the most accomplished woman 
of her age. As the young princes were in a 
manner excluded from the rest of the world, they 
frequently conversed with this lovely virgin, who 
had been brought up by her father in the same 
course of knowledge and of virtue. Abdallah, who^e 
mind was of a softer, turn than that of his brother, 
grew by degree.s so enamoured of her conversa- 
tion, that he did not think he lived, when he was 
not in company with his beloved fialsora, for that: 
was the name of the maid. The fame of her 
beauty was so grea(, that at length it came to 
the ears of the king, who pretending to visit the 
young princes his sons, demanded of Helim the 
sight of Balsora, his fair daughter. The king 
was so inflamed with h^r beauty and behaviour, 
that he sent for Helim the next morning, and 
told him it was now his design to recompense 
him for all his faithful services ; and that in or-^ 
der to it, he intended to make his daughter queen 
ot Persia. Helim, who krtew very well the fate 
ot all those unhappy wpiiien who had been thus 
advanced, and could not but be privy to the se- 
cret love which Abdallah bore his daughter^ 
*Far be it,' says >he, » from the king of Persia to 
contaminate the blood of the caliphs, and join him- 
self in marriage with the daughter of his physi- 
cian.' The king, however, was so impatient for 
such a bride, that without hearing any excuses, 
he ^immediately ordered fialsora to be sent for 
into his presence, keeping the father with him, 
in order to make her sensible of the honour which 
he designed he^.. jBaisora, who wgis too modest 
apd humble to think her be^xxx.'^ Vv^*^ \tta.^^ va.Os\ 
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ing. He fancied hims«tf in tire reiirenients of the 
blest, and that the spirit of his dear Balsora, who 
be thought was just j^one before him, Mas the Hrst 
who came to congratulate his arrival. Slie soon 
informed him of the place fie was in, which, not- 
withstanding all its hoi rors, Appeared to him more 
sweet than the bower of Mahomet, in the company 
of his Balsora. 

Helirti, who was supposed to b§: taken up in the 
embalming of the bodies, visited the place very 
frequently. His greatest perplexity was how to 
get the lovers out of it, the gates being watched iu 
such a manner as 1 have before related. This con- 
sideration did not a little disturb the two interred 
lovers. At length Helim belhonght himself, thai 
the first day of the full moon of the month Tizpa 
was near at hand. Now it is a received tradition 

.among the "Persians, that the souls of those of the 
royal family, who are in a state ot* bliss, do, oh the 
first full moon after iheir decease, pass through 
the eastern gate of the BlacH palace, which is t4iert- 
fore called the gate of Pa.radise, in order to take 
their flight for that happy place. Helim therefore 
having made due preparation for tlifs night, dressed 
each of the lovers in a robe of azure silk, wrougl.i 
in the finest looms of Persia, with a long train ci* 
Unen whiter than snow, that floated on the ground 
behind them. Upon Abdallah's head he fixtd a 
wreath Of the greenest myrtle, and on Balsora's a 
garland of the freshest roses. Their garments 
were scented with the richest perfumes of Arabia. 
Having thus prepared every thing, the full moon 
was no sooner up, and shining in all its brightnes^:r 
but he privately opetied the gate of paradise, i.i.d 
shut it after the same manner, as soon as they had 

passed through k. The VmxmI of n^^roes who wcr (- 
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posted at a little distance irom the gate, seeing two 
sucii beautiful apparitions, that shewed themselves 
to advantage by the light of the full moon, and be- 
ing ravished by the odour ihat flowed from their 
garments, immediately concluded them to be the 
ghosts of the two persons lately deceased. They 
fell upon their faces as they passed through the 
midst of them,' and continued prostrate on the 
earth until such time as they were out of sight. 
They reported the next day what they had seen ; 
but this was looked^upon by the king himself, and 
most others, as the compliment that was usually 
paid to any of the deceased of his family. Hclim 
had placed two of his own mules at about a mile's 
distance from the Black temple, on the spot which 
they had agreed upon for their rendezvous. Here 
he met them, and conducted them to one of his 
own houses, which was seated on mount Khacan. 
The air of this mountaii^ was so very heeilthful, that 
Helim had formerly transported the king thither, 
in order to recover him out of a long fit of sick- 
ness, which Succeeded so well that the king made 
him a present of the whole mountain, with a' beau- 
tiful house and gardens that were on the top of ik 
In this retirement lived Abdallah and fiaUora. 
They were both so fraught with all kinds of know- 
ledge, and possest.with so constant and mutual a 
passion for each^thet, that their solitude never lay 
heavy on them. Abdallah applied himself to those 
arts which were agreeable to his manner of living, 
and the situation of the place; insomuch that in a 
few years he converted the whole mountain into a 
kind of garden, and covered every part of it with 
plantations or spots of flowers. Helim was too 
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loca jam tecitata revplvimiU' 



Hob. 2. £p. i. 223. 
The same subject we repeat 

*> SIR, 

^ I OE8ERVE that many of your late papers have 
represented to us the characters of accomplished 
'women ; but among all of them I do not find a 
quotation which I expected to have seen in your 
works; I mean the character of the mistress of a 
family as it is drawn out at length in the book of 
Proverbs. For my part, considering it only as a 
human composition, I do^ not think that there is 
any character in Theophrastus, which has so many 
beautiful particulars it) it, and which is drawn 
with such elegance of thought and phrase. I won- 
der that it is not written in letters of gold in the 
great hall of every country gentleman. 

*^ Who can find a virtuous wo^ian ? fbr her price 
is far above rubies. • 

" The heart of her husband doth safely trust in 
4ier, so that he shall have no need of spoil. 

<< She will do him good and not evil all the days 
of her life. 

(< She seekei^h wool and flax, and worketh wil- 
lingly with her hands. 

(« She is like the merchants ships, she bringeth 
her food from afar. 

<< She riseth also while it is yet night, and giv- 
eth meat to her household, and a portion to her 
maidens. 
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<* She considereth a field, and buyeth it ; with 
the fruit of her hands she planteth a vineyard. 

'^^ She girdeth her loins wiih strength, and 
strengtheneth her arms. 

" She perceiveth that her merchandise is good,; 
her candle goeth not out by night. 

" She layeth her hands to the spindle^ and her 
hands hold the distaff. 

" She stretcheth out her hand to the poor ; yea 
she reachcth forth her hands to the needy. 

" She is not afraid of the snow for lier household, 
for all her household are clothed with scarlet. 

" She maketh herself coverings of tapestry, her 
clothing is silk ^nd purple. 

*' Her husband is kno>f n in the gates, when he 
sitteth among the elders of the lancl. 

^' She niaketh fine linen, and selleth it, and de- 
livereth girdles unto the merchant. 

" Strength and honour are her clothing, and she 
shall rejoice in time to come. 

" She openeth her mouth with wisdom, and in 
her tongue is the law of kindness. 
^ " She looketh well to the ways of her household, 
^nd eateth not the bread of idleness. 

" Her children arise up, and call her blessed ; her 
husband also, and he praiseth her. 

^< Many daughters have done virtuously, but 
thou excellest them all. 

" Favour is deceitful, ■ and beauty is vain, but a 
woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. 

" Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her 
own works praise her in the gates.** 

Your humble servant.* 



w 2 
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< SIR> 

* 1 VENTURED to your lion with the following 
lines, upon an assurance, that if you thought them 
not proper food for your beast, you would at least 
permit him to tear them.' 

FROM' ANACREON. 



(( 



Best and happiest artisan, 
Best of painters, if you can, 
With ycnir many coloured art 
Paint the mistress pf my heart $ 
Describe the charms you hear from me 
(Her charms you could not paint and see). 
And make the absent nymph appear. 
As if her lovely self was here. 
First draw her easy -flowing hair . 
As soft and black as she is fair ; 
And, if your art can rise so high. 
Let breathing odours round her fly : . 
Beneath the shade of flowing jet 
The iv*ry forehead smoothly set. 
With care the sable brows extend. 
And in two arches nicely bend ; 
That the fair space, which lies between 
The meeting shade may scarce be seen« 
The eye must be uncommon fire j 
Sparkle, languish, and desire : 
The flames unseen must yet be felt ; 
Like Pallas kill, like Venus melt. 
The rosy cheek must seem to glow 
Amidst the white of new-fall'n snow. 
Let her lips persuasion wear. 
In silence elegantly fwr ; ' 

As if the blushing rivals strove. 
Breathing and inviting love. 
Below her chin be sure to deck 
With every grace her polish'd neck ; 
While all Uiat's pretty, soft and sweet 



i 
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In the swelling bosom meet. 

The rest in purple garments veil ; 

Her body, not her shape, conceal : 

Enough, the lovely work is done, i 

The breathing paint will speak anop/' 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble servant.* 

' MR. IRONSIDE,' / 

' The letter wWich I sent you some time ago, 
and Was signed English Tory, has made, as you 
must hai'e observed, a very great bustle in town. 
There are come out against me two pamphlets'and 
two Examiners ; but there are printed on my side 
a letter to the Guardian about Dunkirk, and a 
pamphlet Ubout Dunkirk or Dover. I am no pro- 
per judge who has the better of the argument) the 
Examiner or myself : but I am sure my seconds 
are better than his. I have addressed a defence 
against the ill treatment I have received for my let- 
ter (which ought to have made every man in Eng- 
land my friend) to the bailiff pf Stockbridge, be- 
cause, as the world goes, I am to think myself 
very much obliged to that honest man, and esteem 
him my patron, who allowed that fifty was a great- 
er number, than one and twenty, and returned me 
accordingly to serve for that borough. 

* There are very many scurrilous things said 
against me, but I have turned them to my advan- 
tage, by quoting them at large, and by that means 
swelling the volume to Is. price. If I may be so 
free with myself, I might put you in mind upon 
this, occasion of one of those animals which are fa- 
mous for their love of mankind, that when a bone 
is thrown at them . 11 to eating it, instead of flying 
at the person who threw it. P\s»8» x^ \^»^'^^« 



I 
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account of the channel, by the map at Will*?, and 
you will find what I represent concerning the im- 
portance of Dunkirk, as Xp its situation, very just. 

1 »-« c;*. 



I am, Sit, 



ini, our, 

very often your great admirer, 
Richard Steel^.' 



N« 169. THURSDAY, SEPT. 24, 1713. 



Otlvmque tueri 

yuMiit^ Ovid. Met. i. 89. 

And bade him lift to hesren his wondVing eyes. 

In fair weather, when my heart is cheered, and I 
feel that exaltation of spirits which results from 
light and warmth, joined with a beaytiful prospect 
of nature ; I regard myself as one placed by the 
hand of God in' the midst of an ample theatre, in 
ifirhich the sun, moon, and stars, and fruits aho, and 
vegetables of the earth, perpetually changing their 
positions, or their aspects, exhibit ah elegant en- 
tertainment to the understanding, as >well as to 
the eye. 

Thunder and lightning, rain and hail, the paint- 
ed bow, and the glaring comets, are decorations of 
this mighty theatre. And the sable hemisphere 
studded with singles, the bhie vault at noon, the 
gloHoUs gildiil^ and rich colours in the horizon, I 
look on as so many successive sceties. 

When I consider things in this light, methinks 
it is a sort of impiety to tva;^« no attention to the 
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course of nature* and the revolutions of the hea- 
venly bodies. To be regardless of tliose phenome- 
na that are placed.within our view, on purpose to 
entertain our faculties, and display the wisdom and 
power of their Creator, is an afiPrbnt to Providence 
of the same kind,(l hope it is not impious to make 
such a simile) as it would be to a good poet, to sjt 
out his play without minding the plot or beauties 
of it. 

And yet how few are there who attend to the 
drama of nature, its artificial structure, and those 
admirable machines, whereby the passions oi a 
philosopher are gratefully agitated, and his soul 
affected with the sweet emotions of joy and sur- 
prise 1 

How many fox-hunters and rural squires are 
to be found in Great Britain, who are ignorant that 
they have all this while lived on a planet ; that the 
sun is several thousand times bigger than the 
^arth ; and that there are other worlds within ouf 
view greater and more gloripus than our own ! 
* Ay, but,* says some illiterate fellow, * I enjoy 
the world, and leave others to contemplate it.' Yes^ 
you eat and drink, and run about upon it, tn<>t is^ 
you enjoy it as a brute ; but to enjoy it as a ration- 
al being, is to know it,. to be sensible of its great-. 
ness and beauty, to be delighted with its harmony, 
and by these reflections to obtain just sentiments of 
the Almighty mind that framed it. j 

The man who, unembarrassed with vulgar cares, 
leisurely attends to the flbx of things in heaven, 
and things on earth, and observes the lawh by 
which they are governed, hath secured to> himself 
an easy and convenient seat, where be beholds with 
pleasure all that passes on the stage of nature, ^v • ile 
those about him are, some ni&t »a&R.«.^^«sA ^"^^xv 
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struggling for the highest places, or turning their 
eyes from the entertainment prepared by, Provi- 
dence, to play at push pin with one another.. 

Within this ample circumference of the worW? 
the glorious lights that are hung on high, the me- 
teors in the middle region, the various livery of 
the earth, an4 the profusion of good things that 
distinguish the seasons, yield a prospect which an- 
nii^ilates all human grandeur. But when we have 
seen frequent returns of the same things, when we 
have often viewed the heaVen ^nd the earth in all 
their various array, our attention flags, and ^our 
admiration ceases. AU the art and magnificence 
in i^atore could not make us pleased with the same 
entertainment, presented a hundred years succes- 
sively to otir view. 

X I am led into this way o£ thinking by a question 
started the other night, viz. Whether it were pos- 
sible that a man should be weary of a fortunate and 
healthy course of life ? My opinion was that the 
bare repetition of the same objects, abstracted from 
all other ineonvenlences, was sufficient to create 
in our minds a distaste of the world ; and that the 
abhorrence old men have of death, proceeds rather 
from a distrust of what may follow, than from the 
prospect of losing any present enjoyments. For 
(as an ancient author somewhere expresses it) 
when a man has seen the vicissitudes of nig^t and 
davi winter and summer, spHng and autumn, the 
returning faces of several parts of nature, what is 
there further to detain his fancy here below I 

The spectacle indeed is glorious, and may bear 
viewing several times. But in very few scenes of 
revolving years, we feel a satiety of the same 
images ; the mind grows impatient to see the cur- 
taia drawny and behold new scenes disclosed ; and 
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the imagination is in this life, filled with a confused 
idea of the next. 

Death, considered in this light, is no more than 
passing from one entertainment to another. If the 
present objects are grown tiresome and distasteful^ 
it is in order to prepare our minds for a more ex- 
quisite relish of those which are fresh ahd new. If 
the good things we have hitherto enjoyed are tran- 
sient, they will be succeeded by those which the 
inexhaustible power of the Deity will supply to 
eternal ages. If the pleasures of our present state 
are blended with pain and uneasiness, our future 
will consist of sincere unmixed delights. Blessed 
hope ! the thought whereof turtis the very imper- 
fections of our nature iifto occasions of comfort 
and joy* 

But what consolation is left to the man who hath 
no hope or prospfect of these things ? View him in 
that part of life, when the natural decay of his 
faculties concurs witli the frequency of thie same 
objects to ^ake him weary of this world, when 
like a man who hangs upon a/precipicey his present 
fiituation is uneasy, and tlie moment that he quits 
his hold, he is sure of sinking into hell or anni- 
hilation. 

There is not any character so hateful as his who 
invents racks and tortures fof tnankmd. The free- 
thinkers make it their busoness to introduce doubts, 
perplexities, and despidr, into the minds of men^ 
and, according to the poet's rule, are most justly 
punished by their oim schemes. 
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K» iro. FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1713. 



I 7Vme» Danaas, et dona ftrente: 

ViRG. JEti. ii. 49. 

I fear your Greeks, with presents in their hands. 

London^ Sefit^ 22. 

'most VEttERABLE NESTOR, 

< The plan laid down' in your first paper gives me 
a title and authority to apply to you in behalf of 
the trading world. According^ to the general 
scheme you proposed in your said first paper, you 
have not professed only to entertain men of wit 
and polite taste, but also to be useful to the trader 
and artificer. You cannot do your country greater 
service than by informing all ranks of men 
amongst us, that the greatest benefactor to them 
all is the merchant. The merchant advances the 
gentleman's rent, gives the artificer food, and sup- 
plies the courtier's luxury. But give me leave to 
say, that neither you^ nor all your clan of wits, can 
put together so useful and commodious a treatise 
for the welfare of your fellow-subjects as that which 
an eminent merchant of this city has lately written. 
It is called, General Maxims of Trade, particularly 
applied to the Commerce between Great Britain 
and France. I have made an extract of it, so as to 
bring it within the compass of your paper, which 
take as follows. 

^ I. That trade which exports manufactures 
made of the product of the country, is undoubtedly 
good 9 such is the sending abroad our Yorkshire 
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cloth, Colchester baize, Exeter serges, Norwich 
stuffs. He, Which being made purely of British 
urool, as much as those exports amount to, so much 
is the clear giain of the nation. 

< ir That trade Which helps off the consumption 
of our superfluities, is also visibly advantageous ; as 
the exporting of allum, copperas, leather, tin, lead, 
coals, Sec. So much -as the exported superfluities 
amount untq, so much also is the cl^ar national 
profit. 

< III. The importing of foreign materials to be 
manufactured at home, especially when the goods, 
after they are manufactured^are mostly sent abroad, 
is also, without dispute, very beneficial ; as for in- 
stance, Spanish wool, which for that reason is ex- 
empted from paying any duties. 

* IV. The importation of foreign materials, to 
be manufactured here, although the manufactured 
goods are chiefly consumed by us, may be also be- 
neficial ; especially v/hen the said materials are 
procured in exchange for our commodities ; as 
raw silk, grogram-yarn, and other goods brought 
from Turkey. 

* V. Foreign' materials, wrought up here into 
such goods as would otherwise be imported ready' 
^lanufactured, is a means of saving money to the 
nation s such is the importation of hemp, flax, and 
raw silk ; it is therefore to be wondered at, that 
these commodities are not exempt from all duties, 
as well as Spanish wool. 

* VI. A trade may be called good which ex- 
changes manufactures for manufactures, and 
commodities for commodities. Germany takes 
as much in value of our woollen and other goods, 
as we do of their linen : by this means numbers 

VOL. III. X • 
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of people are employed on both sides^ to their 
muiUHi advtvntage. 

'VII. An importation of commodities, bought 
partly for money and partly for goods, mjiy be of 
pational advantage ; if the greatest part of the 
commodities thus imported, are again exported, 
jas in the case of East India goods, and generally 
ail imports of goods which are re-exported, are 
beneficial to a nation. 

' VIII. The carryingof goods from one foreign 
country to another, is a profitable article iii trade. 
Our ships are often thus employed between Por- 
tUj^al, Italy, and the Levant, and sometimes in 
the East Indies. 

* IX. When there is a' necessity to import goods 
which a nation cannot be without, although such 
goods are chiefly purchased with money, it can- 
not be accounted a bad trade, as our trade to Nor- 
■vKay and other parts, from whence are imported 
naval stores, and materials for building 

'But a trade is disadvantageous to a nation r 

' 1 . Which brings in things of mere luxury and 
pleasure, which are intirely, or for the most part, 
consumed among us; and such I reckon the 
.wine trade to be, especially when the wine is pur- 
chased with money, and not in exchange for our 
commodities. 

' 2. Much worse is that trade which brings in 
a coiTimodity that is not only consumed athongst 
us, but hindei's the consumption of the like quan- 
tity of ours, As is the importation of brandy, 
which hinders the spending of our extracts of 
miilt and molasses ; therefore very pinidently 
charjijed with excessive duties. 

< 3 That trade is eminently bad, which sup- 
plies the same goods as we maiitifactjire our- 
selves, especially if we can make enough for our 
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consumption: and I take this to be the ca^e of 
the silk manufacture ; which, with great labr ur 
and industry, is brought to perfection in Loimon, 
Canterbury, and other places. s 

* The Importation upon easy teiins of such man- 
ufactured as are already introduced in a country, 
must be of bad consequence, and check their 
progress ; as it would undoubtedly be the case 
of the linen and paper manufactures in Grteat 
Britain (lyhich are of late very much improved) 
if tho^e commodities were su-ffered to be brougtjt 
in without paying very high duties. ^ 

' Let us now judge of our trade yith France by 
the foregoing maxims. 

' I. The exportation of our woollen goods to 
France, is so well barred against, that there . is 
not the least hope of reaping any benefit by this 
article, i They have the^r work done for half the 
price we pay for ours. And since fhey send great 
quantities- qf woollen goods to Italy, Spain, Por- 
tugal, Turkey, the Rhine, and other places, al- 
though they pay a duty upon exportation, it is a 
demonstration, that they have more than is suffi- 
cient for their own wear, and' consequently no 
great occasion for any of ours. The French can- 
not but be so sensible of the advantage they have 
over us in t>oint of cheapness, and I do not doubt 
they will give us leave to import into France not 
only wop]len ^oods, but all other commodities 
whatsoever upon very easy duties, provided we 
permit them to impjort into Great Britain, wines, 
bnjindies, silks, lineji, and paper, upon paying the 
6^e duties as others do. And when that is 
done, you will send little more to France than 
now you dp, and they will import into Great Bri* 
taip^ ten tiines more than they now can. 
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< II. As to dur 8upei*fluitieS) it must be owned 
the French have occasion for some of them^ aft 
lead, tin, leather, copperas, coals, ailum, and sev- 
eral other things of small value, as also some 
few of our plantation commodities; but these 
goods /they will have whether we t^ke any of 
theirs or no, because they want them. AH these 
commodities together that the French want from 
us, may amount to about 200,0001. yearly. 

^III. As to materials;,! do not know of ajly 
one sort useful to u» that ever was imported, from 
France into England. They l^ave indeed hemp, 
ilax, and wool in abundance, and sovie raw silk ; 
but they are too wise to let us have any, especial- 
ly as long as they entertain any hopes we Ishall 
be so self-denying, as to take those < materials 
from them after they are manu&ctured. 

<IV. Exchanging commodities fot commodi- 
ties (if for the' like value on both sides) might be 
benencial ; but it is far from being ,the case be- 
tween us and France. Our ships wept constant-^ 
ly in ballast (exCept now and then some lead) tQ 
St. Malo, Morlaix, Nantes, Rochelle, Bourdeauxy 
Bayonne, &c. anxl ever came back full of linen, 
wines, brandy, and paper; a^nd if it was so before 
the revolution, when one of our pounds sterling 
cost the French but thirteen livres, what are they 
like to take from us (except what they of neces- 
sity want) now -that for each pound sterling they 
must pay us twenty livres, which enhances the 
price of all British commodities to the French 
above fifty per cent. 

* V. Goods imported to be Pc-exported, is cer- 
tainly a national advantage ; but few or no French 
goods are ever exported from Great Britain, ex- 
cept to our plantations, but all are consumed at 
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home ; therefore no benefit can be reaped this 
way by the French trade. , . 

* VI. Letting ships to freig^ht c^npot but \}t of 
some profit to a nation : but it Hrx^ty rare if the 
French ever make use of any other ships than 
their own ; they victual and man cheaper than 
we,' therefore nothing is to be got from them by 
this article. 

' VII. Things that are of absolute necessity 
Cannot be reckoned prejudicial to a nation ; but 
France produces nothing that is necessary, or 
eVen convenient, or but which we had better be 
without, except claret. 

*VIII. If the importation of conjmodities of 
mere luxury^ to be consumed amongst us, be a 
sensible' disadvantage, the French trade in this 
particular might be highly pernicious to this na- 
tion ; for if the duties on French wines be lower- 
ed to a considerable degree^ the least we can 
suppose would be imported into England and 
Scotland is 18,000 tons a year, which being most 
clarets, at a moderate computation would cost in 
France 44,0001. 

^ IX. As to brandy ; since we haye laid high 
duties upon it, the (Ustilling of spirits from malt 
and molasses is much improved and increased, 
by means oi which a good sum of money is year- 
ly saved to the nation ; for very little brandy hath 
been imported either from Italy, Portugal, or 
Spain, by reason that our English spirits are near 
as ' good as those countries' brandies. But as 
French brandy is esteemed, and is indee(j[ very 
good, if the e^^traordinaiy duty on that liquor be 
taken ofip^ there is no doubt but great quantities 
will be imported. We will suppose only 3000 
tons a year, which will cost Great Britain 70,0001. 

%2 ■ 
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yearly^ and prejudice besides the extracts of our 
own ma't spirits. , 

* X. Linen is an article of more consequence 
than many people are awarie of: Ireland, Scotland, 
varicj several counties -in England, have made 
large steps towards the improvement of that use- 
ful manufacture, both in quantity and quidity; 
and with good encouragement would doxibtlesd^ 
in a few years, bring it to perfection, and per- 
haps make sufficient for our own consumption ; 
which besides employing great numbers of peo- 
ple, and improving many acres, of land, would 
save us a good sum of money, which is yearly 
laid out abroad in that commodity. As the case 
stands at present, it improves daily ; but if the 
duties on French linen be reduced, it is to be 
feared it will come over so cheap, that our looms 
must be laid aside, and 6 or 700,0001. a year be 
sent over to France for that commodity. 

'XI.' The manufacture of paper is very near 
akm to that of linen. Since the high duties laid 
on foreigrt paper, and that none hath been im- 
ported from France, where it is cheapest, the 
malting of it is increased to such a degree in Fjig- 
land, that we import none of the lower sorts from 
abroad, and make them all ourselves ; but if the 
French dutirs be taken off, undoubtedly most of 
the mills which are employed in the making of 
white piper, must feave off their work, and 30 or 
40,0001. a year be remitted over to France for 
that commodity. 

^ XII- The last article cbncernsthe silk manu- 
facture. Since the late'French wars, it is increas- 
ed to a mighty degree. Spitaifields alone manu- 
factures to the amount of two millions a year, and 
were daily improving, till the late fears about 
lowering the French duties. What pity ! that so 
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noble a manufacture, so extensive and so benefi- 
cial to an infinite number of people, should rim 
the hazard of being ruined I It is however to be 
feared, that if the French can import their wrought 
silk upon easy terms, they outdo us so much in 
chea]mess of labour, and they have Italian and 
Jlievant raw silk upon so much easier terms than 
we, besides great quantities of their own in Pro- 
vence, Languedoc, and 6ther provinces, that in 
all probability half the looms in Spitalfields would 
be laid down, and our ladies be again clothed in 
French silks. The loss that would atcrue to the 
nation by so great a mischief, cannot ve valued 
at less dian 500,0001. a year. 

<To sum up all, if we pay to France yeirly 
For their wines ' - - - iC.450,000 
For their brandies - - - 70,000 

For their linen - - - 600,000 

For their paper > - - . 30,000 

For their silks - - - 5Q0,000 



:G. 1,650,000 

< And they take from us in lead, tin,T 
leather, allum, copperas, coals, horn I „ ^ ^ 
plates, Sec. and plantation goods to the j ' 
value of - - - - - J 

< Great Britain loses by the balanced , . 

of that trade yearly - . - - ^h^^^OfiOO 

< All which is humbly submitted to your con- 
sideration, by. 

Sir, your most humble servant. 
Generosity Thrift.' 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 

For the Protection of Honour^ Truths Virtue^ 

and Innocence. 

<< Mr. Ironside lias ordered his amanuensis to 
prepare for his perusal whatever he may have 
gathered) from his table-talk, or otherwise, a vol- 
ume to be printed in twelves, called. The Art of 
Defamation discovered. This piece is to consist 
of the true characters of all persons calumniated 
by the Examiner ; and s^ter such characters, the 
true and only method of sullying them set forth 
in examples from the ingenious and artificial au- 
thor, the said Examiner. 

" N. B. To this will be added the true charac- 
ters of persons he has commended, with obser- 
vations to shew, that panegyric is not that author'^ 
talent." 



« 



No. in. (^ABDIAN. 253 



N** in. SATURDAY, SEPT. 26, iriS. 



JP'uit itta quondam in hacrepublica virtus, ut viri fortes acri- 
oribus suppliciis civem fiemiciosum, quhn acerbissimum 
hostem coercerent. 

CiCER. in Catilin. 

There was once that virtue in this coirimonwealth, that 
a bad fellow -citizen was thought to deserve a severer 
correction than the bitterest enemy. 

I HAVE received letters of congratulation and 
thanks from several of the most eminent choco- 
late-houses and cbflfee -houses, upon my late gal- 
lantry and success in opposing myself to the Ibng- 
8 words. One tells me, that whereas his rooms were 
too little before, now>his customers can saunter up 
and down from comer to comer, and table to ta- 
ble, without any let or molestation. I find I have 
likewise cleared a great many alleys atid by-lanes, 
made the public walks about town more spacious, 
and all the passages about the court and the Ex- 
change more free and open. Several of my fe^ 
male wards have sent me the kindest billets upon 
this occasion, in which they tell me, that I have 
saved them some pounds in Ihe year, by freeing 
their furbelowi^ flounces, and hoops, from the 
annoyance both of hilt and point. A scout whom 
I sent abroad to observe the posture and to pry 
into the intentions of the enemy, brings me word, 
that the Terrible club is quite blown up, and 
that I have totally routed the men that seemed 
to delight in arms. My lion, whose jaws are at 
all hours open to intelligence, informs me, that 
tbere are a few enormous wea^oTv^^VVVVxvXsssvss? 



254 GUARDIAN. No. 171. 

but that they are to be met with only in gaming- 
houses, and sonae of the obscure retreats of lovers 
in and about Drurjr-lane and Covent-garden. I 
am highly delighted with an adventure that befel 
my witty antagonist Tom Swagger, captain of the 
band of loilg-swords. He had the misfortune 
three days ago to fall into company with a master 
of the noble science of defence, who taking Mr. 
Swagger by bis habit, his mien, and the airs he 
gave himself, to be one of the profession, gave 
fiim a fair invitation to Marrow-bone, to exercise 
at the usual weapons. The captain thought this 
so foul a disgrace to a gentleman, that he si link 
away in the greatest confusion, and has never 
been since seen at the Tilt-yard cofFee-house, nor 
in any of his usual haunts. 

As- there is nothing made in vain, and^as every 
plant and every animal, though never so noisome 
has its use in the creation; so these men of ter- 
ror may be disposed of, so as to make* a figure 
in the polite world. It was in this view, that I 
re^ceived a' visit last night from a person, w^ho 
pretends to be employed here from several for- 
eign princes in ifegociating matters of less im- 
portance. He tells me, that the continual wars 
m Europe have in a manner quite drained the 
Cantons of Swisserland of these supernumerary 
subjects, and that he foresees there will be a gre^ 
scarcity of them to serve at the entrance of courts, 
and in the palaces of great men. He is of opin- 
ion this want may very seasonably be supplied 
out of the great numbers of such gentlemen, as 
I have given notice of in my paper of the 25th 
^ast, and that his design is in a few weeks, when 
the town fills, to put out public advertise- 
ments to this effect, not questioning but it itiay 
turn to a good account : ' that if any persons of 
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good stature and fierce demesuiour, as well mem- 
bers of the Terrible club, as others of the like 
exterior ferpcity, whose ambition i$ to coek and 
look big, without exposing themselves to any 
bodily danger, will repair to his lodgings ; they 
sbaii, provided they bring their swords with 
them, be furnished with shoulder-belts, broad 
ha{s, red feathers, ai>d halberts, and be trans- 
ported without further trouble into several courts 
and families of distinction^ whjsre they may eat 
and drink and strut at free cost/ As this pro- 
ject was not communicated to me fpr a secret, I 
thought it might be for the service of the above- 
said^ persons to / divulge it with all convenient 
speed ; that those wha are dii^osed to employ 
their talents to the best advantage, and to shine 
in the station of life for which they seem to be 
born? may have time to adorn their upper lip, by 
raising a quick set beard there in the form of 
whiskers, that they may pass to all intents and 

purposes for true Swissers. 

</ 

< INDEFATIGABLE NESTOK, 

• GivE me leave to thank you, in behalf of my- 
self and my whole family, for the ^aily diversion 
and improvement we receive from your labour*. 
At the same time I must acquaint you, that we 
have all of us taken a mighty liking to your lion. 
His roarings are the joy of my heart, and I have 
a little boy, not three years old, that talks of no- 
thirig else, and who, I hope^ will be more afraid 
of him as he grows up. That your ammal may 
be kept in good plight, and not roar for want of 
prey ; I shall, out of my esteem and affeqjpbn for 
ygu, contribijte what I can towards his suste- 
nance ; "Love me, love my lion," says the pro- 
verb. I will not pretend) at any time^ to Cie\>s?^' 
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out a full meal for him; but I shall now and 
then send him a savoury morsel, a tid bit. You 
must know, I am but a kind of holiday writer, 
and never could find in my heart to set my pen 
to a work of above five or six periods long. My 
friends tell me my performances are liule and 
pretty. As they have| no manner of connection 
one with another, I write them upon loose pieces 
of paper, and throw them into a drawer by them- 
selves ; this drawer I call the lion's pantry. I 
give you my word, I put nothing into it but what 
is clean and wholesome nourritufe. Therefore 
pray remember me to the lion, and let him know^ 
that I shall always pick and cull the pantry for 
him ; and there are morsels in it, I can assure 
you, will make his chaps to water. 

I am, with the greatest respect, Sir, 

your most obedient servant, 
and most assiduous reader.' 

I must ask pardon of Mrs. Dorothy Care, that 
I have suffered her billet to lie by me these three 
weeks without taking the least notice of it. But 
I believe the kihd warning in it, to our sex, will 
not be now too late. 

^ GOOD MR. IRONSIDE, 

< I HAVE waited with impatience for that same 
uniqorn, you promised should be erected for the 
fiur sex. My business is, before winter comes 
on, to desire you would precaution yourovfn ^ex 
against being Adamites, by exposing theii* bare 
breasts to the rigour of the season. It was this 
practice amongst the fellow^, which at first en- 
couraged our s^x to shew so much of their necks. 
The downy dock«leaves you speak of would make 
good stomachers for the beaus. In a word, good 



/ 
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Nestor, so long^ as the men take a pride in shew^o 
ing their hairy skins, we may with a much bet* 
ter grace set out our snowy chests to view. We 
are, we own, the weaker, but at the same time 
you must owa, much the more beautiful sest. 

I am, Sir, 

your humble reader, 
- ( Dorothy Care/ 
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•^yitatn excoluere per artes. Vieo. iEn. vi. 663. 

They grac*d their age with new invented arts. 

. 'Dryden*. 

< MR. IRONSIDE, 

«I HATE been a long time in expectation of some- 
thing from you on the i^bject of speech and let- 
ters. I believe the world might be as agreeably 
entertained, on that subject, as with any thing 
that ever came into the lion's mouth. For this 
end I send you the following sketch ; and am, 
yours, Philogram.' 

* Upon taking a view of the several species of 
living creatures our earth is stocked with, we 
may easily observe, that the lower orders of them, 
such as insects and fishes, are wholly without a 
power of milking known their wants and calami- 
ties. Others, which ai?e coliversant with man, 

VOL. III. t . ' 
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have some few ways of expressing the pleasure 
and pain they undergo by certain sounds and 
gestures ; but man has articulate sounds whereby 
to make known his inward sentiments and afifec- 
tioDS, though his organs of speech are no othei'' 
than vfhai he has in common with many other 
less perfect animals. But the use of letters, as 
significative of these sounds, is such an additional 
improvement tp them, that I know not whether 
we ought not to attribute the invention of them 
to the assistance of a power more than human. 

' There is this great difficulty which could not 
but attend the first invention of letters, to wit, 
that all the^ world must conspire in af&xing stea- 
dily the same signs to their sounds, which affix- 
ing was at first as arbitrary as possible ; there be- 
ing no more connection between the letters and 
the sounds they are expressive of, than there is 
between those sounds and the ideas of the mind 
they immediately stai>d for. Notwithstanding 
which difficulty, and the variety of languages; 
the powers of the letters in each are very nearly 
the same, being in all places about twenty-four« 

< But be the difficulty of the invention as it will, 
the use of it is manifest, particularly in the ad- 
vantage it has above the' method of conveying 
our thoughts by words or sounds, because this 
way we are confined to narrow limits of place and 
time : whereas we may have occasion to corres- 
pond with a friend ^t a distance ; or desire, upon a 
particular occasion, to take the opinion of an ho- 
nest gentleman who has been dead this * thou- 
sand years. Both which defects are supplied by 
the noble invention of letters. By this means f 

* These thousand years. — ^ 
t These meana^ or, this raeao. 
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we materialize our ideas, and make them as last- 
ing as the ink and paper, their vehicles. This 
making our thoughts by art visible to the eye, 
which nature had made intelligible only by the 
ear, is next to the adding a sixth sense, arit is a 
supply in xase of the defect of one of the five 
nature gave us, namely, hearing, by making the 
voice become visible. 

' Have any of any school of painters gottea 
themselves an immortal name, by drawing a face, 
or painting a landskip ; by laying down on a piece 
of canvas a representation only of what nature had 
given them originals ? What applauses wHl he 
merit, who first made his ideas to sit to his pen- 
cil, and drew to his eye the picture of his mind t 
Painting represents the outward man, or the shell ; 
but cannot reach the inhabitant within, or the ve- 
ry organ by which the inhabitant is revealed. 
This art may reach to represent a face, but can- 
not paint a yoice. Kneller can draw the majesty 
of the queen's person ; Kneller can draw her su- 
blime air, and paint her bestowing hand as iigiir as 
the lily ? but the historian must inform posterity, 
that she has one peculiar excellence above all 
other mortals, that her ordinalry speech is more 
charming than song. 

^But to drop the comparison of this art with 
any other, let us see the benefit of it in itself. By 
k the English trader may hold commerce with 
the inhabitants of the East or West Indies, with- 
out the trouble of a journey. Astronomers seat- 
ed at a distance of the earth's diameter asunder, 
may confer ; what is spoken and thought at one 
pole, may be heard and understood at tht other. 
The philosopher who wished he had a window in 
his breast, to lay open his heart to all the worldi^ 
might as easily have reve^Xe^ VSafc ^sfcd^\s»^ ^ 
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it this way, and as easily left them to tlie 
world, as wished it,- This silent art by speaking 
by letters, remedies the inconvenience arising 
from distance of time, as well its place ; and is 
much beyond that of the Egyptians, who could 
preserve their mummies for ten centuries. This 
preserves the works of the immortal part of men, 
so as to make the dead still useful to the living. 
To this we are beholden for the works of De- 
mosthenes and Cicero, of Seneca and Plato : with- 
out it the Iliad of Homer, and ^neid of Virgil 
had died with theil* authors ; but by this art those 
excellent men still speak to us. 

< I shall be glad if what I have said on this 
art, gives you any new hints for the more useful 
or agreeable application of it 

I am, Sir, &c.' 

I shall conclud%this paper with an extract from 
a poem in praise of the invention of writing, 
< written by a lady.' I am glad of such a quota- 
tion, which is not only another instance how much 
the world is obliged to this art, but also a shin- 
ing example of what I have heretofore assert- 
ed, that the fair sex are t^ capable as men 
of the liberal sciences ; and indeed there is no 
very good argument against the frequent instruc- 
tion of females of condition this way, but that they 
are but too powerful without that advantage. 
The verses of the charming author are as follow : 

* Blest be the man ! his memory at least. 
Who found the art thus to unfold his breast ; 
And taught succeeding times an easy way 
Their secret thoughts by letters to convey ; 
To baffle absence, and secure delight. 
Which till that time was limited tb sight. 
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The parting farewel spoke, the last adieu^ 

The lessening distance past, then loss of view, 

The friend was g^ne which some kind moments {^ve 

And absence separated, like the g^ve. ' 

When for a wife the youthful patriarch sent. 

The camels^ jewels, and the steward went. 

And wealthy equipage, though grave and stow : 

But not a line, that mijg^ht the lover show. 

The ring and bracelets woo*d her hands and arms,. 

But had she known of melting words and charms. 

That under secret seals in ambush lie 

To catch the soul, when drawn into the eye ; 

The fair .ssyfian had not took his guide. 

Nor her soft heart in chains of pearl been ty'd.' 
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»Nec tera eomantem 



Uhreittufttf autflexi tacuUsem vitnen acctntkif 
PtUlentetque hederas, et amant^s littora tnyrto*, 

, Vipg. Georg. iv. 122. 

f 

The late narcissus, and the winding trail 
Of bears-^oot, myrtles g^en, and ivy pale. 

Drydxit. 

I LATELY to^ a particular friend of mine to my 
house in the <:ountry, not^ithout some apprehen- 
sion that it could afford little entertainment to a 
man of his polite taste, particularly in architec- 
ture and gardening, wha had so long been con- 
versant with all that is beautiful and great in 
either. But it was a pleasant surprise to me, to 
hear him often declare, he had found in my little 
retirement that beauty which Vi^ ^vi«^^ ^ic«»si^ 

T 2 ^ 
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wanting in the nM)st celebrated seats^ or if you 
will villas, of the" nation. This he described to 
me in those verses, with which Martial begins 
one of his epigrams : 

* Baiana nostri xilla^ Baste, Foustini, 
Non otion* ordinata tnyrtetti, 
Viduaque piatano, tonsilique imxeto, 
Jngrata lati tpatia detinct catnpi ; 

Sed rure vera bar baroque laeiatur* Ep. Iviii, 3. 

* Our friend Faustinas' country seat I've seen : 
No myrtles, plac'd in rows, and idly green. 

No widow'd plantane, nor clip'd box-tree, there. 
The useless soil unprofitably share ; 
But simple nature's hand, with nobler grace. 
Diffuses artless beauties o'er the place.' 

There is certainly something in the amiable 
simplicity 6i unadorned Nature that spreads over 
the mind a more noble sort of tranquillity, and a 
loftier sensation of pleasure, than can be raised 
from the nicer scenes of Art. 

This was the taste of tlie ancients in their gar- 
dens, as we may discover &om the descriptions 
extant of' them. The two most celebrated wits 
of the world have each of them left us a particu- 
lar picture of a garden ; wherein those great mas- 
ters, being wholly uncoiifined, and painting at 
pleasure, may be thought to have given a full 
idea of what they esteemed most excellent in this 
way. These (one may observe) consist entirely 
of the useful part of horticulture, fruit-trees, 
herbs, water, &c. The pieces I am speaking of, 
are Virgil's account of the garden of the old Co- 
rycian, and Homer^s of that of Alcinous. The first 
of these is already known to the Englbh reader, 
by the excellent versions of 'Mr. Drydv^n and Mi*. 
Addison. The other having never been attempt- 
ed in our language m\ib«»7 ^\^^«i^^>^sA\iS5vwv 
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the most d)eautiful plan of this sort that can be 
imagined, I shall here present the reader with a^ 
translation of it. ' 

The Garden of Alcinoua^from Homer* a Odyaa. viL 

* Close to the gates a spacious jgarden lies, ' 
From storms defended and inclement skies : 
iFour acres wrs the allotted space of greund, 
Fenc'd with a green inclosiire all around. 
Tall thriving trees confess the fruitful mould ; 
The redd'ning apple ripens here to gold ; 
Here the blue fig with luscious juice overflows. 
With deeper red the full pomegranate glows : 
The branch here bends beneath the weighty pear. 
And verdant olives flourish rou^d the year. 
The balmy spirit of the western gale 
. Eternal breathes on fruits untaught to fail : 
Each dropping pear a following pear supplies, 
On apples apples, figs on figs arise ; 
The same mild season gfives the blboms to blow. 
The bucls to harden, and the fruits to g^ w. 

' Here order'd vines in equal ranks appear. 
With all the united labours of the year 
Some to unload the fertile branches rim. 
Some dry the black'ning clusters in the sun. 
Others to tread the Uquid harvest join, 
The groaning presses foam with floods of wine. 
Here aye the vines in early flow'r descry 'd, 
H^re grapes discolour'd on the sunny side. 
And there in Autumn's richest purple dy*d. 

* Bieds of all various hetbs fbr evergreen. 
In beauteous order terminates, the scene.' 

\ 

t 

•Two plenteous' fountains the whole prospect 

/ crown'd; v 
This through the gardens leads its streams around. 
Visits efich plant, and waters all the ground : 
While that in pipels beneath tjie palace flows. 
And thence its current on the town bestows ; 
To various use their various st^eMsv^^Ja^^J\s^w%^ 
The people one, and one sw^igWt* Viva Vaxv^.^ 
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Sir Willkm Temple has remarked, that this 
description contains all the just£st rules and pro- 
visions which can go toward composing the best 
gardens. It« extent was four acres, which in 
those times of simplicity was looked upon as a 
iarge one, even for a prince } it was inclosed aH 
round for defence; and for conveniency joined 
close to the gates of the palace. 

He mentions next the trees which were stand- 
ards, and suffered to grow to their full height. 
The .fine descriptioji of the fruits that never fuil- 
ed, and the eternal zephyrs, is only a more no- 
ble and poetical way of expressing the continual 
succession of one fruit after another throughout 
the year. ^ 

The vineyard seems to have been a plantation 
distinct from the garden; as also the beds, of 
greens mentioned afterwards at the extremity of 
the inclosure, in the nature and usui^l place of 
our kitchen gardens. 

The two fountains are disposed very remarka- 
bly. They rose within the inclosure, and were 
brought by conduits, or ducts, one of them to 
water all parts of the gardens, and the other un- 
derneath the palace into the town for the service 
of the public. 

How contrary to this simplicity is the modem 
practice of gardening ! We seem to make it our 
study to recede from Nature, not only in the va- 
rious tonsure of greens into the most regular and 
formal shapes, but even in monstrous attempts 
beyond the reach of the art itself. We run into 
sculpture, and are /yet better pleased ta have our 
trees in the most awkward figures of men and 
Animals; than in the most regular of their own. 
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* Hinc et nexilibua videos cfrondibua hortM, 
Implexos late niuros, et mania circitm 
Porrigerci et iatat e ramis surgere hirres ,• 
Defiexaw, et myrtutn in puppes, atque area rostrarT 
In buxisque undarejretum, a^que e rare rudentet. ' 
Parte aiiafrond^e suia tentoria castris ; 
Scutaque spieulaque etjaculantia citria vdllos* 

' Here interwoven branches forn* a wall^ 
An,d from the living fence green tuirets rise ; 
There ships of myrtle sail in seas of box ; 
A green encampment yonder meets the eye. 
And loaded citrons beai^ing shields and spears.' 

I believe it is no wrong bt)servation9 that per<> 
^ns of genius, and those who are most capable 
of Art, are always most fond of Nature : as such , 
are chiefly sensible, that all Art consists in the 
imitation and study of Nature. On the contrary, 
people of the common level of understanding are 
principally delighted with the little niceties and 
fantastical operations of Art, and constantly think 
that finest which is least natural. A citizen is no 
sooner proprietor of a couple pf yews, bi^t he en- 
tertains thoughls.of er^tin^ them into giants, like 
those of Guildhall. I kfiiow an eminent cook^ 
who beautified his country seat with a coi:onation 
dinner in greens ; where you see the champion 
flourishing on horseback at one end of the table, 
and the queen in perpetual youth at the other. 

For the benefit of all my loving countrymen of 
this curious taste, I shall here publish a cata- 
logue of" greens to be disposed of by an eminent 
town gardener, who has lately applied to me up- 
on this head. He represents, that for the advance- 
ment of a politer sort of ornament in the villas 
and gardens adjacent to this great city, and in or- 
der to distinguish those places from the mere 
barbarous countries of gros^ '^^\xrc^> ^^ ^^ae^^ 
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stands much in need of a virtuoso gardener who 
had a turn to sculpture, and is thereby capable of 
improving upon the ancients of his profession in 
the imagery of evergreen*. My correspondent 
is arrived to such perfection, thai he cuts family 
pieces of men, women, or children. Any ladies 
that please may have their own effigies in myrtle, 
or their own husbands in hom-beAm. He is a pu- 
ritan wag, and never fails when he shews his gar- 
den, to repeat that passage in the Psalmis, 'Thy 
wife shall be as the fruitful vine, and thy children 
as olive bi*anthes round thy table.' I shall proceed 
to his catalogue, as ht sent it for my recommen- 
dation. 

< Adam and Eve i^ yew ; Adam a little shattered 
by the fall 6f the tree of knowledge in the great 
storm : Eve and the serpent very flourishing. 

* The tower of Babel not yet finished. 

< St. George in box ; his arm^scarce long enougby 
but will be in condition ^o stick the dragon by 
next A^rih, 

' A green dragon of the same, with a tail of 
ground-ivy fqt the present 
' N. B. These two not to be sold separately. 
' Edward the Black Prince in cypress. 

* A laurestihe bear4n blossom, with a- juniper 
hunter in berries. ^ 

' A pair of giants, stunted, to be sold cheap> 
^ ^ A queen Elizabeth in phylyraea, a little inclin- 
iJig to, the green-sickness, but of full growth. 

'Another queen Elizabeth in myrtle, which 
was very forward, but miscarried by being too 
near a savine. 

f An old maid of honour in wormwood. 

^ A topping Ben Jonson in laureL 
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* Divers eminent modem poets in bays, some- 
-what blighted, to be disposed o^ a pennyworth. 

' A quickset hog, shot up into a porcupine, by 
its being forgot a week in rainy weather. 

' A lavender pig with sage growing in his belly. 

' Noah's ark in holly, standing on the mount ; 
tfte ribs a little damaged for want of water. 

' A pail' of maidenheads in fir, in great forward- 
ness-* 
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Sialve Pceoriia larghor rfobillh undapy 

Salve Dardanii gloria magna soli: 
Pubitca mr^rborimi requiesy commune medentum^ 

Au^i^ium, pr^sens numeuy ine^nptasaltu. 

Claud. 

Hail, p^eatest good Dardaniaiv fields besk}w» 
At whose command Paeonian yvaters flow, 
lTnpui«chas'd health ! that dost thy aid impart 
Both to the patient, and the doctor's art I 

In public assemblies there are generally some en- 
vious splenetic people, who. having no^ merit to 
procure respect, are ever nnding fault with those 
who distinguish themselves. This happens more 
frequently at those places, where this season of 
the yeai' calls persons of both sexes together for 
their health. I have had reams of letters from 
Batht Epsom, Tunbridge, and Saint Wencfrede's 
well; wherein I could observe that a concern for 
honour and virtue proceeded from the want of 
health, beauty, or fine petticoats. A lady who 
!^ubscribes herself Eudocia^ writes^ ^, Vi\\x«t Vss?^^'^- 
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tiye against Cbloe the celebrated dancer ; but I 
have learned, that she herself is lame of the rheu- 
matism. Another, who bath been a prude ever 
since she had the small-pox, is veiy bitter agsdnst 
the coquettes and their indecent airs ; and a sharp 
'wit hath sent me a keen epigram against the 
gamesters; but I took notice, that it was not 
written upon g^lt paper. 

Having had several strange pieces of intelli- 
gence from the Bath ; as, thatmore constitutions 
were weakened, there than repsdred ; that the 
physicians were not more busy in destroying old 
bodies, than the young fellows in producing new 
ones ; with several other common-place strokes 
of raillery ; I resolved to look upon the company 
there, as I returned lately out of the country. It 
was a great jest to see such a grave ancient per- 
son as I am, in an embroidered cap and brocade 
night-gown. But, besides the necesBity of com- 
plying with the custom, by these means; I passed 
undiscovered, and had a pleasure I much covet, 
of being tlpne in a crowd. It was no little satis- 
faction to me, to view the mixt mass of all ages 
and dignities upon a level, partaking of the same 
benefits of nature, and mingling in the same di- 
^rersions. I sometimes entertained myself by ob- 
serving what a large .quantity of ground was hid 
under spreading petticoats ^ and what little patch- 
es of earth were covered by creatures with wigs 
and hats, in comparison to those spaces that were 
distinguished by flounces, fringes, and furbeiows. 
From the earth my fancy was diverted to the 
water, where the distinctions of sex and condi- 
tion are concealed ; and where the mixture of 
men and women hath given occasion to some 
persons of li^ht imagination^ to compare the Bath 
"0 the fountam of SalmaciS) which had the virtue 
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6f joining the two sexes into one person ; or to 
the stream wherein Diana washed herself^ when 
she bestowed horns on Acteon; but by one of a 
serious turn, these healthful springs may rathet 
be likened to the Stygian waters, which made the 
body invulnerable ; or to the river of Lethe, one 
draught of which washed away all pain and an^^ 
guish in a moment. \ 

As I have taken Up a name which Ought to 
abound in humanity, I shall make it my business^ 
in this paper, to cool and assuage those malignant 
humours of scandal which run throughout th^ 
body of men and women there assemmed ; and 
after the manner of those, Yimous waters, I will 
endekvour to wipe away all foul aspersione, to 
restore a bloom ^and vigour to decayed reputa^- 
tiohs, and s%t injured charaypters upon their \t^^ 
again. I shall herein regulate myself by the ex« 
ample of that good man, who used to.talk witb 
charity of the greatest villains; nor was evet* 
heard to speak with rigour of any one, until hi^ • 
affirmed with severity that Nero was a wag. 

Having thus prepared thee, gentle readet*, t 
shall not scruple to entertain thee with a pane- 
gyric upon the gamesters, t have indeed spokeii 
incautiously heretofore of that class of men; but 
I should forfeit all titles to modesty, should I any 
longer oppose the common sense of the nobility 
and gentry of the kingdom. Were we to treat 
all those with contempt, who are the favouriteiSt 
of blind chance, few levees would be crowded. 
It is not tiie height of sphere in which a nxati 
jnoves^ but the manner in which he acts, thajt 
makes Jhim truly valuable. When therefore I se6 
a gentleman lose hl& mdney ^ith serenity, I re- 
cognise in him 9U the great quaU.tiQ{iOt ^i^Q&S«^^ 
voir. tit. X 



SrO GUARDUN. No. 174. 

pher. If he stoi^ms, and invokes the gods, I la- 
ment that he is not placed at the head of a regi- 
ihent. The great gi^avity of the countensmces 
round Harrison's table, puts me in mind of a coun- 
cil board ; and the indefatigable application of the 
several combatants ftimish me with an unanswer- 
able reply to those gloomy mortals, who censure 
this as an idlp life^ In short, I caimot see any 
reason why gehtlem'en should be hindered from 
raising a fortune by those means, which at the 
same time erilarge their minds. Nor shall I 
speak dishonourably of some little artifice anil 
iinesse used upon these occasions ; ' since the 
world is so just to any man who is become a 
possessor of health, as not to respect him the 
less,*for. the mcithods'he took to come by it. 

Upon considerations like these the ladies share 
in these diversions/*' I must own, that I receive 
great pleasure in seeing my pretty cbuntrjrwbmen 
jcrigaged in an amusement Which puts them upon 
produciiig so many virtues. Hereby they ac-», 
quire such a bdldness, as raises them near that 
lordly creature, man. Here they are taught such 
contempt of wealth, as may dilate their minds, 
and prevent many curtain lectures. Their natural 
tenderness is a weakne^^s here easily unlearn- 
ed ; and I find my soul exalted, when I see a lady 
sacrifice the fortune of her children with as little 
concern as a Spartan or a Roman dame. In such 
a place as the Bath I might urge, that the cast- 
ing of a die is indeed the properest exercise for 
a fair creature to assist the waters; not to men- 
tion the opportunity it gives to display the welk 
turned arm, and to scatter to advantage the rays 
of the. diamond. But I am satisfied, that the 
gamester ladies hshre surmounted the little vaiu- 
tk& ai «hewii\& tbdr b«?9cr:^ which they so &r 
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neglect^ a3 to tfirow their features into distort 
tions, and wear away their lilies and roses in 
tedious watching, and restless lucubrations, i 
should rather observe that their chief passion is 
an emulation of manhood ; which I am the morei 
inclined to believe, because, in spite of all slan- 
ders, their confidence in their viitue keeps them 
up all night, with the most dangerous creatures 
of our, sex. It is to me an undoubted argument 
of their case of conscience, ibat they go' directly 
from church to the gaming-table ; and so highly 
reverence play, as to make it a great psUt of their 
exercise on Sundays. 

The Water Poets are an innocent tribe, and 
deserve all the encouragement I can give them.. 
It would be barbarous to treat those authors with 
bitterness, who never write ott|bof the season, and 
whose works are useful with ffe waters.. I made 
it my care therefore to sweeten some sour critics 
who were sharp upon a • feti^ sonnets, which, to 
.speak in the language of the Bath,^ were mere 
alkalies. I took particular notice of a lenitive 
electuary, which was wrapped up in some of these 
gentle compositions ; and am persuaded that th& 
pretty one who took it, was as much relieved by 
the cover as the r medicine. There are an hun- 
dred ^general topics put into metre every year, 
viz. <The lover is inflamed in the water; or, he 
finds his death where he sought his cure ; or, the 
nymph feels her own pain, without regarding her 
lover's torment.' These being for ever repeated, 
have at present a very good effect ; and a physi- 
cian assures me, that laudanum is almost out of 
doors at Bath. 

The physicians here are . very numerous, but 
^ery go6d-natured. To ihfise charitable gentle- 
men I owe, that I was cured, iw ^v^fe^^'ossAs 
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of more dUtempef s that I ever had in roy life. 
They had almost killed me with their humanity. 
A learned fellow-lodger prescribed me a little 
something, at my first coming, to k^eep up my 
spirits ; and the next morning I was so much en- 
livened by another, as to have an order to bleed 
for my fever. I was proffered a cure for the 
scurvy by a third, and had a recipe for the drop* 
sy gratis before night. In vain did I modestly 
decline these favou]|jp; for I was awakened early 
in the morning by an apothecary, who brought 
me a dose from one of my well-wishers. I paid 
him, but withal told him severely, that I never 
took physic. My landlord hereupon took me for 
an Italian merchant that suspected poison ^ but 
the apothecary, Ivith more sagacity, guessed that 
X was certainly a^^ysician myself. 

The oppre^sio^P civilities which I underwent 
from the sage gentlemen of the faculty, frighten* 
•d me from making such inquiries into the nature 
of these springs, as would have furnished out a 
nobler entertainment upon the Bath, than the 
loose hints I have now thrown together. Every 
man who hath received any benefitthere, ought, in 
pFq;>ortion to his abilities, to improve, adorn, or 
recommend it. A prince should found hospitals, 
and the noble and rich may diffuse their ample 
charities. Mr. Tompion gave a clock to the 
Bath ; and I Nestor Ironside have dedicated a 
Guardian. 
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^ique tui inemore* ali§8jecere merendo. 

Viae. Mn, vi. 644. 

Who rais*d by merit an iimnort^ name. 

The noble geifiius of Virgil would have been ex« 
alted still higher, had he had the advantage of 
Christianity. According to our scheme of 
thoughts, if the word Memoresmthe front of this 
paper were changed into Similes\ it would havfd 
very much heightehed the motive to virtue in the 
reader. To do good and great actions merely to 
gain reputation, and transmit a name^ to posteritji 
is a vicious appetite/ and will certainly ensnare 
the person who is moved by it, on sonie Occa- 
sions, into a false delicacy for fear of reproach ; 
^nd at others,' int6 artifices which taint his mind^ 
though they may enlarge his fame, l^he endea- 
vour to make men like you, rather than mindful 
of you, is iK>t subject to such ill ccmsequences, 
but moves with its reward in its own hand ; or to 
speak more in the l^mguage of the world, a man 
with this aim Is as happy as a man in aii oifice> 
that is paid out of money under his own direc- 
tion. There have been very worthy examples of 
this self"d«iying virtue amcmg us in this patioii ; 
but I do not kn<^w of a nobler example in this 
taste, than that of the late Mr. Boyle, who found- 
ed ajie^re jRff the ^ Proof pf the Christian, re|i'«. 
gion, ^ai^t atheists, and other notorious infi- 
OeTs.!) Tbf^ rews^»i of perpetual memory ambn^ 
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men^ vAidi might possibly Imve some share in 
t^s sublimq charity^ was certainly considered 
but in a second degree ; and Mr. Boyle bad it in 
bis tiioughts to make men imitate him as well as 
speak of him, when he was gone ofrH>ur stage. 

The world has received much good from this 
institution, and the noble emulation of great men 
on the inexhaustible subject of the essence, 
praise, and attributes of the D^ty, has had the 
natural effect,^ which always attends this kind of 
eontemplation: to wit, that he wl^o writes npon 
It with a sincere heart, very eminently excels 
whatever he has produced bn any other occasion. 
It eminently appears from this observation, that 
a particukr blessing has been bestowed on this 
leeture. This great philosopher provided for us. 
Sifter his death, an employment not only suitable 
to our condition, but to his own at the same time. 
It is a sight fit for angels, to behold the benefac- 
tor and the persons obliged, not only in different 
places, but under different beings, employijA hi 
the same work. 

This worthy man studied nature, and traced all 
her, ways to those of her tinsearchable author. 
When he had found him, he gave this bounty for 
the praise and contemplation* of him. To one 
trh6 has not run through regular courses of phi- 
losophkal mquiries (the other learned labourers 
in this vineyard will forgive me), I cannot but 
principally recommend the book) intituled. Phi- 
sico-Theology. Printed for William Inn3rs, in 
JSt PawPs church -yard. , ^ . » 

It is Written by Mr. Derhiftm, rector of Upmlii-> 
ster, m E^&ex. I do nc(t know what UjMsEunster 
is worth ; btit I am stire, h^I the hest;^ingitt 
JQigland tt> giVie, 1 should not khh^k tb^ addiSdil 
of it sufhcient ackQOwledig;em^t of his merit , 
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espefcially aince I am informed, that the simplici- 
ty of fads life Is i^reeable to his useful knowledge 
aoid learning. 

The praise 6f this author seems to me to be 
the great perspicuity and method which render 
his work intelligible and pleasing to people who 
are strangers tt> such inquiries, as well as to the 
learned. It is ^ very desirable entertainment to 
find occasions of pleasure and satisfaction in those 
objects and occurrences which we have all our 
lives, perhaps, overlooked; or beheld, without 
exciting any reflections that made us wiser, or 
happier. The plain good man does, as with a 
wand, shew us the wonders and spectacles in all 
nature, and the particular capacities with which 
all living creatures are endowed for their several 
ways of life ; how the organs of creatures are 
made according to the different paths in which 
they are to move and provide for themselves and 
faniilies; whether they are to creep, to leap, to 
swim, to fly, td walk 5 whether they are to in- 
habit the bowels of the earth, the covcits of the 
wood, the muddy or clear- streams; to howl in 
forests, or converse in cities. All life from that 
of a worm to that of a man is explained ; and as 
I may so speak, the wondrous works of the cre- 
ation, by the observations of this author, 'lie be- 
fore us as objects that create love and admira- 
tion ; which, without such explications, strike 
lis only with contusion and amazement. 

The man who, beibrQ he had this book, dressed 
and wert out to loiter and gather up something 
to entertain a mind too vacant, no longer needs 
news to give liimself amusement ; the very air 
he bi^thes suggests abun&uit matter for his 
tiioughts. Ht will consider that he has begun 
ainothep day of Mfe^ to brtnttee mxk^^'^Bftit ^\:«i^ 
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tures in the same mass of air, vapours and 
clouds, which surround our globe; and all the 
numberless animals that Uveby recelTing^ momeiii- 
tary life, or rather momentary reprieves from 
death at their nostrils, he only stands erect, con- 
scious and contemplative of the benefaction. 

A man who is not capable of philosophical re- 
flections upon his own education, will be as 
much pleased as with any other good news which 
he has not before heard. The agitations of the 
wind, and the falling of the rains, are what are 
absolutely necessary for his.welfare and accom- 
modation. This kind of reader will behold the 
light with a new joy, and a sort of reasonable rap^ 
ture. He will be led from the appendages which 
attend apd surround our globe, to thecpntem* 
pktion of the globe itself, the distribution, of the 
earth and waters, the variety and quantity of all 
things provided for the uses of our world. Then 
will his contemplation V which was too diffused 
and general, be let down to particulars, to differ- 
ent soils and moulds, to the beds of minerals and 
stones, into caverns and volcanos,.and then again 
to the tops of mountains, and then again to the 
fields and valleys. 

When the author has acquainted^ his reiider 
with the place of his abodes he informs, him of 
his capacity to make him easy and happy in it by 
the gift of senses, i)y their ready oi^ans, by shew- 
ing him the structure of those organs^ the dis-* 
position of the ear for tlje receipt of.sounds^ of 
the nostril for smell, the tongue for taste, the 
nerves to avoid harms by our feeling, and the eye 
by our sight. 

The whole work is concluded (as it is the sum 
of fifteen sermcuis in proof of Uie existence. of 
the Deity) vritb reflectiona which, apply eaichdis- 
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iituct put of it to an end, for vrhkh the author 
may hope to be rewarded with an immortality 
much more to be desired, than that of remaining 
in eternal honour among all the sons of men. 



THREE liETTERS, BY MR. JOHN HUGHES ; 



nESIGNEO FOR THE GUARniAN. 



*SIR, 

^ There are lew men but are capable at 
some time or other, of making a right judgment 
of themselyes; therefore having, as I thinkt 
caught myself in one of these wise fits, I am re- 
solved to make use of it while it lasts^ and lay 
my case before you. I was bred a mercer. I 
fieed not tell you that most of our profession are 
orators. I have, with some pains, attained to a 
great volubility of tcH)gue> and am a perfect mas- 
ter in the art of shop rhetoric, which, with the 
help of a fair wig, a plausible bow, a gentle in- 
clination of the head in proper parts of my dis« 
course, and an easy motion of the hand, sets off 
all, that I utter, and has helped me to thrive in 
the world very comfortably. By this means, Mr. 
Ironside, as J owe v^y prosperity to noise, I am 
grown an utter enemy^ to silence, and when I go 
among my plain honest neighbours, who are no^ 
any pf the talking professions, I cannot help as- 
suming a superiority over them, which, I find, 
has been a little resented. I have often resolved 
to confine my oratory to the vprge of my shop, 
and to employ it only in setting oiJ t«^ i^»JC*w% -^sx^ 
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next, in the habit of a gypsy, lo tell me finally 
my fortune. Be dumb till then, and afterwards 
say what you please. 

Your humble servant, 
^ Tim Frolic." 



! 
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J1.CADBMY, what B youth first learns there. No. 24. 

Active men, compared with speculative, 130 

Acts, public at Oxford, two g^reat reasons against them, 96. 

Adum, his vision of souls, 138. 

Adamite, a sect so called, 134. 

Age, if healthy, happy, 26. 

— — dwells upon past times, 5. 

Airs, the Penman, his yanity, 1 

Alcibiades, his character, and solUoquy before an eng^age- 
ment, 31. 

Alcinous, his g^dens described, from Homer, 173. 

Alehouse-keeper, an elegant one, on Hampstead Road, 144 

Alexander, a letter from him to aTistotle, 111. 

Allegories, directions for using them, 152. 

Alnascharin, Idpg of Persia, his story, 167. 

Alonzo, don, a fatal instance of the effects of jealousy, 123. 

Alphonso, his story from Sttada's Lucan, 119. 

Aminta 6f Tasso, ccunpared with Guarini's Pastor' Fido, 
28. 

Anacreon, his instructions to a painter for painting his 
mistress, 168, 

An^ximander, a saying of kis, on being laughed at for sing- 
ing, 135. 

Ancestors, their examples should excite to great and vir- 
tuous actions, 137. r ^ 

Ancestry, how far to be venerated, t6td. 

^ renders the good onlly illustrious, 123. 

' ridiculous for a man to value, himself upon it, 137. 

Ancients, crying them up reproved, 25. 

^— ^— all tliat is good in writing not borrowed from 
them, 12. ] 

-r^— disting^shed by Strada, 119. 

Androcles, story of him and the lion, 139. 

Anger, defined, 129. 

Auguire, his story, an instance of the spirit of reven^^ %^ 

vox.. XU. A A 
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Animalii, a degree of gratitude owing to them that unt 
us. 61. 



cruelty towards thein condemned, ibid 



Antic Bullen, tragedy of, a scene of distress therein, 19. 

Annihilation, by whom desired, 89. 

Ants, natural history of them, i^8, 156, 157. 

Apothecary, in Romeo and Juliet described, ^. 

Arcadian, the true character of one, 23. . 

Art, those most capable of it, alwajrs fond of nature, l7o. 

Artificers, capital, a petition from them, 64. 

Aspasia, a most excellent woman, 2y 5. 

Asphialtes, lake of, a discourse thereon, 61. 

Astronomy, the study of it recommended^ TO. 

Atalantis, the author of it, to whom akin, lOT. 

Athalia (of Racine) part of it sublime, 1 ir. 

Atlieism more gpiievous than religion, 93. 

Atheist, behaviour of one in sickness, 39. ' 

Athenais, a Greciaa virgin, mlarried to the emperor The- 

odosius, 155. 
Attraction of bodies applied to minds, 126. 
Augustus Cxsar, Virgil's praises of him, 138. 
Aureng^-Zebe, tragedy of, wherein faulty, 110. 
Author, account of one raising contributions, 58. 

Bacon, Sir Francis, remarks on the style of his faistorf 

of Henry VI|, 25. 
BarberSj inconveniences attending their being historians, 

50. 
Bareface, (VtTill.) desires one of Lady Lizard's daugb- 

ters for a wife, 38. 
Barsisa, Santon, his story from the Turkish Tales, 148. 
. Bath, wife of, a comedy characterised, 50. 
— customs of that placeV 174 
Bawjly ^ mother so, to her own daughter. It. 
Bear baiting, a barbarous custom, 61. • 

Beau, an academical one described, 10. 
— — a species to be commiserated, 62. 
Beauty, inconveniences attending it, 85. 
— at war with Fortitude, 152. 
■ ' imperfect, described by Prior, 85. 
Benevolence, the seeds of it implanted in the human soul, 

126 
Betty, miss, her hValorf, 159. 
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jieveridge, lusfaoi), a sublime passage quoted froin his 

works, 74. 
Bicknell, Mrs. a comedian commended^ 50. 

■ ftimished with a dress from the wardrobe of the 
Lizards, ibid. 

Bias, his way of silencing calumny, 135. 

Binicom, (Humphrey) his proposal for printing a disser- 
tation on horns, 1:^4. 

&rds, their examples proposed to imitation, 125. 

■■ observations on their conjugal and parental affec- 

tions, ibid. 

Blanket, when that discipline is necessary, 74. 

Blood, by what tainted, 137. 

Bodkin, Timothy, his letter concerning short swords, 145. 

Boileau, a French critic, his acpount of the sublime, 117. 

Books, an odd collection of them, 60. 

Bosoms, naked, a great grievance, 116. 

— — the Pope's order against them, ibid. 

Boys, their delights cheap and innocent, 62. 

Bribery, none in a present of liquor, 160. 

Brucej lord, his challenge to, and duel with sir Edward 
Sackville, 129 and 133. , 

Bubhelia, ang^ about the tucker, 109. 

Building, errors in undertaking it, 6. 

Burial service, solemh and moving, 21. 

Button, Daniel, his letter in praise of his own coffee - 
bouse, 85. 

. twisting, not eloquent, 84. 

Calamities, th^ general source of them, f, 
Oalumny, nothing so hard for a generous mind to get 
over, 135. - 

■ how silenced by philosophers, ibid 

Cambray, Fenelon, archbishop of, account of his treatise 
of the existence, wisdom, and omnipotence of God, 
69. 

■■ cause of his disgrace^ 48. 

Cardan, the philosopher, what he says of the affection of 
love^ 7. 

Care, Dorothy, complains of men's open bosoms, 171* 

Cato, tragedy of, commended, 33, 43. 

— — beautiful similes in that tragedy, 64. 

««— - Ptx)Iogue and jSpUogue th^to, 3^« 
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ChapUins to persons of quality ought to be respected, 162. 

Charity, a virtue of the heart', 166. 

— a signal proof of the divinity of the Christian reli- 

gion, 126 
— — intended by Nestor Ironside, Esq, 166. 
schools recommended, 105. 



Charwell, Mr. his character, 9. His purchase and im- 
provement of an estate, &c. ibid. BorroMred many of 
his maxims from Monsieur Colbert, 52. 

Chastity, the noblest male qualification, 45. 

China, emperor of, honours none till after death, 96. 

Chryso^magnet, or the load-stone which attracts gold, 
described by Strada, 122, 

Church, (christian) the divine order and economy thereof 
compared to the fabric of St. Paul's, 70. 
I the word misapplied, 80. 

— wherein the word wants explanation, ibtd. 
Clarina, a young lady unhappy by her beaaty, 85. 
Classics, absolutely necessary to 8tud> them, 86. 
Claudian (Strada's) 115, 119. 

— his court of Venus, 127. 

— Pluto's speech to Proserpine, fi^m him, 164. 
Cleomenes, a trap^dy, by Dry4en, wherein faulty, IIQ. 
Clergymen, respect due to them, 3. 

— — the end they should propose to themselves, 1^ 

— abused, 80. 

— — considered as philosophers, 130. 

Climate ( British) very inconstant, 102. 
Clovm, character of an impudent one, 162. 
Club, of little men, 91. 

Short club, ibid, 

Silent club, 120. 

Tall club, 108. 

— — Terrible club, 118. 

Coaches, young men reproved for driving them, 14. 
- an intrigue carried on by means of one, ibid. 
Cock-fighting, a barbarous custom, 61 
Colbert, Monsieur, his conversation with the French king 

concerning thd great power of the Dutch, 52. 
Cold bath, recommended, 102. 

Colleges, chiefly erected on religious considerations, 62. 
Comet, a remarkable one in 1680 described, 103. 
Commandments, were m^d^ fetiVv^Nvl^^^ 5J7. 



INDEX. 

Common fame, vision of, 67. 

Complaisance, useful in conversation to make it agre^' 

ble, 162. 
Congreve, Mr. charactei^ drawn by him, SS, US. 
Conscience, is to the soul -what health is to the body, 135. 

■ I I , the efficacy and force of it in the hour of 

^eath, ibid. 

-, a good one, the only relief against the pain 



of calumny, ibid 
Conversation, one of the noblest privileges of reason, 24. 

-, rules for it, ibid. < 
Coquet, how she should paint herself, !40. 
Countrymen, meeting abroad, their familiarity, 126. 
Country life, the channs and pleasures of it, 22. 
■ — , why we are pleased with it, ibid^ 

Courtship, the extravagance of it described, 113. 
Covetousnesjs, precautions against it, 19. 
— — -, the vice of, enters deeper into the soul than 

any other, 19. 
Cowards never forgave, 20. 
Cowley, Mr. criticism. on his song^, \6. 
Coxcomb at the head of a familv a melancholy thing, 165. 
Crabtree, Major, his sour sayings to the ladies, 26. 
Crassus, an old letliar^c Valetudinarian, 102. 
Creation, works of, the divine consideration of them, 175. 
Critics, false, 12, 16. 
■ , wherein they differ from cavillers, < 10. 

, tjie severity jof one On the fireworks on the 
Thames, 103. 
*, the characters and marks of an ill one by Mr.- 



Congreve, 115 
Criticism on song^writing, 16. 

■ " ■ ■■■ on several plays of Dryden's and Lee's, 110. 
Cromwel, Oliver, what Monsieur Paschal says of his 

death, 136 
Cunning opposed to Wisdom, 152. 
Cupid with eyes, 157. 

Customs, barbarous in England, account of them> ^1* 
Cyrus, his heroic chastity, ibid 
Cyr, Saint, account of that monastery founded by Mjulam 

M«intenon, 48. 

A A 9 



INDEX. 

Djedalvs, his letter about ^ying, 112. 

Damo, a daughter of Pythagoras, to whom he left his 

writings, 165. 
David, (king) the befiuty of his lamentation for JonithaD, 

51. 

■■ » a rabbinical story concerning him, 138 
Davigne, Messrs. father and grandfather of Madam Main- 

- tenon, their story, 46. 
Davis, Sir George, his adventure with a lion, 146. 
Dead«men, only, have honours in China, 96. 
Death, means to make the thoughts thereof the sweetest 

enjoyment, 18. 
— ' — i an infirmity not to desire it, 20. 
— , the hope of good men in it; 169. 
' ' , compared to Proteus, 13p. Whence the abbor- 

rence of it proceeds, 169. 
Dedications, the abuse of them, 4. 
Dedication of an author to himself, 4. 
Defamation, the art of it discovered, 170. - 
Definition of words necessary, 90. 
Denham, Sir John, his directions for translating, 164. 
Derham» "Mr. his book of physico-theology commended, 

175. 
Des Cartes, discovered thei pineal gland in the. brain, S7, 
Detraction, too easily given into by the ladies, 85. 
Devotion, early hpuis oi\ the itdvantages of it, 65. 
Dewlop, Dick, well made for a jester, 42. 
Diaper, James, his letter recommending Tom's coffee- 
house for politeness of conversation, 92. 
Diogenes, a* severe sayuig of his to one that slandered 

him, 135. 

■ — i his opinion concerning the poor and rich, 94. 

Distress, a scene of it in the tragedy of Anne BuUen, 19. 
— ^^ imaginary, the greatest part of man's i^iction, 

162. 
Ditton and Whiston, their letter concerning the lonri* 

tude, 107. 
Donne, Dr. axriticism on his songs, 16 
Dream, concerning reproof and reproach, 56. 
'■ of a window in Aurelia's breast, 106. 

— — concerning death, 136. , 

-— of the future punishment of the idle, 158. 

Dress^ the greatest motiye to love, 81. 



INDEX. 

Di^s, not to be too much valued or despised, 10. 

— genius discovered thei^in, 149, Compared to 

poetry, ibid. ' 

Druids, held the doctrine of transmigration of souls, 18. 
Verses from Lucan on that subject, ibid. 

Drunkenness, a deforming foolish intemperance, 56. 

Dryden, John, moral verses frbm his translation of Juve- 
nal, 54. ^ • • 

' ■ a saying of his, recommendiog chastity in men, 

45 ' ♦ 

faulty in his scintiments, 110. 



Duels, the danger of dying in one, represented, 20# 

— proceed from false honoiir, 133. - 

' ought to be abolished, 12S|. 

Dump, Goody, her letter complaining of a sullen hu8« 
band, 132. 

Dunkirk, animadversions concerning demolishing it, 128, 
131 

D*Urfey, Thomas, the lyric poet, his merit, and odes, 6T. 
Compared with Pindar, ibid. The world ungrateful 
to him, 29. His play of the Plotting Sisters recom- 
mended, 82. 

Dutch, their advantages over the French, 52. 
' not subject to the spleen, 131. 

Earriitg, Nicholas, Esq. his letter concerning a scold- 
ing wife, 132. 

Earth, its inhabitants ranged under two general heads, 
130 

Ease, loved by all men, 22. 

— ^ in writing, what it is, 12, 15. 

— ^ an instance of it in love verses, 15. 

Eclogue, meaning of that word, 28. 

Education, various errors therein, 94. 

Eli^ the character of a good mother, 150. 

Enemies, love of them not constitutional, 20. 

EngHsh, famous for oddities, 55. 

Epic poem, rules concerning it, 12^ 

— 1 receipt to make one, 78. 

Epictetus, his saying concerning censure, 135. 

Epigram, a French one, miicalled a song, 16 

Epilogue to Cato by Dr. Gartb, 33. 

Equa&ty ia the happiness and fnisery of men^ S4. 



Eosden, Reverend Mr. translations of his from Claudiao» 

1 7, 164 
Eve, her treating of an angel described by Milton, 138. 
;.•._ her innocence to be imitated, not her nakedness, } 00. 
Evergreen, Anthony, bis collection of fig-leaves for the 

ladies, ibid. 
Eveite^ women so called and why, 140. 
Examination, self, advantages attending it, 158. 
Examiner, (author of) reproved for insolence, ill manners 

« and scandal, 41. 
■ ■ . 1 misapplies the word Church, and abuses the 

clergy, lords, and commons, 80. 
.^— ^ — ; — letters concerning him, 53, 63. 

an advocate for a lady >*ho was said not to be 



lain with, 63 

his insolence to a bishop of (he church of Eng- 



land, 90. 

writes in flef^nce of popery, ibid. His knack 



at finding out treason in wordis, 160. Has no talent 
for panegyric, 170. 
Example, influence thereof, 5. 

Fable, of Pilpay, on the'iisage of animals, 61. 

]^ame, common house of, described, 66. 

Family, head of, dangerous when bad, 165. 

■—■ '■' mistress of, a good one desci^ibe<^ fix>m the bode 

of Proverbs, 168. 
FAntastidal pleasures, what they are, 49. 
Fe;ir of God,vall true fortitude founded on it, 1 17. 
Feet, pretty ones, a letter concerning them, 132.^ 
Fit;leaf (Leonilla) her letter concemmg modesty-pieces, 







tleman, what qualifications form one in the eye 
Kneffk '-^ies, 34. ^ 

®rY '** ^^^ complete one, ibid. 

^' the ^ '"hame^, descriptioh of them» 103. 

^ f ^•'•CK, 'bed by Strada, ibid. 



INDEX. 

Footman, too fat for his master, 54. 

Foresight, Frank, his g^od conduct on his marriage, 14/. 

Fornication, a criticism thereon, 17- 

Fortitude founded on the fear of Cod, 117. 

at wai? with beauty, 15-i. 

Fotmdiing hospitals, Mrherein useful, 105. 

France, the fountain of dress, 149. Temperance of the 
\ climate, 104. , 

court of, 101. A tour thither, 104. 

Freethinkers, unthinking wretches, 6i. 

— ^— the name degenerated from the original meaning:, 
39 

.considerations offered to them on Uie being of a 



God, 88. Contribute to Idolatry, i%id. Their Ai- 
surdities and hateful characters, 169 No friends to 
, liberty, 83. Condemned for affecting singularity, 
S9. Accuse the Chris^tian religion as defective in 
friendship, 126. Like the Jewish Saddiic^es, con- 
sidered as automata, 130 

Free thinking, discourse on, answered, *. 

French king, Lewis XIV.* his conversation with Colbert, 
concerning the great po^er of the Dutch, 52 
^ very courteous and talkative, 10 1. The happiest 
people in the world, 104. Their kindness and aii'a- 
bi^y to strangers, 101. 

trade prejudicial to England, 170. 



■■■ ■ — nobleman, memoirs, of one, 150. 
Friendship promoted by the Christian religion, 126. 
Front box, how the ladies are marshalled there, 20. 
Future State, proofs of it from the creation, 27. 

Galb, John, many prints of him, 1. 

Gallantry, precautions against it, 123. 

■ » i »" low, between a rootman and a maid-servant, 87. 

Gamesters, a panegyric on them, 74. 

Gaming, iU consequences of that vice among the ladies^ 

120. 
Garden^, the best npt so fine as nature, 173. 
Genius, necessary to dress well, 87. 
Gentlemran, qualifications requisite to fbrm that e^^alted 

character, 34. 
'— — — wherein reaUy superior to a mechanic, 130. 



INDEX. 

Gentlemanlike, g^tlemanly, much of a gentleiiian, ill- 
applied, 38. 

Gluttony, barbarous and destructive, 61 . 

Gnatho, a mad doctor, wonderful cures performed by 
him^ 11. 

Gold-finch, a beau, his behaidour to his offspring propos- 
ed for imitation, 1 25. 

Good-breeding, the necessity of it, 94. 

Good-Friday, reflections preparatoT}' to the observatioa 
of that day, 20 

Good-nature and charity recommended, 79. 

Gospels, the excellency of them, 21. ' 

Grave-^gger in Hamlet, humour of that character, 144. 

Greens, a curious collection to be sold, 173. 

Greek, two sorts, 78. 

Grfffins, a treatise on the existe^ice of them, 60. 

Guardian,^ the qualifications for one, integrity more neces- 
sary than understanding, 1. 

Hamlet, prologue therein, as spoken by Mr. William 

Peer, 82. 
Happiness, various notions of it, and wherein it consists^ 

31. 



with respect to marriagej ibid. 



Hawthorn, Kic. his whimsical letter concerning public 
spirit, 58 ^ 

Hearty, Sir William, why he was not a fine gentleman, 
34. 

Henry VII. criticism on the style of Lord Verulam's his- 
tory of that king, 25 

Henry iv. of France, a prayet made by him before a bat- 
tle, 19. 

Hermaphroditical habit, described, 149. 

Hilaria, her madness and cure, 11. 

History, rules ihr writing it, 25. 

» of a Greek poet, 141. 

Holiness, beauty of it, 21, 

Holt, lord chief justice, his integrity, 95. 

Honour, what, 161. 

.. wherein commendable, and when to be exploded 

ibid. &c. 

■■I I described, ibid 

temple of, can be enter^ only ihrou|;h that of 



Virtue, ibfd* 



INDEX. 

Honours, the duty t^d interest of all nations to bestoy 

them on merit, 93. 
Horse, described by Homer, Virgil, Oppian, Lucan, and 

Pope, 86 

' ■ Job's description of one, better than Homer's or 

Virgo's, ibid. 
Horses, care of them recommended, 6, 61. 
Hospitals, a visit to them, 79. 

- for foundlings recommended, 105. 
Howd'ye-call $U8an, her petition 64. 
Hughes, John, three letters of his, 176. 
Humanity to be extended to the meanest creature, 6t. 
Humour, the English distinguished by it, 144 

■ English, accounted for by Sir William Temple, 
ibid 

Hunting, a remain of Gothic barbarity, 61, 
I. a barbarous custom therein, ibid* 

■ ■■ , a poem in praise of it, 125. 
Hypocrisy* rebuked by our Saviour, 93. 

' . ■ ' 

T AM that I am, reflections on thai name, 74. 
Idle men, monsters in the creation, i57. 
Idleness, a great lice, 131. 

■ a means to conquer itf ibid ^ 
Idolatry, a sottish sort of worship, 88. 
Ignorance and vice taint the blood, 137* 
Immortality of the soul, arguments for it, 89, 93. 
Ingratitude of men to beasts, 6 > . ^ 
Integrity in the power of every, man, 1. 

Intrigue between a wild young gentleman and a jUt, ]4ti 

Irish stuffs, fine and delightful furniture, 49. 

Ironside, Nestor, Esq. account of his birth and educa« 

tion, 2 
<— — how relate^d to the BickerstafTs, 94. A piece of 

true tempered steel, 202. Engaged in search of the 

philosopher's stone, 166. Hisv intended charities 

when he discovered it, ibid. 
Ironside, Mrs. Martha, her character and love of anceg* 

try, 137. 
Italian comedians driven from~ Paris, fiir offending^M** 

dam Maintenon, 48 
Jangling^ matrimonial, 73. 
Jealousy, Us fatal eflTects, 37. 



INDEX. 

Jesus Christy his conversation with two dis^ple^ aucr 

ter his crucifixion, 21. 
Jilflipts, the occasion of our ill-bred men, 26. 
Job, book of, fine poetical painting^ tbe^em^ particulariy 

of a horse, 86. 
Johnson the playter, a good actor, 83. 
Jonathan, David's lamentation for him, 51- 
Joseph, his chastity, 45 / 
Judges, the advantage of continuing^ them during good 

behaviour, 95. 
Justice, the greatest of all virtues, 95. 

KiNGSLAND, Hospitallers, objects of charity, 17. 

Kneeling adorations, by an authoress to a young noble- 
man, 4 

Knowledge, pursuit thereof recommended to youth, 11 L 
Advantages attending it, ihid. 

LrADiES, all women such, 26. ^ 

■ cc^veniences of their gaming, 174 

Lady's woman, must have the qualifications of a critic in 

poetry, 149. 
Lais, history abuses her, 85. 

Lamentation for Jonathan, (David's) its beauties, 51. 
Land interest and trade support each other, 76. 
Largeness of mind, reflections on that disposition, 70. 
Last day, extracts from a poem of that name by Dr. 

Young, 51. 
Laudanum, why out of doors at Bath. 174. 
Laughers, several characters of them> 29. 
Laughter, the index of tlie mind, ibid. 

' the chorus of conversation, ibid. 
Law-suits, methodic of deciding them in India, 133. 
Learning, the natural sourtie of wealth and honour. 111. 

Proper for v^ofnen, 15^1 
Leo II. his letter to the guardian^ 124.' 
Leo X.' Pope, his entertslinment of the pO^ts, 115. 
Letter, Rareface (Will.) to Nestor Ironside, 38. 

•— r Nestor Irdnside, to Sir Harry Lizard, 68. 

*■ Sir Thomas Smith, to Sir Francis WaL^ngham, 7. 

^ ' from Alexandei* to Aristotle, 111. 

— — from Nestor Ironside to Pope Clement VIII. 149. 
— — ^ Tom Swagger to old Teaty, 145, 



INDEX. 

Letters, difficulties which attended the first invention of 

them, 172. Their great use, i6id. 
Lewis XIV. renowned for inviolably keeping treaties, 

128. 
libertine, Athenian, his moral soliloquy, 81. 

Prayer of an English libertine, ibid. 
Liberty of the People, generosity of that principle, 2. 
asserteji by Mr. Steele, SS. 

■ freethinkers enemies thereto, 88. 

Life, its several, stages have several pleasures, 62. 
Lilly, Charles, his petition, 64. 
Lingerers, accouM of them, 131. ' 

Lion, Walsingham's master spy, some adcount of him, 71. 
«— to be set up at Button's coffee house, 94, 114, 124. 
Scandalous reports of him, 134. History of his 

species, 139. Calculation of his nativity, 140. 
— i— SirGeorge Davis*s lion, 146. 
Lions, spies so called, infesting London, described, ibid. 
Liquors, no bribery in them, 160. 
Little men, a club of them, 91. 
Lizard, Sir Ambrose, chooses Mr. Ironside gpiardian to 

his family, 2. 

' Sir Harry, his character, 6. 
— — — lady, her character, and manner of emplo)dng her 

time, 2, 5, 7. 

■ V characters of Miss Jane, Miss^ Annabella, fdiBS 

Betty, Miss Cornelia, and Miss Mary, ibid. 

characters of Mr. Thomas, Mr. William and Mr. 



John, 13. 
LoMi-bank, a project, 97, 107. 
Lock Hospital, patients there, great objects of charity, 

17. 
■ ' ■ oblations of ^ chambermaid thereto, 26. 
Long- Bottom, (John) the barber, his petition, 64. 
Longinus, his biest nde for the sublime, 152. 
Longitude, proposals concerning the discovery of it, 108. 
Love of enemies, not constitutional, 20. 
— — personated by Ambition and Avarice^ 152. 
.— — in low life, ST. ' 

Loungers, a sect df philosophers at Cambridge, 124. 
Lucan, translation (^his verses on the tlinsmigrsition of 

souls, 18. 
tlttcan, Strada'Sy e(Hniiieiided» itS. 
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INDEX. 

Lucas, Dr. his practical Christianity recommended, 6^ 
Lucifer, his descri(»tion of a masquerade at the French 

ambassador's, 154. ^ 

Lucretius, Strada% 115, 119 -^ 
Luke, (saint) contents of the 24th chapter of his gospel, 

21. 
Lust, opposed to ^odesty, 152. 
Lycurgus, the charactfer of a g^d master, 87. 
^— ^— the Spartan, his g^d laws conceming'matriiiiony'f 

100. 
Lyrics, the English very fine, 124. \ 

Machines, modem free-thinkers are such, 130. 

Mad doctor, account of one, and his medicines, 11. 

Maid's tragedy, Mr. Walker's saying of it, 37. 

Maintenon, madam, her birth, education, fortune, wad 
character, 46. 

— married to Scaron, 47. Her power over and mar- 
riage to Lewis XIV, 48. 

Mankind, ranged under iht active and speculative, 130., 

Mantua-Makers, should be expert anatomists, 149. 

Marlborough, duke of, insulted by the Examiner, 80. 

Marriage, the arts of parents in it, 57, 73. 

.■ janglings, 73, 

what often occasions unhappiness therein, 115. 

" ■ ' extravagant expences after entering into it cen- 
sured, 147. ■ 

Martial, his verses on a country seat, 173. * 

Masquerades, account ofthem, 142, 154. 

Master, how he should behave to his servants, 87. 

■ — the efficacy of his example, 165. 

Mechanics, of general importance, 1. 

■ ■ in what really inferior to gentlemen, 130. ' 

Medals, {Modehi) an error in distributing them, 95. 

— »- proposal for making tliem more general and ase«> 
ful, by Br. Swift, ibid 

struck in France, on abolishing duels, 129. 



Meekness, something sublime and heroic in it, SO* 
Melancholy, (Pills to Purge) a collection of soogs 80 

called, 67 > 
Melissa, and Polydore, their story, 85. 



INDEX. 

MemoirSy of the discovery of a Fi*ench Ndbleman's chil- 
dren, 150. 
Memorial from Dunkirl:, answered, 128. 
Merchants, of great benefit to the pul-ic, 79. 
Metamorphoses, of men into lower ranks of being*, 56,- 
M41ton's description of Eve's treuting* an angel, 138. 
MiHiners, general remarks on them, ibid. 
Mind, strength of, its true happiness, 31. 

■ {human) restless after happiness, 83* 
— — principle of attraction thereili, 1:26. 
Misers, observations on them, 77, 

■ ,^ act on the same principles as critics, ibid, 

■ not happy in their riches, 83. 
Misochirosophus, Johannes, his humourous letter con- 
cerning button orators, 84 

Mistress of a family, a good one described from the book 

of Proverbs, 168. 
"Moderate roan, an ode by Mr. DTTrfey commended, 67. 
Modesty, bestows ^^eater beauties than the bloom of 

youtii, 100. 

■ <mgosed to lusty 152. Lost among the ordinary 
partWthe world, 87. 

Modesty, pieces laid aside, 118. A modesty piece lost 

at a masquerade, 145. 
Mole hill, a lively image df the earth, 153. 
Moliere, his observation in making a dinner, 78. 
Molly, the barber's daughter, her history, 159. 
Moralists, quaint, a saying of theirs, 136. 
More, Sir Thomas, his poem on the choice of a wife, 163. 
Morning prayer recommended, 65. 
Mortality, bill of, out of the country, 136. 
Moschus, remarks on his Greek pastorals, 28. 
l^other, character of a good one, 150. 
Mottei^ Peter, an unicorn's head to be erected there, 

114; ^ 

Mountespan, Madam, recommended Madam Maintenon 

to Lewis XIV. 47. 
Mum, Ned, his letter concerning the silent club, 1?1. 
Myia, daughter of Pythagoras, account of her and her 

works, 165, 

Natural history, a diverting and improving study^ 160. 
Natural pleasures, what ^ey are, 4d. 



INDEX. 

Plotting Sisters, that play honoured by the presence of 

Charles the Second, 82. 
Plutarch, examples of his good nature, 61. 
Poet, history of an ancient Greek, 141. 

tragic errors committed by them, 110. 

Poetry, sacred, 51. 

— compared with dress, 149. 

■ ■ I different styles required for the Afferent kinds of 

it, ibid. 
Polydore and Melissa, their story, 85. ^^ 

Poor, mostly provided for by the middle kind of people^ 

79. 
Pope, his pastorals compared with those of Philips, 40. 

— his description of a war-horse, 86. 

Pope^, the Leos the bcst^ and Innocents the worst, 141. 

Poppy, Ked, the story-teller, described, 24. 

Possession, true, consists in enjoyment, 42. 

Posterity, the regard we <shoukl have thereto, 138. 

Posture-master, his frolics about clothes, 102. 

Pounce, Hugh, the iron poet, his petition, 64. 

Practical Christianity, by Dr.^ewis, a specimen of that 
work, 63. 

Praise, grateful to human nature, 135. 

Prayer, of a gentleman of fashion, 81. 

— ' made by Henry IV. of France before a battle, 19. 

. I . . Common, of the Church of England, its excellen- 
cy, 65. 

Prejudice, allegorically described, 39* 

Pretty gentleman, described, 38. 

Priest, the respect to that title, 130. 

Prim, Ruth, her advice to Neator Ironside, 132. 

Prior, Matthew, some pretty verses of his, 54. 
■ his character of perfect beauty, 85. 

Prolusions of Strada on the style of poets, 112, 115, 122. 

Property-man at the play-house, his office, 82. 

— .»- at^the play robbed,, 95. 

Proteus compared to deatli, 95. 

Proverbs; when the use of them is insupportable, 34. 

' concerning a good mistress of a fiimHy, 1 66. 

Providence, a remarkable instance of its interpositioa/ 
117. 

Psalm 137, transited by Sir Philip Sidney* 1$. 

?rude8^ how they aho^4^«ffiX^QM90NNd:««^ V4A. 



INDEX. 

JPublic spirit in Cato, 33. 
• humorous mistakes concerning it, 58. 

Punning, an apology for it, 56. 

Purville, Mr. the Property-man, account of bis beirg rob- 
bed, 95. 
Puzzle, Peter, his dream, 106. 
Pythagorus, his learning and that of his family, 165. 
/ ' his invention of the foundation of British com- 
merce, 130. 

QtTERXES, concerning matrimony, 57. 

Racb-horses, cruel to put them to their utmost speed 

. for diversion only, 6. 
Rakes, in love, not so bad as gallant men, IT, 
— — - characterised, 131. 

Raleigh, Sir Walter, his saying of Walsingfaam, 71. 
Raphael, the beauties of his picture of our Saviour ap^- 

pearing to his disciples, 19. 
Reading, how abused, 60. ' 
Recipe for making an Epie poem, 78. 
Recluse, idleness exposed, {^tc^. . 

Reformation of manners, a project for that purpose, 107- 
Religion, enquiries into it, urgped, 75. - 
Renown, women of^ instances of them, 11. 
Repartee, a quick one in parliament, 137. 
Reproof distinguished from reproach, 56. 
Revenge, the wickedness of it, 20. 
-.^-^— a remarkable instance of it, 8. 
Rich men, what Diogenes said of them, 91. 
Riding-dress, why called Pindaric, 149. 
Ringwood, Esau, his memorial in behalf of hunters^ 64« 

- Jack, his temple education described, 151. 
— ^ — his milliners and shoemakers' bills, ibid. 
Roarings of Button's lion, 1 ^1. 
Rochester, bishop of, hi^ definition of wit, 141- 
Roscommon, eari of, his rule (or translating, 164. 
Rowley, Mr. his proposal for new globes, 1. 
Rural life, what destroyed the tranquility «f it ain(lPg9t 

the first race of mien, 23. 

HustysideSi ius letter oo mastjueradevj 142* 



INDEX. 

3AJBRSD poetry pleasant and beneficial, 51. 

Sackville, lord Edward, his answer to lord firuce's chal* 

leng^, 129 
«— ^* account of his combat with lord Bruce, 133. 
Sadducees, may be called Freethinkers among the Jews, 

93. 
Sanazarius,' his pastorals condemned, 28. 
Santon Barsisa, his history from, the Turkish tales, 143, 
Scandal, a vice, the fair sex too easily given into, 85. 
Scaron, account of his marriage with Madam Maintenon, 

47. 
Schacabac, the Persian, an instance of his complaisance, 

163. 
Schools, the pleasure of them, 62. 
Scorn opposed to patience, 152. 
Scriptures, the belief of them considered, 7$» 
Segonia, John de, account of his combat with his bro- 

ther, 104. ^ 
Servants* the duty of roasters towards them, 85. 
Sexes, the comparative'^rfections of them, 152. 
— at war, reconciled by Virtue and L»ve, ibtd. 
Shame, fear of it overcomes tenderness, 105. 
T' ■ public, the use of it, 92. 
Shepherd, true character of one in Pastorals, 23. 
Short Club, account of it, 91, 92. 
Sickness, the effects it has on the mind, 132. 
Sidne>, Sir Philip, a Psalm translated by him, 18. 
Silvio, his bill of costs in courting Zelinda, 94. 
Similes, difficult to succeed in them, 64. 
Sleep, shews the divinity of the human soul, 93. 
Sloth more invincible than vice, 131. 
6mall^:oalman, his musical talent, 144- 
Smooth, author, his letter ^ut his wife who is veiy 

seldom angry,. 73. 
Sneezing, a treatise thereon, 60. 
Snow» artificial, before th^ Frenph king, 103. 
Snuir, philosophical, the use of it, 35 
Socrates, his remarks on philosophy, 70. 
y contemned censure, 135. 

SofUy, Simon, ill used by a widow, 93. 
Soldiers, christian vigilance recommended to thODBj 18. 
nmedat th^ distress in a tragedyi 19. 



INDEX. 

Soliloquy, of an Athenian libertine, 18. 

Solomon, bis choice of -wisdom. 111. 

Somersetshire, pastoral ballad, 40. 

Song*, by a lady who loved an ugly man, 16. 

— writing, a criticism thereon, ibid. 

Sophia refuses a present of jewels on her marriage, 147". 

Soul, discovery of the seat of it by Des Cartes, 35. 

-r— sympathy of, 150. 

South, Dr. extract from his discourse on a good con- 
science, 135. 

Sparkler, her letter about the character of Lucia and 
Maria in Cato, 43. 

Speculative part of mankind compared with the active, 
130 

Speech, a discourse thereon, 172. 

Spies, the use secretary Walsingham made of them, 71- 

Spleen, the Dutch not subject to it, 131. 

Spring, the beauties of that season described, 125. 

■ verses thereon, ibid. 

— ^~ called the youth and health of the year, ibid. 

Squires, country, ignorant of nature, 169. 

Stage, an instance of its force in reforming the world, 43. 

Statins, Strada's,fl22. 

Steele, Mr. his letters ag^nst the Examiner, 53, 63. 

' his letters about Dunkirk, 168. 

Stomachers for beaus, 171. 

Story tellers, censured for ri<iUculous punctuality, 42. 

Story telling, not an art, but a knack, ibid, 

rules for it, 24, 42. 

Strada, his excellent prolusions, 115, 119, 122. 
Subliqie, Longinus, his best rule for it^ 152. 
- Boileau's notes on it, 117. 

Sullen husbands complained of, 132. 
Swagger, Tom, his letter to Old Testy, 145. 

■ affronted, 171. . 

Swords, the immoderate length of them condemned, 143» 

145. 
S}rmpathy of souls, 151, 

Tale-tellers, hired to lull people asleep in Ireluid, 

42. 
Tall club, an account of il, 108. 
Temple education, accouwtof it, 15V. 
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INDEX. 

Temple, sir William, his account of Eng^lish humour, ST. 
■ his remarks on the gardens of Alcinous, 173. 

. his cnaracter ofthe Dutch', 131. 

Teraminta, angry ahout the tucker, 109. 
■ like a wae-tail» 125. 

TerrsB iilius at Oxford, reOections on him, 72. 

Terrible club, account of it, 143 

Terror, Andrew, the Mohock, a cure wrought on him, 11. 

Theano, the wife of Pythagoras, taught philosophy, 165. 

Theocritus's Idyb, compared with Virgil's Eclogues, 28. 

Theodosius, the emperor, married to Athenias, a Greci- 
an virgin, 155. 

Thrift, Generosity, his letter about the French trade, 170. 

TiUotson, Extract from his discourse concerning the dan- 
ger of all known sin, 21. 

Time, not to be squandered, 188. 

Timoeenes, a man of false honour, 161. 

TimoTeon, the Corinthian, his piety and remarkable pre- 
servation, 117. 

Tiptoe, Tom, a gallant member ofthe short club, 92. 

Topknot, Dr. vmy so called, 116. 

Tory, English, his letters about demolishing Dunkirk, 
128, 131. 

Trade, its interest the same with that of land, 76. 
' with France prejudicial to England, ^70, 

Tragedy-writers, wherem notoriously defective, 110. 

Translation, lord Ro8common*s rules for it, 164. 

-— "— - the best means of refining and polishing a lan- 
guage^ ibid. 

Treatise recommended as useful towards the improve- 
ment ofthe world, 43. 

Tremble, Tom the quaker, his letter on naked breasts, 
116. 

Truelove, Tom, the character of a good husband, 113. 

Tuck, Tim, the hero ofthe short club, 92 

Tucker, remarks on the ladies laying it aside, 18, 26, 33, 
36, 48, 52, 56. 

Tugghe, Sieur, of Dunkiric, his impudetice, 28. 

Turks, their humanity to animals, 61. 

Tutors, ill used and ill paid, 90. 

yLYssEs, Cosmopolita, his letter on the pineal gland in 
thebrainj 35. 



INDEX. 

Umbra, her letter on public shame, 95. 

United Provinces, advantages they enjoyed over the 

French, 52. . 
Universities, the ibundationof them owing to religion, 62. 
t designed to teach refined luxury and enjoyments, 

ibid. 
University education, its errors, 94. 

Vanity of mankind, to make themselves known, 1, 2. 

Variety, the nature and sweets of it, 138. 

Versailles described, 101 

Verses to Mrs. Arabella Lizard, 15. 

— -» from Juvenal and Ovid translated by Dryden, 54, 

61. 
■ from the French, 16. 

— — On the uncertainty of happiness by Shakspeare5 

54. 
by Dryden and Prior, ibid, 

— from Juvenal, 54. 

— - ■ from Young's poem on the last day, 51. 
■■ from Qvid translated by Dryden, 61. 

I an essay on the different styles of poetry, 35. 

.^^ from lord Rochester, 50. 

on the transmigration of soUls, 18. 

— ^-— describing the garden of Alcinous, 173. 

— ^ from Anacreon, 468. 

— - out of Claudian, t64. 

-.— - from Congreve-, 85, 115. 

— — from Eusden's translation ofthe Rape of Proser- 
pine, 164. 

— - Eve treating an angel, described |rom Miltoi^ 
13a 

^^... on gardening, 173. 

by Prioip, Congreve, and Addison, 85, 115. 

description of a horse, 80. 

from a manuscript on hunting, 125. 

from Martial, 173. * 

from Racine's Atalia, 117. 

^— describing the spring, 128. 

.. — concerning translation, by lord Roscommon^ 164* 

Uie court of Venus from Claudian, 127. 

from Virgil, translated by Orydet)) 138. 

«.^.. on ^it Mid wis^oVDi 141. 
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INDEX. 

Verses on the art of writing by a lady, 172. 

Verulapi, lord* his writings a glory to the English nation^ 

25. 
Cnticism on the style of his history of- Hemy the 

Seventh, i6id. 
Vice, observations on the great vices, 19. 

of people of quality, not to be taxed, 26. 

Virgil, his eclogues compared with Theocritas*s Idyls, 

28. 
— . — .. remarks on his praise of Augustus, 198. 

. — Strada's commended, 115, 11^; 122. 

Virtue, its interests supplanted by common cuatom, ST. 

.. Christian, recommended, 20, 55, 79. 

— - misrepresented by Freethinkers, ibid. 

Vision of Xenophon, 111. 

Voluptuary, the misery of one described^ 35. 

Wag-tails, their way of courting, 125. 
Walsingham, Sir Francis, his lions, who, 71 . 

his letter concerning Queen Elizabeth's raamage 

with the French, king's brother, 7. 
Wanderer in reading, GO 
Ward, Mr. John, of Chester, his vanity, 1, 
Wealth, insolent, with respect to women, 45. 
Weather, fine, the pleasure it occasions, 125. 
Wedding-clotiies, the vanity of them exposed, 113. 
Wenefrede, Saint, a doubtful person, 91. 
Wheston, Mr. his letter, on the longitude, 108. 
White, Thomas, his letter to Nektor Ironside^ concerning 
the philosopher's stone, 167. 

Whoring, precautions against it, 17. 

.. instance of a genUeman reclaimed from it, iSid. 

Wife, Sir Thomas Mere's direction for thb choice of one, 
161. 

William the Third, (king) his sa}ing of Lewis the Four- 
teenth, aiid Madam Maintenon, 48. , 

Wilkins, bishop, his art of flying, 112. 

Wisdom opposed to cunning, 163. 

. Solomon's choice pf it, 112. 

"WiiBeacre, squire, the cause of lus ruin, 147. 

Wise men, to think trilh litem, but talk with tlm Tulcnr. 
24. 

IVity defined by the bishop «f RadMMten 141. 
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Women, the vilhunyofdeluding them exposed, 17, 

vanity of the compliments paid them by fops, 26. 

— . — . their vices not to be taxed, ibid. 

^ none in the world, ibid. 

— . — generally married too yomig, 7. 
......^ should have learning, 155. 

^^ wisdom and knowledge recommended to their 

study, 155, 159, 165. 
Worship, public, indecencies committed at it, 65. 
Wounds most dangerous on a full stomach, 133. 
Writing, verses on that art, by a young lady, 171* 

Xenofuon, account of the lasion of Hercules, 111. 

Yorkshire gentleman, his diet at Paris, 34. 

ZsAL, the use politicians mak6 of it, 80. 
Zelindji, her generosity to Sylvio, 97. 
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